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JNUSU polls: candidates 
engage in war of words 

NEW DELHI 

Six contenders for the 
presidential post of JNU 
Students' Union engaged in a 
war of words during the 
night-long presidential 
debate on Wednesday, trying 
to win over their "sothis". The 
election will be held on 
September 6. The results are 
likely to be declared on 
Sunday morning. 
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FIRs filed against Assam 
NRC Coordinator 

GUWAHATI 

FIRs have been lodged in 
Guwahati and Dibrugarh 
against Prateek Hajela, the 
Coordinator for Assam's 
National Register of Citizens, 
for "deliberately excluding 
genuine Indian" citizens from 
the updated citizens' list. The 
first complaint was filed on 
September 3 by the Asom 
Garia-Maria Yuba Chhatra 
Parishad at Guwahati's Latasil 
police station. 

NEWS ►PAGE 12 


Law student to be shifted 
to another college 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday agreed with the 
Uttar Pradesh government's 
offer to facilitate the transfer 
of a woman law student from 
Shahjahanpur, who had 
levelled harassment 
allegations against former 
Union Minister and BJP 
leader Swami Chinmayanand, 
and her brother to law 
colleges affiliated to the 
Bareilly university. 
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India, Russia against outside 
influence in internal issues: PM 

Modi is first Indian PM to visit Russian Far East Region 



Broad-basing ties: PM Modi and President Vladimir Putin at 
Zvezda shipyard, near Vladivostok, on Wednesday. ■ afp 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

VLADIVOSTOK 

India and Russia are against 
“outside influence” in the in¬ 
ternal matters of any nation, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said on Wednesday af¬ 
ter comprehensive talks 
with Russian President Vla¬ 
dimir Putin aimed at finding 
new horizons of bilateral 
cooperation in areas like 
trade, defence, space, oil 
and gas, nuclear energy and 
maritime connectivity. 

Mr. Modi, who arrived in 
Russia on a two-day visit, is 
the first Indian Prime Minis¬ 
ter to visit the Russian Far 
East Region. 

Meeting on a ship 

His remarks were made at a 
press conference with Mr. 
Putin after their delegation- 
level talks at the 20th Annual 
Summit following a two- 
hour tete-a-tete on a ship. 


His remarks came against 
the backdrop of tension bet¬ 
ween India and Pakistan af¬ 
ter New Delhi revoked Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir’s special 
status. 

India has categorically 
told the international com¬ 
munity that the dilution of 
Article 370 was an internal 
matter and advised Pakistan 


to accept the reality. Pakis¬ 
tan is trying to international¬ 
ise the Kashmir issue after 
India’s decision on August 5. 

Russia has backed India’s 
move, saying that the chang¬ 
es in the status are within 
the framework of the Indian 
Constitution. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


Azhar, Hafiz and Dawood 
designated as terrorists 

Home Ministry acts a month after UAPA was amended by Parliament 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Ma- 
sood Azhar, Hafiz Saeed of 
the Lashkar-e-Taiba, his de¬ 
puty Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi 
and underworld don Da¬ 
wood Ibrahim, who planned 
and executed the 1993 Mum¬ 
bai serial blasts, are the first 
four persons designated as 
“terrorists” under the anti¬ 
terror law passed by Parlia¬ 
ment on August 2. 

The Ministry of Home Af¬ 
fairs (MHA) issued a gazette 
notification declaring them 
terrorists under Clause (a) of 
sub-section (1) of Section 35 
of the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA), 
1967. Speaking in the Rajya 
Sabha, Home Minister Amit 
Shah said on August 2, “It is 
important to identify terro¬ 
rists and not just organisa¬ 
tions.” 


Combating terror 

The Ministry of Home Affairs on Wednesday declared four 
individuals as terrorists under the recently amended 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. A look at its provisions: 


■ It empowers the govern¬ 
ment to designate individuals 
as terrorists. Previously, only 
an organisation could be 
designated as one 

■ It empowers the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
to seize properties, which 
previously required 
permission from the Director 
General of Police 

■ Also, it allows NIA 
officers, of the rank of 
Inspector or above, to 
investigate cases. Before, 
only Deputy Superintendent 


or Assistant Commissioner 
of Police or above, 
could do so 


■ Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
chief Masood Azhar, Hafiz 
Saeed of the Lashkar-e-Taiba, 
his deputy Zaki-ur- 
Rehman Lakhvi and / 
underworld don 
Dawood Ibrahim 
have been 
designated as 
terrorists 


Under Masood Azhar's 
leadership, JeM carried out an 
attack on the Pathankot air base 


The UAPA was first 
amended in 2004, then in 
2008 and again in 2013. The 
2004 amendment was to 
ban organisations for terror 


activities, under which 34 
outfits, including the LeT 
and the JeM, were banned. 

To designate Azhar, the 
MHA mentioned five cases. 


including the February 14 
Pulwama attack, in which 40 
CRPF personnel were killed. 

“Maulana Masood Azhar 
is accused in various cases 
registered and being investi¬ 
gated by the National Investi¬ 
gation Agency and chargesh- 
eet had been filed against 
him in Pathankot air base at¬ 
tack case; ...Red Corner Not¬ 
ices No. A-1086/7-2004 and 
A-4367/5-2016 have been is¬ 
sued against Azhar... the 
Central government believes 
that Maulana Masood Azhar 
is involved in terrorism and 
Maulana Masood Azhar is to 
be notified as a terrorist un¬ 
der the said Act,” the notifi¬ 
cation said. 

Lakhvi has been listed for 
his involvement in four cas¬ 
es, including the 26/11 Mum¬ 
bai terror attack. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


Life lessons 



No full stops to learning: Children studying at a private tuition centre during the lockdown in Srinagar on Wednesday. 
The communication blackout has been eased, but uneasy calm still prevails in Kashmir. ■ nissar ahmad (reports on page 13) 


Kartarpur pact stuck over fees 

Pak. won’t allow consular officials to accompany pilgrims 


KALL OL BHATTACHERJEE 

NEW DELHI 

The agreement on the Kar¬ 
tarpur Corridor project, 
which will open the famed 
pilgrimage centre to Indians, 
could not be signed on Wed¬ 
nesday after Pakistan de¬ 
clared that it would charge 
fees from the visitors. 

Government sources said 
the two sides, which met in 
Attari, were in agreement on 
most points, but the final 
pact was stalled over key dif¬ 
ferences. 

Won’t help in easy access 

“Owing to certain differenc¬ 
es over a few issues, the 
agreement could not be fi¬ 
nalised. Pakistan insisted on 



Home Ministry official 
S.C.L. Das, left, addressing 
journalists at Attari. 


charging a service fee for al¬ 
lowing pilgrims to visit Gurd- 
wara Kartarpur Sahib, which 
is not agreeable in the spirit 
of smooth and easy access 
through the corridor,” sourc¬ 
es said. 

It was also pointed out 
that Pakistan declined In¬ 
dia’s request to let consular 


officials accompany the pil¬ 
grims. The presence of In¬ 
dian consular officials at Kar¬ 
tarpur has acquired 
importance in view of the re¬ 
ported activities of Khalistan 
proponents in Pakistan. 

India had objected to the 
inclusion of pro-Khalistan 
Gopal Singh Chawla in the 
reconstituted Pakistan Sikh 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Com- 
mitttee (PSGPC) and other 
such figures in the organisa¬ 
tion that looks after Sikh ho¬ 
ly shrines in Pakistan. 

These names were re¬ 
moved from the PSGPC be¬ 
fore the July 14 technical-le¬ 
vel meeting. 


CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


SC Collegium rejects plea 
of Justice Tahilramani 

She wanted her transfer reconsidered 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court Collegi¬ 
um has refused to accede to 
Madras High Court Chief 
Justice V.K. Tahilramani’s 
request to reconsider its re¬ 
commendation to transfer 
her as Chief Justice of the 
Meghalaya High Court. 

It also refused similar re¬ 
quests made by two other 
High Court judges. Justices 
Vivek Agarwal and Amit Ra- 
wal. The Collegium ex¬ 
plained plainly, in separate 
orders on September 3, that 
the three transfers were re¬ 
commended in the interests 



V.K. Tahilramani 


of “better administration of 
justice”. 

The Collegium had re¬ 
commended Justice Tahilra¬ 
mani’s transfer to Megha¬ 
laya on August 28. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


Giriraj’s lynching solution: 
breed only female cows 

Artificial insemination mooted 


Hong Kong 
leader scraps 
extradition law 

AGEN CE FRANCE PRESSE 

HONG KONG 

Hong Kong’s Chief Execu¬ 
tive on Wednesday bowed 
to a key demand of protes¬ 
ters following three 
months of unrest and an¬ 
nounced the withdrawal of 
the extradition Bill. Howev¬ 
er, activists vowed to press 
on with their campaign. 

After refusing for 
months to scrap the Bill, 
aimed at allowing extradi¬ 
tion of criminal suspects to 
mainland China, Chief Ex¬ 
ecutive Carrie Lam conced¬ 
ed as she called for calm. 

PROMISES DIALOGUE ► PAGE 14 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Promoting artificial insemina¬ 
tion in cattle using sex-sorted 
semen “will help reduce 
lynching”, Animal Husban¬ 
dry, Dairying and Fisheries 
Minister Giriraj Singh said on 
Wednesday. 

The main benefit of using 
sex-sorted semen is that the 
farmer can ensure that only 
female calves or heifers are 
born. Mr. Singh pointed out 
that artificially inseminating 
cows using semen from genet¬ 
ically superior bulls would al¬ 
so improve the fertility and 
milk production capacity of 


the calves they produce, thus 
incentivising farmers to keep 
them longer rather than aban¬ 
doning them. “This will help 
reduce lynching,” he told jour¬ 
nalists, adding that if cattle 
were not left to stray, then the 
possibility of such problems 
would be lowered. 

While mechanisation of 
agriculture has already led to 
the increasing obsolescence 
of bulls, ban on cattle slaught¬ 
er, as well as instances of cow- 
related vigilantism have led to 
a collapse in the value of non¬ 
productive cows as well, forc¬ 
ing farmers to abandon them. 

PM TO LAUNCH DRIVE ► PAGE 9 


Govt, to pull out all the stops to cut use of plastics 


Multi-Ministry effort, beginning on Oct. 2, 
includes voluntary work & awareness 



Shared responsibility: Urban local bodies will segregate 
waste into recyclable and non-recyclable categories. 


NISTU LA HEBBAR 

NEW DELHI 

After Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s message on 
Independence Day, the 
Union government is 
working on a multi- 
ministerial plan to 
discourage the use of single 
use plastics across the 
country, likely to kick off on 
October 2, Gandhi Jayanti. 

A presentation for the 
same has been prepared 
and circulated across the 
Ministries. 

The nodal Ministry for 
the scheme would be the 
Ministry of Environment, 



Forests and Climate Change, 
which has been asked not 
just to ensure and enforce 
the ban on single use 
plastics but also finalise the 
pending policy for Extended 
Producer Responsibility, 
especially on milk packets. 

The Department of 
Industrial Promotion is to 
ensure that all cement 
factories use plastic as fuel, 
while the National Highway 
Authority of India (NHAI) 
has been asked to ensure 
that not only is plastic waste 
collected and transported 
responsibly along National 
Highways but also all 



collected plastic waste is 
used for road construction. 

According to studies 
quoted by officials, roads 
constructed using water 
plastic are durable against 
extreme weather conditions 



and are also cost-effective. 

The Railways Ministry will 
organise massive 
shramdaans (voluntary 
work) on October 2 for 
collection of plastic waste at 
railway stations and along 



rail tracks and will run 
advertising radio spots on all 
trains. 

Role for local bodies 

Since 70% of the total plastic 
waste in India is from urban 
areas, all 4,378 urban local 
bodies have been tasked 
with massive shramdaan for 
plastic collection and 
segregation of waste into 
recyclable and non- 
recyclable categories. 

Gram panchayats have 
been asked to mobilise 
shramdaan on October 2 to 
ensure that all roads under 
the Prime Minister Gram 
Sadak Yojana, or rural roads 
programme, are built using 
plastic waste and segregate 
waste in rural areas. 



23 killed in Punjab fireworks factory fire 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

At least 23 people were 
killed and 27 injured in a 
blaze in a fireworks factory 
at Batala town in Gurdaspur 
district of Punjab on Wed¬ 


nesday. The exact reason for 
the fire is yet to be ascer¬ 
tained and the Punjab go¬ 
vernment has ordered a ma¬ 
gisterial inquiry into it. 

An explosion took place 
around 4 p.m. in the factory. 


situated in a three-storey 
building in the residential 
area. The impact of the blast 
was so powerful that a few 
nearby buildings and parked 
vehicles were damaged. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGE 9 


Forum 


IAS 


India's leading Institute for Civil Services Preparation 



Current Affairs (Pre+Mains) 2020 by ForumlAS 

Second Batch Commences from Tuesday, 11AM. 

Available in Offline mode only. 


The key differentiator between success and failure in life is the choices we make. 

At ForumlAS, we invent precise solutions to problems faced by the student community. 

We are happy to announce the second Batch of Current Affairs (Pre + Mains) 2020, commencing from 
September 10 at 11AM. The Current Affairs Classes along with the Mains Guidance Program and Prelims 
Test Series is a complete preparation package for those who are looking for a lean and minimalistic 
dependence on coaching assistance for their Civil Services Prelims & Mains Preparation. 


The ForumlAS Current Affairs Classes aims to solve three primary problems for those preparing for 
Civil Services Examination. One, discerning what is important and what is not, and investing one's time 
in studying the relevant. Two, differentiated content for Mains Answers. What is needed is not an ocean 
of information, but crisp, to the point content. Those who clear this exam know that less is more. Three, 
conceptual clarity so that you can answer applied questions in Prelims, as has been the recent 
requirement. Thus, the objective is to reduce the preparation time of the aspirants. 

It is this approach that has helped our students Pratham (AIR 5, T7,501 Marks in GS), Abhishek (AIR 
10,17), Varun (AIR 7,18) Varnit (AIR 13,18) and Minal (AIR 35,18), add the three magic letters -1.A.S 
to their names. 


And that is how we build officers. 


https://academyiorumias.com or walk into our Offline Center. 
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who will show us 
our tomorrow 
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TEACHER'S DAY 

with 
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CITY 3 


2 killed after 
fire breaks out 
at warehouse 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Two men were killed after 
a fire broke out at a ware¬ 
house in south-west Delhi’s 
Samalka village on Wed¬ 
nesday, the police said. 

The victims were identi¬ 
fied as Bhagwati Prasad 
(55) and Umesh (29), they 
said. 

Police said the victims 
were sleeping in a room in¬ 
side the warehouse when 
the incident happened. 
Two trucks and one car 
were also gutted in the fire, 
they said. 

“The fire department re¬ 
ceived information at 
around 2 a.m. regarding 
the fire. We rushed to the 
spot with six fire tenders. 
The fire was doused before 
it could spread to other 
buildings, ” said a senior 
Delhi Fire Services officer. 

The fire apparently 
broke out due to a short cir¬ 
cuit, police said. 


NIA constable held for stealing 
fake notes from strongroom 

Another staffer also arrested; both the accused sent to judicial custody 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A constable of the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
and a casual staff were ar¬ 
rested for allegedly stealing 
fake Indian currency notes 
with a face value of H.5 crore 
from the agency’s high se¬ 
curity strongroom at its 
headquarters on Lodhi Road 
in south Delhi. 

Entered via AC duct 

The case is shrouded in mys¬ 
tery as the suspects gained 
entry into the strongroom 
which has multiple layers of 
security and has biometric 
access control and CCTV 
cameras. An official said that 
the suspects tried to enter 
through the air conditioning 
duct. 

A senior NIA official 
claimed that the suspects. 



THnHr 


The NIA headquarters on 
Lodhi Road, -filephoto 


identified as Constable Sunil 
Kumar and pantry staff Ash- 
ok Kumar, mistook the fake 
notes to be genuine ones. 
The fake notes were seized 
after a raid in Gurugram in 
May this year. A Superinten¬ 
dent of Police who super¬ 
vised the raids has been re¬ 
patriated to his cadre. 


An NIA spokesperson 
said: “An exhibit containing 
fake currency note was sto¬ 
len from NIA strongroom 
last week by a constable and 
a pantry staff. The stolen ex¬ 
hibit was recovered soon 
thereafter. Appropriate legal 
action was taken in the mat¬ 
ter. Delhi Police has regis¬ 
tered a case and arrested 
both the accused.” 

A senior Home Ministry 
official said that they were 
seized of the matter and the 
stolen fake currencies were 
recovered from the suspects. 

Officer confirms arrests 

A senior Delhi Police officer 
confirmed the arrests and 
said that the case was regis¬ 
tered at Lodhi Colony police 
station on August 30 under 
relevant Sections of the In¬ 
dian Penal Code. “The ac¬ 


cused have been identified 
as Sunil Kumar and Asholc 
Kumar. While Sunil works as 
a guard, Ashok is a pantry 
staff,” he said, adding that 
they were produced before 
the court and sent to judicial 
custody. 

The incident comes in the 
wake of another case of cor¬ 
ruption involving the pre¬ 
mier anti-terror body. Last 
month NIA transferred three 
officials, including a SP rank 
officer on a complaint by a 
Delhi-based businessman 
who accused them of alleg¬ 
edly demanding 12 crore 
bribe to not frame him in the 
Falah-I-Insaniyat Foundation 
(FIF) terror funding case in¬ 
volving Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT) chief Hafiz Saeed. 

The Home Ministry offi¬ 
cial said that it was conduct¬ 
ing an inquiry into the case. 


Jeweller found murdered inside house in Dwarka 


Cash and jewellery in the house intact; police suspect it to be a case of personal enmity 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 37-year-old jewellery shop 
owner was killed inside his 
residence in Dwarka’s Dabri 
area in the early hours of 
Wednesday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Dwarka) Anto Al¬ 
phonse said that the victim, 
Lalit Aggarwal, a resident of 
Madhu Vihar, used to run a 
jewellery shop by the name 
Satyam Jewellers on the 
ground floor of his residence 
while Aggarwal along with 
his wife Neha and two sons 
Devansh (14) and Krishna 
(10) resided on the first floor. 
His mother-in-law and sister- 



The victim, Lalit Aggarwal. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


in-law were visiting the fami¬ 
ly and present in the house 
at the time of incident. 

A senior police officer pri¬ 
vy to the case said that they 
received information 
around 2.30 a.m. after 


which they rushed to the 
house and found that the 
victim’s throat had been slit. 
He was taken to the hospital 
where he was declared 
brought dead. 

The police have regis¬ 
tered a case and started 
investigation. 

During inquiry, the elder 
son allegedly told the police 
that Mr. Aggarwal shut shop 
around 10 p.m. and came 
home after which they all 
had dinner and he retired to 
his room. A few minutes la¬ 
ter, Devansh went to sleep in 
the same room after chatting 
with his father for a few mi¬ 
nutes. Mr. Aggarwal alleged¬ 


ly told Devansh that he has 
to go to Punjab with two 
friends around 4 a.m. on 
Wednesday for some pro¬ 
perty work. His wife and 
younger son were sleeping 
in the next room and his 
mother-in-law and sister-in- 
law were in another room. 

Son found dad bleeding 

Around 2 a.m., Devansh 
claimed that Mr. Aggarwal 
nudged him and as he woke 
up, he saw his father bleed¬ 
ing profusely and unable to 
speak. He shouted to call his 
mother but as she didn’t 
hear, he ran and knocked 
the door. She then came and 


asked for help from neigh¬ 
bours and police were also 
informed, he told the police. 

During investigation, the 
police found that cash and 
jewellery in the house and 
on the victim’s body were in¬ 
tact. The door of the house 
was closed but the main 
door on the ground floor 
was open which leads the 
police to suspect that the en¬ 
try was friendly. 

The police said that while 
it appears to be a case of per¬ 
sonal enmity, the case is be¬ 
ing investigated from all an¬ 
gles, including robbery. The 
family members are also be¬ 
ing interrogated, they said. 


Double penalty for policemen 
violating Motor Vehicles Act 

JCP issues circular, tells officers to follow rules in letter and spirit 



To overcome corruption complaints against policemen, more body 
worn cameras are being procured. ■ file photo: sandeep saxena 


33-year-old accidentally 
fires at friend, arrested 

He was showing off his pistol to the victim 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi police has doubled 
the penalty fee for its men 
for violating traffic rules, said 
a police officer on Wednes¬ 
day. 

In a latest circular issued 
by the Joint Commissioner of 
Police (traffic) Meenu Chaud- 
hary, it has been stated that 
any authority that is empo¬ 
wered to enforce the provi¬ 
sion of the Motor Vehicles 
Act, if found committing an 
offence under the Act, shall 
be liable for twice the penal¬ 
ty corresponding to that of¬ 
fence under the Act. 

Therefore, all DCPs and 
other police units are direct¬ 
ed to brief and sensitise the 
staff working under their op¬ 
erational control to follow 
traffic rules and regulations 
in true letter and spirit, 
whether they are riding/driv¬ 
ing police vehicle or their 
own private vehicles. 


A senior police officer said 
that to overcome complaints 
of corruption and misbeha¬ 
viour against traffic police¬ 
men, they are procuring 
more body worn cameras. 
Currently, as many as 626 
body worn cameras are with 
traffic police and more such 
cameras will be added soon. 

“From the day the new 
MV Act came into force, traf¬ 
fic policemen are making 
motorists follow the rule. 
Currently, we are issuing on¬ 
ly court challans,” said a pol¬ 


ice officer. 

The officer added that or¬ 
ders have been issued stating 
that no cash challans should 
be issued for traffic offences 
after midnight of August 31 
till a fresh notification of 
compounding amount is is¬ 
sued by the Delhi govern¬ 
ment and directions are is¬ 
sued by the Traffic Police 
headquarters. 

The Delhi police had is¬ 
sued 3,900 challans to traffic 
violators on Day 1 of imple¬ 
mentation of the Act. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 33-year-old man was ar¬ 
rested for accidentally 
shooting at his friend while 
showing off his pistol in La- 
hori Gate area. An automatic 
pistol and the weapon used 
for committing the crime 
were recovered from him, 
the police said on 
Wednesday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Crime Branch) Ram 
Gopal Nailc said that the ac¬ 
cused, Danish alias Zuhaib 
alias Makku, is a resident of 
Ballimaran. 

According to the police, 
on August 26, one Saleem 
told them that when he was 
sitting with his friends Jala- 
luddin and Soofiyan on the 
terrace of his house and hav¬ 
ing drinks, Danish and 
another friend came and 
joined them. “He whipped 
out a pistol and fired a shot 
in the air. Thereafter, to 
show off, he again fired in 


the direction of Jalaluddin. 
The bullet hit him in the sto¬ 
mach and blood started ooz¬ 
ing out. Scared, he fled the 
spot,” Mr. Nailc said adding 
that Jalaluddin was rushed 
to the hospital where he is 
undergoing treatment. 

Based on a complaint, a 
case under Section 307 (at¬ 
tempt to murder) of the In¬ 
dian Penal Code and under 
relevant Sections of the 
Arms Act was registered 
against Danish at Lahori 
Gate police station. 

Mr. Nailc said that they re¬ 
ceived a tip-off that Danish 
would come near Shanti Van 
on Ring Road after which a 
trap was laid and the ac¬ 
cused was arrested. “After 
frisking him, an automatic 
pistol and the weapon used 
in the commission of the 
crime was recovered,” the 
officer said. 

Police said that Danish is 
an illiterate and started do¬ 
ing odd jobs at an early age. 


Gym trainer arrested for 
killing ‘abusive’ father 

Accused had plans to escape to Nepal 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 27-year-old gym trainer 
was arrested from Dwarka’s 
Jaffarpur Kalan for allegedly 
killing his father, the police 
said on Wednesday. 

The accused, Amit Kumar, 
a resident of Khera Dabur vil¬ 
lage, claimed that his father 
often hurled abuses at him 
and he was irritated over 
this, they said. 

On August 27, Ashok Ku¬ 
mar (52) was found shot dead 
in the village. During inquiry, 
it was found that the victim’s 
son had shot him over a dom¬ 
estic issue, a senior police of¬ 
ficer said. 

“On Tuesday, the police 
laid a trap after receiving a 
tip-off and Amit was arrest¬ 
ed,” said Anto Alphonse, 
DCP (Dwarka). 

Amit was planning to meet 



a friend in his village to ar¬ 
range money so that he could 
flee to Nepal, the police said, 
adding that a pistol, 14 live 
cartridges and a bike were re¬ 
covered from his possession. 

Interrogation revealed 
that Amit had been working 
as a freelance bouncer and 
was permanently engaged as 
a trainer at a local gym. He 
claimed that his father was 
very abusive, even in front of 
his children and women of 
the family. 

On August 27, Ashok con¬ 
fronted his son over some 
domestic issue but when he 
did not pay heed, he started 
abusing Amit and his minor 
daughters. 

Meanwhile, Amit took out 
a pistol and shot his father 
when he was playing cards 
with his friendsand fled to 
Haryana, the DCP said. 



Boy beaten 
up, stripped 
inside bus 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

A minor boy was beaten up 
and forced to strip inside a 
moving DTC bus by some 
passengers who suspected 
him of being a thief and a 
video of the incident has 
surfaced on social media, 
forcing police to look into 
the incident. 

“We are checking the vi¬ 
deo and trying to identify 
the location where the inci¬ 
dent happened. We will 
talk to the bus drivers and 
conductors, following 
which appropriate action 
will be taken against the 
culprits,” a senior police of¬ 
ficer said about the inci¬ 
dent that supposedly hap¬ 
pened on September 5. 

In the video clip, the boy 
can be seen standing shirt¬ 
less inside the bus and peo¬ 
ple arguing with him. 
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Amity University students clash 
over parking, 2 brutally thrashed 

3 held; first arrest made after video started trending on Twitter 


SAUR ABH TRIVEDI 

NEW DELHI 

After videos and photos of 
two students of Amity Un¬ 
iversity being thrashed by a 
group of around 25 students 
had gone viral, the Noida 
police got into action and ar¬ 
rested three students on 
Wednesday. 

Superintendent of Police 
(Noida) Vineet Jaiswal said 
that three students of Amity 
University in Noida Sector 
125 - Shiv Kumar, Mayank 
Tomar and Chetan - were 
arrested for assaulting two 
students of the same univer¬ 
sity. 

“The accused were identi¬ 
fied with the help of CCTV 
footage provided by the col¬ 
lege administration,” said 
Mr. Jaiswal. He added that 
more arrests will be made in 
the case. 

The incident happened on 
August 28 but it took the pol¬ 
ice to make the first arrest af¬ 
ter a week when the incident 
started trending on Twitter 
with hashtags justiceformad- 
hav and justiceforharsh. 

The police said that on Au¬ 
gust 28, two students - 
Harsh Yadav and Madhav 
Chaudhary - were about to 


The accused were 
identified with the 
help of CCTV 
footage provided by 
the college 
administration 

VINEET JAISWAL 
SP (Noida) 

enter the university in their 
car but the entrance was 
blocked by an SUV parked 
wrongly at the main gate. 
The SUV was driven by a girl 
who was sitting in the car 
and she refused to move it to 
give passage to other cars en¬ 
tering the university. 

Following this, both the 
parties got into an argument 
and left the area. Later, a 
group of students led by the 
girl entered a classroom and 
brutally thrashed Harsh and 
Madhav with rods and hock¬ 
ey sticks. When a teacher 
tried to pacify, they attacked 
the woman teacher also. The 
injured were rushed to a hos¬ 
pital and an FIR was regis¬ 
tered against students and 
the girl for causing grievous 
injuries to two students. 

“On August 29, we got a 
complaint from the girl that 
Harsh and Madhav molested 
her after they had an argu¬ 


ment over parking,” said a 
police officer. 

Police have registered 
cross FIRs in the case. They 
are going through CCTV foot¬ 
age to find out the sequence 
of the event. One of the in¬ 
jured is serious and undergo¬ 
ing treatment at a hospital. 

University forms panel 

However, responding to the 
August 28 incident, a spokes¬ 
person from Amity Universi¬ 
ty said that both parties in¬ 
volved have filed complaints 
with the police and investiga¬ 
tion in on. 

“There was a personal al¬ 
tercation between a boy and 
a girl, which was dealt with 
immediately by the universi¬ 
ty officials. Later, both indivi¬ 
duals filed a police com¬ 
plaint against each other . 
The university has also set 
up a proctorial discipline 
committee to look into the 
matter. A few students have 
been suspended. Since this is 
a sensitive issue, we request 
all not to escalate,” the un¬ 
iversity said in a statement. 

The issue has been trend¬ 
ing on social media, with vi¬ 
deos that cannot be indepen¬ 
dently verified going viral. 
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GEOGRAPHY, ENVIRONMENT 
& WRITING SKILL DEVELOPMENT 

Sachin Arora 
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R.C. Sinha 


GS Batch Begins: 07 September & 01 October M1:30AM 


Venue: 20 Pusa Road, Near Karol Bagh Metro Station, flnnnCliQQQ/i ODOI000011 9Q7K1970 
Opposite Metro Pillar No. 97, Delhi-110005 0999040004 , 989199UU11, £8/018/9 


GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI 
OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL COMMISIONER 
REVENUE DEPARTMENT (HQ) 

5, SHAM NATH MARG, DELHI-110054 


Sub:- Advertisement for hiring of one Senior Consultant (Disaster 
Management) on contract basis initially for one yearfor “Implementation 
of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)”approved 
by NDMA. The Disaster Management professional will facilitate/ 
support the GNCT Delhi in taking measures for implementation of 
the scheme. Terms of reference in respect of Senior Consultant in 
Disaster Management are as under: 


Category, Qualification, Experience etc: 


i 

Discipline 

Disaster Management 

2 

Name of Post 

Sr. Consultant 

3 

Educational 

Qualification 

Master’s Degree in any discipline (preferably in 
Disaster Management, Social Work, Sociology, 
Geography, Agriculture, Architecture, Engineering, 
Urban Planning.) 

4 

Experience 

* Candiates should have minimum experience of 10 
years in the fields related to disaster Management- 
Post Qualification. 

‘Candidates having M.Phil Degree in the relevant 
filed are required to have minimum experience of 8 
years. 

‘Candidates having Ph.D Degree in the relevant field 
are required to have minimum experience of 5 years. 

* Candidates must also have reasonable experience 
in the field of preparation of Disaster Management 
Plans and Guidelines, or working in the area related 
to disaster Management. 

5 

Age Limit 

The maximum age limit will be 65 years. 

6 

Duration 

* For a period of 12 months. Annual extension can 
be granted till the completion of the project. 

* The consultant can be removed at any time by 
giving one month’s notice or the Consultant can also 
resign from the assignment by giving one month’s 
notice to the competent authority. If the performance 
of the Sr. Consultant is not satisfactory, NDMA may 
recommend for termination of the Contract. 

7 

Fee 

Rs. 1,00,000/- (One Lakh) per month 

8 

Reporting 

Mechanism 

Sr. Consultant shall report to appropriate authority 
in State/UT and shall maintain co-ordination with 
NDMA 


Terms of Reference (ToR) and application form can be downloaded 
at http://ddma.delhigovt.nic.in. Interested persons may send their bio¬ 
data on prescribed proforma on the mail ID ddma.delhi@nic.in alongwith 
certificates establishing educational Qualification, experience, etc. Hard 
copy of the application form can be submitted in the office of the Divisional 
Commissioner, Revenue Department, 5 sham Nath Marg, Delhi-110054 by 
30.09.2019 during office hours between 9.30 am to 6.00 pm. 

(P.C. Thakur) 

DIP/Shabdarth/0601/19-20 _ SDM(DDMA) 


A ND-NDE 
























































4 CITY 


DELHI THE HINDU 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2019 


Emeritus prof, row: JNU 
claims bid to defame it 

We are following rules framed by executive council: Registrar 


JNUSU polls: candidates engage in war of words 

ABVP focuses on measures to develop campus; NSUI hits out at govt, during debate 



Students at the JNUSU presidential debate on Wednesday night, -shiv kumar pushpakar 


IN BRIEF 


Five ABVP candidates file 
nomination for DUSU polls 

NEW DELHI 

Five ABVP candidates on 
Wednesday filed nomination 
for the DUSU elections. The 
ABVP said that the final four 
from the central panel will be 
announced on September 5 
after a decision by the 
selection committee. ABVP 
members Akshit Dahiya, 
Shivangi Kharwal, Yogit Rathi, 
Tushar Dedha and Pradeep 
Tanwar have filed their 
nominations. 



Talk: Bharatiya Jnanpith presents 
Hamari Hindi, a discussion about con¬ 
temporary Hindi language as used on 
various platforms. Discussants: Mihir 
Pandya, film critic, Vineet Kumar, 
media professionaland Vibhavari, lit¬ 
erary critic at Gulmohar Hall, India 
Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Man Mai Hain Dilli", an 
exhibition of watercolours by Krishn- 
endu Chatterjee at Delhi 'o' Delhi 
Foyer, IHC, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Urban Dwellings", a 
solo show of paintings by V.Ra- 
makrishna at Triveni Gallery Triveni 
Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11 
a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Colourful Dreams", 
seventh solo show of paintings by 
Mohi Jaya at All India Fine Arts & 
Craft Society (AIFACS), 1 Rafi Marg, 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditordelhi^thehindu.co.in) 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Jawaharlal Nehru Un¬ 
iversity administration on 
Wednesday said that there 
were several opinions being 
circulated on the issue of 
professor emeritus position, 
attempting to defame admi¬ 
nistrative reforms and appli¬ 
cation of rules. 

It said that the rules were 
based on statutes and ordi¬ 
nances of the university that 
were passed last year by the 
Executive Council. 

JNU Registrar Pramod Ku¬ 
mar alleged that a “motivat¬ 
ed campaign” has been 
launched using the name of 
one emeritus professor pri¬ 
marily to find fault with a 
new rule that was made part 
of the Academic Rules and 
Regulations of the University 
much earlier. “The new rule 
was implemented by the 
highest statutory body of the 
university, consisting of 
Deans, Chairpersons, and 
renowned academicians 
from outside JNU, to regu¬ 
late the process of appoint¬ 
ments and continuation of 
the positions of emeritus 
professor in the university. 
The goal was to make the 
process broad-based, time- 
bound and rule-based selec- 


The new rule was 
implemented by the 
highest statutory 
body of the 
university to 
regulate the process 
of appointments 
and continuation of 
the positions of 
emeritus professor 
in the university 

PRAMOD KUMAR 
JNU Registrar 

tion,” the Registrar said. 

Mr. Kumar added that the 
university would like to reit¬ 
erate that no single emeritus 
professor has been targeted, 
as has been falsely alleged, 
and that it has only sought to 
implement a rule that is part 
of the university’s 
ordinance. 

A skewed ratio 

Providing details, the univer¬ 
sity said that there are cur¬ 
rently, 21 emeritus profes¬ 
sors in JNU, 17 from social 
sciences and humanities and 
four from sciences which 
was a skewed ratio. 

“Many eminent faculty 
members who could have 
positively guided upcoming 
researchers in many fields 
have missed out in the past 


from being appointed as an 
emeritus professor and the 
objective was to set up an 
age limit and make the selec¬ 
tion broad-based, so that jus¬ 
tice is given to the deserving 
retired faculty members,” 
the Registrar said. 

The university said that it 
was under these new rules 
that emeritus professors 
who have attained the age of 
75 were requested to submit 
their contributions to the 
university in the last few 
years, so that a committee 
set up for reviewing the posi¬ 
tion could look into it. 
“Since everyone is equal be¬ 
fore law, letters were sent to 
all 12 emeritus professors 
who have attained the age of 
75 to know their availability 
and willingness to partici¬ 
pate in the academic activi¬ 
ties of the university,” the 
Registrar said. 

He added that a commit¬ 
tee was set up to analyse the 
current status of this posi¬ 
tion and recommend suita¬ 
ble steps for consideration 
by the Council of the univer¬ 
sity. The council, Mr. Kumar 
said deliberated upon it and 
approved the committee’s 
recommendations and 
turned it into an ordinance 
on August 23,2108. 


JAIDE EP DEO BHANJ 

NEW DELHI 

Six contenders for the presi¬ 
dential post of the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University Students’ 
Union engaged in a war of 
words during the night-long 
presidential debate on Wed¬ 
nesday, trying to win over 
their “sathis”. At the time of 
going to print, three of the 
candidates had delivered 
their speeches. 

Alchil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad’s presidential can¬ 
didate Manish Jangid focused 
on measures to develop the 
campus and tried to win over 
the new students on campus. 
He urged the freshers to vote 
for a responsible organisa¬ 
tion to run the JNUSU. 

Hitting out at organisa¬ 
tions on campus, including 
the outgoing JNUSU that 
protested against the new ad¬ 
mission policy, Mr. Jangid 
said, “New students working 
hard to enter JNU, let me tell 
you that the Left-aligned stu¬ 
dent called you incompetent 
even before you entered 
campus. I ask you how can 
you vote for leaders that de¬ 
cided that you were incom¬ 
petent and assassinated your 
character even before set 
foot on campus.” 

ABVP solves problems’ 

He added that when people 
enter the campus and wit¬ 
ness a lack of facilities, they 
reach out to the AVBP as 


there is no one to hear their 
grievances. The ABVP is the 
only organisation on campus 
that has a track record of 
solving problems whenever 
they have been in the union. 
“This campus has Wi-Fi, e- 
rickshaws, placement cell 
and many such infrastructu¬ 
ral benefits thanks to the ef¬ 
forts of the ABVP.” 

Voices of dissent 

National Students’ Union of 
India (NSUI) candidate 
Prashant Kumar said that 
voices of dissent were being 
silenced across the world 
and things were not different 
in JNU and in the country as 
well. 

“People are being lynched 
across the country and those 
who were committing crimes 
against minorities and back¬ 
ward classes were enjoying 


impunity. Here on campus, it 
is a know fact that Najeeb 
Ahmed was attacked by 
ABVP members before he 
went missing and those stu¬ 
dents have enjoyed the back¬ 
ing of the administration and 
the State.” 

He hit out at the govern¬ 
ment and said that the Con¬ 
stitution was bypassed by 
Right-wing elements and that 
they have meddled with the 
Constitution for their perso¬ 
nal gains. 

Birsa Ambedkar Phule 
Students’ Association (BAP- 
SA) candidate Jitendra Suna, 
united Left panel’s candidate 
for president Aishe Ghosh 
and Chatra Rashtriya Janata 
Dal’s candidate Priyanka 
Bharati were yet to speak. 
One Independent candidate 
Raghavendra Mishra is also 
in the presidential race. 


The Students’ Federation 
of India (SFI), All India Stu¬ 
dents’ Association (AISA), All 
India Students’ Federation 
(AISF) and the Democratic 
Students’ Federation (DSF) 
joined hands to form a unit¬ 
ed Left panel to take on the 
ABVP this year. 

The debate took place in 
an electric atmosphere with 
students cheering for the 
candidates. Hundreds of 
alumni and students from 
other universities, who had 
come to witness the debate, 
had their own discussions on 
the political situation in the 
country and the changes tak¬ 
ing place in JNU. 

The election will be held 
on Friday with the counting 
of votes to start immediately 
after. Ballot paper will be 
used and the results are like¬ 
ly to be declared on Sunday. 


* 


33-km-long ‘Delhi Cycle Walk’ 
corridor proposed at L-G meeting 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

In a bid to shift towards 
greener mobility, a 33- kilo- 
metre-long corridor, called 
the The Delhi Cycle Walk, 
with four corridors connect¬ 
ing Tughlakabad, Greater 
Kailash, Nehru Place and the 
Delhi Secretariat, is being 
planned, the Raj Niwas said 
in a statement issued on 
Wednesday. 

The statement was issued 
after Lieutenant-Governor 
Anil Baijal, who is also the 
Delhi Development Authori¬ 
ty (DDA) Chairman conduct¬ 
ed a meeting with other se¬ 
nior officials of the urban 
body and Public Works De- 



The project will allow 
people to walk and cycle 
safely to places. 


partment (PWD). 

“The objective is to re¬ 
duce vehicles on the Delhi 
roads and allow people to 
walk and cycle safely to 
work, to study, to shop and 
stay fit. It will be a safer alter¬ 


native that would reduce 
vehicular load of the city, 
provide last-mile connectivi¬ 
ty, connect residential areas 
with metro stations and bus 
stands,” read the statement. 

To ensure connectivity ac¬ 
cess, origin and destination 
points have been mapped 
which are proposed to be in¬ 
terlinked to each other by 
the tracks for cycling and 
walking, officials said. 

Officials added that the 
L-G has directed the DDA to 
consult experts from the Ar¬ 
chaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) and Forest Department 
for implementation of the 
proposal called “The Delhi 
Cycle Walk”. 


0 North Eastern Railway 


E-Procurement Tender Notice No. 
02/PSC/2019 Dated 03.09.2019 

On behalf of the President of India, 
Principal Chief Engineer, North Eastern 
Railway, Gorakhpur invites the following 
E-Procurement Tenders from existing 
RDSO approved Concrete Sleeper 
Manufacturing Plants of Line Sleepers 
or Turnout Sleepers or Special Sleepers: 
S. No. : 1, Open Tender No./Due 
on : 52PSC Sleeper 2019 Due on 
27.09.19, Description of Materials : 
(A) Manufacture and supply of 
Prestressed Mono-Block concrete 
sleeper sets for 1 in 12 turnouts (pre 
tensioned type) for broad gauge 1673 
mm as per RDSO design to Drg. No. 
RDSO/T-1218 Alt. upto date and/or 
RDSO/T-1732 Alt. upto date, (for 
General layout) and part drawing 
thereof to suit 60 Kg/52 Kg UIC Rail/52 
Kg. Rail (both fan shaped) and IRS 
Specification T-15-2016 (third revision 
Nov. 2016) with latest amendments, duly 
loaded into wagons/road vehicles = 247 
Sets. Note:- Provision exist in above item 
that for procuring sleeper set for 1 in 8.5 
turnouts to RDSO Drg. RDSO/T-4865 
with Alt. upto date, for derailing switch 
sleepers to RDSO Drg. No. RDSO-T- 
5836/6068 with Alt. upto date and 
individual sleepers of above mentioned 
turnout as per requirement. The 
payment for this will be made on per 
meter of sleeper at the rate arrived by 
dividing the rate accepted for one set of 1 
in 12 turnout with total length of one set 
sleepers of 1 in 12 turnout, Qty./FOR : 
247 Sets/Ex-works, (B) Manufacture 
and supply of:- (i) Level Crossing 52/60 
Kg. BG PSC Sleeper as per RDSO 
drawing no. RT/4148 with alteration up 
to date if any conforming to IRS 
Specification no. T-39-85 (Fifth Revision 
Feb. 2016) and its upto date correction 
slip, Qty./FOR : 2714 Nos./Ex-works, 
(ii) SEJ 52/60 Kg. BG PSC Sleeper as per 
RDSO drawing no. RT/4149 with 
alteration up to date if any conforming to 
IRS Specification no. T-39-85 (Fifth 
Revision Feb. 2016) and its upto date 
correction slip, Qty./FOR : 722 Sets/ 
Ex-works, (iii) PSC Sleeper for Curve 
BG 52/60 Kg. as per RDSO Drg. No. RT- 
5738 to 5740 & RT-4174 to 4177,4170 to 
4173, 4183 to 4186 with alteration up to 
date if any conforming to IRS T-39 (Fifth 
Revision Feb./2016), Qty./FOR : 3000 
Nos./Ex-works, Delivery Period : 12 
(Twelve) Months, Estimated Tender 
Value (Rs.) : 11,29,70,142/-, Earnest 
Money (Rs.): 20,00,000/-. Note:-1.0 The 
complete information along with tender 
document of above E-Procurement 
Tender is available in website on 
https://ireps.gov.in up to 11.00 hrs. on 
the due date of tender opening. 2.0 Bids 
other than in the form of E-Bids shall not 
be accepted against above Tenders. For 
this purpose, venders are required to get 
themselves registered with IREPS 
website along with class III Digital 
signature certificates issued by CCA 
under IT Act-2000. 3.0 In case of any 
difficulty helpdesk available on the 
website of IREPS may be approached. 
Executive Engineer/T.M. 09794840220 
SSE/Computer Cell 09794840282 
Ch. Office Supdt./3T 09794844215 

Executive Engineer/TM 
CPRO/W-195 N.E. Railway, Gorakhpur 

About any Passenger Amenity complaint 
SMS on Mob. No. 09794845955 


Do not travel with inflammable article in train 
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NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY 


E-TENDERING NOTICE 

Divisional Railway Manager 
(Electrical), North Eastern Railway, 
Varanasi for and on behalf of 
President of India, invites Online (E- 
Tendering) "Open Tender" for the 
following work. 

S.No.:-l, Tender reference no.- 
E-Tender-L-08-19-20, Name of Work: 
Electrical works connection to 
Provision of Quick watering System 
for watering Hydrants (04 Nos.) at 
Chhapra Railway Station, Repair of 
existing Hydrant pipeline & AMC of 
2 years for the system installation 
quick watering system at Chhapra 
Railway Station under Umbrella 
work 2018-19. Approx. Cost (in Rs.): 
? 3,80,474.84, Earnest Money 
(In Rs.): ? 7,600/-, Cost of tender 
documents (In Rs.): ^ 1,000/-, 
Completion period: 90 Days. • Date & 
time of Closing Tender: 09-10-2019, 
15:00 Hrs. • Date & time of Opening 
Tender: 09-10-2019, 15:30 Hrs. 
S.No.:-2, Tender reference no.:- 
E-Tender-L-09-19-20, Name of 
Work: Varanasi Division:- Power 
augmentation of Varanasi area and 
Provision of cable tray at A1 & A class 
stations. Approx. Cost (in Rs.): 
^ 1,45,76,818.37, Earnest Money (In 
Rs.): ? 2,22,900/-, Cost of tender 
documents (In Rs.): ^ 5,000/-, 
Completion period: 90 Days. • Date & 
time of Closing Tender: 09-10-2019, 
15:00 Hrs. • Date & time of Opening 
Tender: 09-10-2019,15:30 Hrs. 

• Full details of E-Tednering shall be 
seen in Website www.ireps.gov.in 
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer 
CPRO/Vidyut-55 General/Varanasi 
About any passenger amenity complaint 
SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955 


Do not travel with inflammable 
article in train. 


H EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [§] 


TENDER NOTICE 
Tender Notice No. SNT-RE-DNR-115 
Dt. 26.08.2019 Open e-tenders in 
single packet system are invited by Dy. 
Chief Signal & Telecom. Engineer, Railway 
Electrification, Danapur for & on behalf of 
the President of India for the work of - 
S. No. 1, Name of the work with its 
Location: Work of trenching & laying of 
underground signalling cables/ power 
cable, casting of foundations, supply of 
certain equipment/ materials, erection of 
apparatus cases & fixing of equipment, 
wiring, testing & commissioning in 
connection with modification of Panel 
Interlocking at stations & MACLS at LC Gate 
in Tatanagar- Badampahar section of South 
- Eastern Railway under Deputy Chief 
Signal & Telecom Engineer, Railway 
Electrification, Danapur to suit 25 K.V AC 
Traction. 2. Approximate Cost of Work : 
Rs. Rs. 9843113.65 (Rs. Ninety Eight Lakh 
Forty Three Thousand One Hundred 
Thirteen and Sixty Five Paise only). 3. 
Earnest money : Rs. 196900 (Rs. One 
Lakh Ninety Six Thousand Nine Hundred 
only). 4. Tender closing date and time : 
07.10.2019 up to 12.00 hrs., 5. Website 
particular and notice board location 
where complete details of tender can be 
seen. : (http://www.ireps.gov.in); Notice 
Board at the office of Chief Project Director, 
Railway Electrification, Danapur, Near 
Jagjeevan Stadium, PO Khagaul, District 
Patna, PIN-801105. 

NOTE Original/revised bids are to be 
submitted online up to closing date and time 
on IREPS website only. Manual offers are 
not allowed against this tender and any such 
manual offer received shall be summarily 
rejected. Tenderer should get the digital 
signing certificate and register them on this 
website to participate in the tender. 

Dy. CSTE/RE/Danapur 
PR/1143/RE/S&T/T/19-20/52 


Did not praise PM Modi, says Tharoor 

MP speaks on need for judicial integrity, and to woo voters back to Congress 



Congress leader Shashi Tharoor during an interactive session with students at Delhi University 
on Wednesday, -sushil kumar verma 


SAND EEP PHUKAN 

NEW DELHI 

Breaking his silence over the 
notice issued to him by the 
Kerala unit of the Congress 
party to explain his remarks 
praising Prime Minister Na- 
rendra Modi, Thiruvanan- 
thapuram MP Shashi Tha¬ 
roor on Wednesday said he 
had asked the State unit to 
show him ‘one sentence 
where he praised Mr Modi’. 

Speaking to The Hindu 
ahead of the release of his 
new book. The Hindu Way , 
Mr. Tharoor said he hoped 
the judiciary would do its job 
on the recent move by the 
Delhi Police to argue for 
‘abetment to suicide or in al¬ 
ternative murder charges’ 
against him before a Delhi 
court in the death of his wife, 
Sunanda Pushkar. 

“The only hope is that the 
judiciary will do its job with 
integrity. There is a long jud¬ 
icial tradition in the country 
which predates Indepen¬ 
dence and by and large in 
the past 70 years, with some 
exceptions, the judiciary has 
acquitted itself remarkably 
well,” Mr. Tharoor said. 

Impartial justice 

“That notion of impartial 
justice gives us all hope. 
Whether it is Mr. Chidamba¬ 
ram [P. Chidambaram] or 
Shivakumar [D.K. Shivaku- 
mar] or me,” he added. 

When asked if he saw a 


design in agencies like the 
Enforcement Directorate, 
Central Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion, Income Tax or (the Del¬ 
hi Police in his case) going af¬ 
ter Opposition leaders, he 
said, “I would rather not 
comment as that would be a 
specific commentary on my 
case which I am not allowed 
to make.” 

“All I can see is that inde¬ 
pendent of my case or any 
specific case, we have reason 
to see a pattern. If you take 
Mr. Shivakumar as the most 
recent case, it cannot be 
merely accidental. There are 
certain people who have 
more serious charges, who 


have not been proceeded 
against the day after they 
switched to the BJP.” 

Talking about the contro¬ 
versy in which Kerala Con¬ 
gress issued him a show 
cause notice, he said, “When 
I was asked for an explana¬ 
tion for my praise of Modi, I 
told them ‘show me the sen¬ 
tence where I have praised 
Modi’. They couldn’t find a 
single sentence because I 
have not’. 

Kerala Congress had is¬ 
sued a show cause notice to 
Mr Tharoor after he had en¬ 
dorsed his colleague, Jairam 
Ramesh’s comment that ‘de¬ 
monising Mr Modi always 


doesn’t help the Opposition 
parties’. 

Explaining the context of 
his comment in detail, Mr. 
Tharoor said his intent was 
to win back the voters who 
seem to have moved away 
from the Congress. 

“BJP has gone from 31% 
last time [2014] to 37% this 
time and we stayed at 19%. 
Many of the voters, who had 
voted for us in the past, have 
left us and gone to the BJP. 
We need them back...Now, 
how do we do that? Do we 
tell them you shouldn’t have 
voted for Modi or you were 
stupid to have voted for 
him,” asked Mr. Tharoor. 


Unitech told 
to clear dues 
in 15 days or 
lose land 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NOIDA 

The Noida Authority has 
asked realtor Unitech to 
clear its ^2,743.29-crore 
dues within 15 days against 
the land allocated to it for 
group housing projects or 
face cancellation of the al¬ 
lotments, officials said on 
Wednesday. 

The realtor was allocat¬ 
ed land for developing 
group housing societies in 
Noida’s Sector 113 and Sec¬ 
tor 117 with dues of 
H,203.45 crore and 
H,539.84 crore pending 
against them respectively, 
said Noida Authority in a 
statement. 

Realtor Unitech was is¬ 
sued notices respectively 
on August 24 and August 
30 for clearing the two 
dues, it said. “On the plot in 
Sector 113, the group has al¬ 
so come up with 17 towers 
without getting the map 
cleared by the authority, in 
violation of the Noida 
Building Regulation, 2010, 
it added. Unitech also tried 
to have an agreement to 
sell land to Sethi Residents 
and GMA Developers, mak¬ 
ing them third party, with¬ 
out seeking the authority’s 
permission. This was done 
in violation of the lease law, 
it said. 


Cases of vector-borne diseases 
down in NDMC areas: official 

Civic body gives credit to efforts of its health department 


H EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY 0 


TENDER NOTICE 
Tender Notice No. SNT-RE-DNR-106D 
Dt. 02.09.2019 Open e-tenders in 
single packet system are invited by Dy. 
Chief Signal & Telecom. Engineer, Railway 
Electrification, Danapur for & on behalf of 
the President of India for the work of - 
S. No. 1, Name of the work with its 
Location: Work of trenching & laying of 6 
Quad Telecom. Cable, PIJF Cable & OFC 
Cable, Backfilling, Jointing, Termination and 
Testing of OFC, 6 quad & PIJF cable etc. 
and Installation & Commissioning of Way 
Station Equipments, Head Quarter Control 
Equipment with Power Supplies, 
Emergency Sockets etc. in SP/ 
SSP/TSS/Adjacent Sidings and Adjacent 
Block Section to provide Communication 
and to clear Induction Zone in connection 
with Electrification in Koderma-Hazaribagh- 
Barkakana-Ranchi section of East Central 
Railway. 2. Approximate Cost of Work : 
Rs. 15366973.06 (Rs. One crore fifty three 
lakh sixty six thousand nine hundred 
seventy three and paise six only), 
3. Earnest money : Rs. 226840.00 
(Rs. Two lakh twenty six thousand eight 
hundred forty only), 4. Tender closing date 
and time : 27.09.2019 up to 12.00 hrs., 
5. Website particular and notice board 
location where complete details of tender 
can be seen. : (http://www.ireps.gov.in); 
Notice Board at the office of Chief Project 
Director, Railway Electrification, Danapur, 
Near Jagjeevan Stadium, PO Khagaul, 
District Patna, PIN-801105. 

NOTE Original/revised bids are to be 
submitted online up to closing date and time 
on IREPS website only. Manual offers are 
not allowed against this tender and any such 
manual offer received shall be summarily 
rejected. Tenderer should get the digital 
signing certificate and register them on this 
website to participate in the tender. 

Dy. Chief Sig. & Tele. Engineer 
Railway Electrification, Danapur 
PR/1144/RE/S&T/T/19-20/52 


WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY 


r> r > . . . li m " 

r?-. Signal and Telecom (Project) Department, 

Kota Division, E-TENDER NOTICE 
No. KTT/S&T/Project/2019/01 -R-1, 
Dt. 30.08.2019 

Dy. Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer 
(Project)/ Kota, West Central Railway, 
Near Railway Microwave Tower, Kota 
Jn. Rajasthan-324002 for and on behalf 
of President of India invites E-tender in 
the prescribed form for the following 
work. Manual offers are not allowed 
against the following tenders and any 
such manual offer received shall 
be ignored. Tender No. : KTT/S&T/ 
Project/2019/ 01-R-1. Name of work : 
Hiring of Four wheeler (Non-AC) Vehicle 
(02 Nos) TATA SUMO Gold/ Mahindra 
Bolero/ Chevrolet Tavera/ Mahindra 
Scorpio or similar in price segment for 
field inspection and executing of 
ongoing S&T targeted works for a period 
of 36 Months for use of ADSTEs of Kota 
Division of West Central Railway. Cost 
of Work : Rs. 25,33,371.84, Earnest 
Money : Rs. 50,700/-, Cost of tender 
form: Rs. 3,000/-, Completion period 
: 36 Months (Thirty Six Months) 
Including Monsoon. Last date & Time 
of submission of tender: 03.10.2019 
at 15.00 hrs. Website address 
www.ireps. qov.in . 

Dy. Chief Signal & Telecom 
Engineer (Project)/Kota, WCR 
Tele / Fax No. 0744 - 2467058 
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STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The New Delhi Municipal 
Council (NDMC) on Wed¬ 
nesday said that cases of 
vector-borne diseases this 
year have reduced in areas 
under its jurisdiction, com¬ 
pared to the last two years. 

“With sustained efforts 
being made by the Health 
Department of the NDMC 
in respect to prevention 
and control of dengue and 
other vector-borne diseas¬ 
es, the number of cases 
have decreased considera¬ 
bly in comparison to the 
last two years,” said NDMC 
Secretary Rashmi Singh. 

The Secretary said that 
there are only three cases 
of dengue registered till Au¬ 
gust 31 this year, which is 
less than 61 in the same pe¬ 
riod in 2017 and nine in 
2018. 

So far this year, the num¬ 
ber of malaria cases is 24, 


Some relief jtC 



2017* 2018* 2019* 

= DENGUE = MALARIA 
*TILL AUGUST 31 SOURCE: NDMC 


compared to 41 in the same 
period in 2017 and 31 in 
2018. 

Awareness campaigns 
Outlining the details of the 
efforts undertaken by the 
Health Department of the 
civic body, the Secretary 
said that in order to sensi¬ 
tise the inhabitants of New 
Delhi area, sustained 
awareness campaigns had 
been launched in schools. 


The number of 
w cases have 
decreased 
considerably in 
comparison to the 
last two years 

RASHMI SINGH 
NDMC Secretary 

colleges, markets, residen¬ 
tial complexes, hospitals, 
private and government 
buildings and public areas 
as well. 

The NDMC also said that 
during 2017, the numbers 
of challans issued till Au¬ 
gust 31 were 291, while this 
year only 74 challans have 
been issued in the same pe¬ 
riod. “The decrease in the 
number of challans issued 
to people at whose houses 
and buildings mosquito 
larve is found, is a good 
sign, as it shows that there 
is more awareness among 
the people,” an NDMC offi¬ 
cial said. 
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CITY 5 


DELHI# Timings 


THURSDAY, SEPT. 05 


# RISE 06:01 

SET 

18:39 

C RISE 12:06 

SET 

23:08 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 06 



# RISE 06:01 

SET 

18:37 

C RISE 13:06 

SET 

23:53 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 07 


$ RISE 06:02 

SET 

18:36 

C RISE 14:03 

SET 

00:00 

Delhi Weather 

Delhi City 


max min 

36 28 

Safdarjang 


36 28 

Palam 


35 28 


Delhi Palam Today 
34°C A warm and humid 
weather with cloudy sky to 
continue. Spells of rain to 
occur at some places. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 
34°C Warm and humid 
weather with cloudy sky. Spell 
of rain and thundershower will 
occur. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 


THEHSMINDU 

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the veracity of 
an advertisement before responding to 
any published in this newspaper. THG 
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & 
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch 
for the authenticity of any advertisement 
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's 
products and/or services. In no event can 
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir¬ 
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/ 
company be held responsible/liable in 
any manner whatsoever for any claims 
and/or damages for advertisements in 
this newspaper. 


Mishra withdraws plea in HC 
against disqualification as MLA 

He had contended that the Speaker’s decision was ‘wholly illegal, arbitrary’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Disqualified AAP MLA Kapil 
Mishra, who recently joined 
the BJP, on Wednesday with¬ 
drew from the High Court 
his plea against his disquali¬ 
fication from the Delhi As¬ 
sembly under the anti-defec¬ 
tion law. 

On August 2, Speaker Ram 
Niwas Goel had disqualified 
Mr. Mishra from the Assemb¬ 
ly for campaigning for the 
BJP and Prime Minister Na- 
rendra Modi in the Lok Sab- 
ha election and for sharing 
the stage with other leaders 
of that party at an event. 

Joined the BJP 

The Karawal Nagar legislator 
was disqualified with effect 
from January 27 for taking 
art in a BJP electioneering 
programme. 

Mr. Mishra said he joined 



Kapil Mishra 


the BJP on August 17. 

On Wednesday, Justice Na- 
vin Chawla allowed Mr. Mis¬ 
hra to withdraw his petition 
on his counsel’s request. In 
his plea seeking quashing of 
the Speaker’s order, Mr. Mis¬ 
hra had contended that the 
Mr. Goel’s decision was 
“wholly illegal, arbitrary, 
vague and mala fide” as he 
was not given any opportun¬ 
ity to present his case. 


Mr. Mishra had said when 
he attended the BJP event, 
the Speaker assumed he had 
voluntarily given up his AAP 
membership. 

He had further argued 
that other AAP leaders like 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri- 
wal had also shared the stage 
with rival political parties 
like the Congress and the Sa- 
majwadi Party and there 
cannot be different yard¬ 
sticks for members. 

The Speaker’s order had 
come on a complaint by AAP 
MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj, 
who sought Mr. Mishra’s dis¬ 
qualification from the Delhi 
Sssembly under the anti-de¬ 
fection law. Mr. Mishra had 
contended that the Speaker 
did not give him the oppor¬ 
tunity to contest his case on 
merits and also did not per¬ 
mit him to lead the evidence. 

He had contended that 


the Speaker never gave him 
the chance to raise the point 
of non-maintainability of the 
complaint or the fact that 
Mr. Bharadwaj had no locus 
standi to file the petition un¬ 
der the anti-defection law. 

‘Highlighted corruption’ 

Mr. Mishra had claimed that 
the action was taken against 
him as he had highlighted 
‘acts of corruption’ by Mr. 
Kejriwal, Ministers and func¬ 
tionaries of the city govern¬ 
ment and the speaker had 
“prejudice and oblique mo¬ 
tive” against him. 

He added that he had met 
BJP MP Vijay Goel at his resi¬ 
dence on January 27, where 
he also met Delhi BJP chief 
Manoj Tiwari. Under no law 
can that visit remotely eq¬ 
uate to voluntarily relin¬ 
quishing the AAP member¬ 
ship, he had contended. 


‘Classroom scam’: Tiwari hands 
over papers to Delhi Lokayukta 

‘AAP govt, has committed corruption of 0,000 crore’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

BJP State unit chief Manoj Ti¬ 
wari on Wednesday submit¬ 
ted documents to the Delhi 
Lokayukta against Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Siso- 
dia in connection with an al¬ 
leged scam related to the 
construction of classrooms 
at city government schools. 

After submitting the docu¬ 
ments, Mr. Tiwari said that 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal had not only “commit¬ 
ted corruption of 0,000 
crore” in construction of 
temporary classrooms made 
of red-stone slabs and T-iron 
for government schools but 
was also “playing with the 
lives of children”. 

“Such temporary con¬ 
struction may be damaged 
at any time and is dangerous 
for the children. The munici¬ 
pal corporations have con¬ 
structed permanent class¬ 
rooms at one-fourth the cost 



Manoj Tiwari 


of (such rooms at) Delhi go¬ 
vernment schools... docu¬ 
ments in this regard will also 
be submitted to the Lokay¬ 
ukta,” Mr. Tiwari said. 

‘Creating drama’ 

“Mr. Kejriwal is creating dra¬ 
ma of completing various 
works in haste only to conti¬ 
nue in power and disregard¬ 
ing government rules... he is 
neither worried about Delhi 
nor the people of Delhi. Had 
he been concerned, he may 


not have obstructed Central 
welfare schemes,” he added. 

The North East Delhi MP 
said that the BJP, through its 
‘Delhi Bachao Jansampark 
Yatra’, was apprising citi¬ 
zens about “the various cor¬ 
ruptions of Mr. Kejriwal” 
and also about the “suffer¬ 
ings of the people of unauth¬ 
orized colonies” during the 
last 55 months. 

The people of Delhi, he 
added, had given a clear 
message to Mr. Kejriwal 
through the Lok Sabha and 
civic body elections that 
they were “not going to sup¬ 
port his party in the forth¬ 
coming Assembly polls.” 

“Mr. Kejriwal is taking 
such steps, which may not 
prove beneficial to him... the 
BJP’s policy is zero tolerance 
against corruption and after 
coming to power, the BJP 
will get all the scams investi¬ 
gated and the guilty persons 
sent to jail,” he said. 


Goel questions timing 
of AAP govt.’s ‘freebies 


BJP seeks CBI probe into ‘multi-crore bus marshal recruitment scam 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

BJP MP Vijay Goel on Wed¬ 
nesday questioned Chief Mi¬ 
nister Arvind Kejriwal’s deci¬ 
sion to offer “freebies” to 
Delhiites so close to the As¬ 
sembly elections. 

At a public meeting in Yu¬ 
suf Sarai, Mr. Goel asked why 
Mr. Kejriwal had waited five 
years before giving waivers 


on electricity bills up to 200 
units. He also alleged that 
the Delhi government’s TO 
weeks, 10 a.m, 10 minute’ 
campaign against vector- 
borne diseases “was a lie.” 

“The credit for controlling 
dengue goes to the munici¬ 
pal corporations where 
1,920 employees have been 
working on the problem 
since January,” he argued. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi BJP on Wednesday 
sought a CBI probe into the 
“illegal” recruitment by the 
AAP government of around 
10,000 marshals for deploy¬ 
ment aboard State-run bus¬ 
es. The move comes a day af¬ 
ter the party approached the 
Anti-Corruption Branch with 
a similar complaint. 

Terming it the ‘Marshal 
Recruitment Scam’, which 


they alleged was worth sev¬ 
eral crores. Leader of Oppo¬ 
sition in the Delhi Assembly 
Vijender Gupta and South 
Delhi MP Ramesh Bidhuri 
said they had lodged a for¬ 
mal complaint with the CBI. 

“A complaint has been 
filed with the CBI about the 
irregularities in the process 
of appointment of mar¬ 
shals... the [Chief Minister 
Arvind] Kejriwal government 
had promised to appoint 


marshals for DTC buses for 
the security of women about 
four and half years ago. Now, 
suddenly in view of forth¬ 
coming Assembly elec¬ 
tions... it has started the pro¬ 
cess of appointment of 
10,000 marshals... but cor¬ 
ruption on a large scale has 
been committed in this pro¬ 
cess,” Mr. Gupta said. 

“The CM, who issues big 
ads in newspapers to exag¬ 
gerate his works, did not pu¬ 


blish ads for inviting applica¬ 
tions for the post of 
marshals. Under the Consti¬ 
tution, SC/ST and Economi¬ 
cally Weaker Sections have 
to be given reservation in the 
recruitment, but in the pro¬ 
cess of appointment of mar¬ 
shals, the Delhi government 
has not followed constitu¬ 
tional process,” he alleged. 

The Rohini legislator 
claimed that appointments 
of 400-500 marshals had 


been done in lieu of “bribes 
from youth who did not be¬ 
long originally to Delhi”. In 
violation of the recruitment 
rules, persons above the age 
of 40-60 years were appoint¬ 
ed as marshals, he added. 

He claimed that those be¬ 
ing appointed were issued 
forged Aadhaar cards, voter 
IDs and domicile certificates 
on government holidays bet¬ 
ween August 12-15, for which 
notices were issued to open 


offices and the officers con¬ 
cerned “forged documents” 
for such appointments. 

“The Opposition lodged a 
complaint with the ACB after 
which the Kejriwal-led go¬ 
vernment tried to conceal 
the documents connected 
with this recruitment. The 
ACB took cognizance of the 
case and has sought permis¬ 
sion from the Lieutenant-Go¬ 
vernor to initiate an investi¬ 
gation,” Mr. Gupta said. 


‘Free power 
hiked CM’s 
popularity’ 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The city government's de¬ 
cision to give free electrici¬ 
ty to people who consume 
up to 200 units has in¬ 
creased Chief Minister Ar¬ 
vind Kejriwal’s popularity, 
AAP Delhi convener Gopal 
Rai said on Wednesday. 

During the Jan Samvad 
Yatra, Mr. Rai visited Bawa- 
na and Kirari and dis¬ 
cussed electricity tariffs 
with the people, said AAP 
in a statement. 

Mr. Rai said there has 
been a 12% hike again in 
electricity rates in BJP- 
ruled Uttar Pradesh. 

“Mr. Rai also said that 
the I Love Kejriwal cam¬ 
paign is getting widespread 
support, which has in¬ 
creased BJP’s anxiety. The 
initiative to waive 200 un¬ 
its of electricity has further 
increased Mr. Kejriwal’s 
popularity,” read an official 
statement from AAP. 



Writing on the wall 


A mural bearing a strong message at Delhi University's North Campus on Wednesday, -sushil kumar verma 


Green tribunal warns all States to 
properly deal with hazardous waste 

Panel asks them to set up treatment and disposal facilities 



RBI, Paytm oppose plea 
against post-paid wallet 

Questions over firm’s lending facilities 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Following a plea seeking re¬ 
medial action against pollu¬ 
tion caused by hazardous 
waste and compliance of 
waste management rules, 
the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) has directed all States 
to follow recommendations 
of the Central Pollution Con¬ 
trol Board, including setting 
up treatment, storage and 
disposal facilities. 

A Bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel took note of the 
recommendations put forth 
by the CPCB and observed 
that scientific handling of 
hazardous waste has to be 
ensured given that it is high¬ 
ly toxic and has the poten¬ 
tial to irreversibly damage 
the environment. 

The green panel has di¬ 
rected all States and Union 
Territories, apart from the 
Union environment and 
shipping Ministries, to take 


necessary steps towards 
compliance of the 
recommendations. 

“Recommendations in¬ 
clude disposal of accumulat¬ 
ed waste through treatment, 
storage, and disposal facili¬ 
ties or secured landfills, as 
well as preparation of guide¬ 
lines for identification and 
assessment of contaminated 
sites,” the Bench observed. 

Fine for violators 

The Tribunal also directed: 
“Hazardous waste inventory 
has to be updated and veri¬ 
fied... States that fail to set 
up treatment, storage, and 


disposal facilities by March 
2020 will be liable to pay en¬ 
vironmental compensation 
of HO lakh per month.” 

A total of 126 sites have al¬ 
ready been identified as 
“contaminated” and have to 
be cleared of hazardous 
waste within six months, 
the Bench added. 

“With regard to 195 prob¬ 
able contaminated sites, the 
assessment may be complet¬ 
ed within six months and 
thereafter the waste may be 
removed within the next six 
from sites cleared by the 
Central Pollution Control 
Board,” the Bench said. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Reserve Bank of India 
on Wednesday told the Del¬ 
hi High Court that a Public 
Interest Litigation cannot 
be used as a weapon to chal¬ 
lenge the financial or eco¬ 
nomic decisions taken by 
the government or the RBI. 

The RBI made the sub¬ 
mission in response to a PIL 
alleging that online pay¬ 
ments platform Paytm was 
providing lending facilities 
in violation of the law regu¬ 
lating such activity. 

The affidavit was filed be¬ 
fore a Bench of Chief Justice 
D.N. Patel and Justice C. Ha- 
ri Shankar, which has listed 
the matter for further hear¬ 
ing on September 18. 

‘Contrary to law’ 

The petition, filed by Abhijit 
Mishra, a financial econo¬ 
mist, claimed that Paytm 
Payments Bank Ltd’s ‘post 
paid’ service was operating 
contrary to the existing law 


and guidelines regulating 
such entities. It contended 
that the RBI’s guidelines for 
payments banks, like 
Paytm, do not permit credit 
or loan disbursement activi¬ 
ties by such entities. 

In its affidavit, the RBI 
said that Section 22 of the 
Banking Regulation Act em¬ 
powers the RBI to issue 
banking licence to a compa¬ 
ny to carry on banking busi¬ 
ness in India, subject to cer¬ 
tain conditions provided in 
this provision. 

The conditions are en¬ 
umerated in the licence gi¬ 
ven to Paytm, said the RBI. 

‘Misguiding the court’ 

Seeking dismissal of the 
plea, the central bank said 
Mr. Mishra has sought the 
relief against Paytm but he 
has made RBI the first party 
as he might be aware that a 
PIL would not lie against a 
private body and is indirect¬ 
ly attempting to misguide 
the court. 


K R NARAYANAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE 
OF VISUAL SCIENCE AND ARTS 

Government of Kerala Thekkumthala, Kottayam, Kerala- 686585 

www.krnnivsa.edu.in Phone :0481 2706100,112,113 


THE FILM SCHOOL UNDER GOVERNMENT OF KERALA 


The Institute offers professional training of international standards in 
all major faculties of film-making. 


ADMISSIONS 2019 OPEN 


POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA 

PROGRAMMES 
(THREE YEAR FULL-TIME) 

DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 
(TWO YEAR FULL-TIME) 

• SCRIPT WRITING & DIRECTION 

• ACTING 

• EDITING 


• CINEMATOGRAPHY 


• AUDIOGRAPHY 


• ANIMATION & VISUAL EFFECTS 


Number of seats: 

10 seats in each programme 
(Total 50 seats) 

Number of seats: 

Total 10 seats 

Eligibility: 

Degree from a University 
approved by UGC/Govt of Kerala. 

Eligibility: 

Plus Two (Higher Secondary) 
or Equivalent 


Last date of application : 23-09-2019 


Selection: 

Eligible applicants will be screened initially through an All India Entrance 
Examination and the final selection will be based on an orientation 
programme and interview. 

Centres of entrance exam: 

New Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kozhikode, Kochi and Thiruvananthapuram. 

HOW TO APPLY : 

Application can be submitted only online through the website 

www.krnnivsa.edu.in. 

DIRECTOR 
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Two Congress MLAs accuse M.R 
Health Minister of corruption 

Even the BJP regime wasn’t this corrupt, says Gohad MLA 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

Two days after a Madhya Pra¬ 
desh Minister alleged that 
Digvijaya Singh was attempt¬ 
ing to destabilise the govern¬ 
ment, two Congress MLAs 
have accused Health Minis¬ 
ter Tulsiram Silawat of cor¬ 
ruption. 

“Whenever I ask him to 
help someone, he sends 
them to Indore to his son 
who demands money. And 
then I ask them to return it 
and the work never gets 
done,” Gohad MLA Ranvir Ja- 
tav told The Hindu. “I have 
not seen such a level of cor¬ 
ruption even in the BJP 


regime.” 

Asserting that he would 
stick to his statement, even 
as infighting within the State 
Congress rages on, as Mr. Si¬ 
lawat had created “an unfair 
system”, Mr. Ranvir said, 
“The position is so bad now 
that no one would give us 
votes in the name of Con¬ 
gress. We won the seat based 
on the work we did in the 
area.” 

Ambah MLA Kamlesh Ja- 
tav said, “It’s not about the 
party, but a personal matter. 
If Congressmen become 
middlemen, how will things 
work?” 

Alleging that Mr. Silawat 


had been taking money since 
the Congress came to power 
in the State, he said, “Mr. Si¬ 
lawat says that I am like his 
younger brother, and the job 
will be done. But his son 
openly demands money. I 
have been elected from my 
own seat after 35 years. If we 
are unable to work for the 
people, what is the use? 

“Once my driver needed 
some help, and Mr. Silawat’s 
son demanded ^50,000,” al¬ 
leged Mr. Kamlesh, who 
along with Mr. Ranvir, be¬ 
longs to the Jyotiraditya Scin- 
dia camp. Even Mr. Silawat is 
considered close to Mr. Scin- 
dia. 


m INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY ROORKEE 


ROORKEE, HARIDWAR - 247667, UTTARAKHAND 


No. 1111111112/MM-23/IITR/2019-20/EOI/BSL-3 Virus/BIO/207 Dated: Sept. 04, 2019 

Expression of Interest 


Sealed Expression of Interest (EOI) is invited from the reputed Firms for 
"Establishment of BSL-3 Virus Containment Facility and HPC Cluster". For Details 
please visit Institute website: www.iitr.ac.in/administration/paqes/Tenders EOI & 
CPP Portal https//eprocure.qov.in/epublish/app . Sealed EOI should reach latest by 
15:00 hours on 30/09/2019. The EOI will be opened on same day at 15.30 hours. 

Dy. Registrar (Material Management) 


Abridge Invitation for submission of Event 
Management proposals under DDU-GKY 

Proposals are invited from Event Management organisation/ companies 
to conduct Job Fair/ CxO Meet under Deen Dayal Upadhyaya — 
Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) in the state of Tripura. 
Interested Event Management organisation/ companies may submit 
their proposal offline in the Office of the CEO, TRLM, Bholananda Palli, 
Opp. of EPF office, V.I.P. Road, Agartala, Tripura, Pin: -799006 within 8th 
September, 2019 by 5 PM. Detailed notice may be seen on the website 
www.rural.tripura.gov.in / www.trlm.tripura.gov.in / www.tripura.gov.in. 

Sd/- 

(Sudhakar Shinde, IAS) 
CEO, TRLM 

ICA-C-1026/19 


TO ADVERTISE 
PLEASE CONTACT 

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR 

PH:98203 50726 

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in 

Mr. GAURAV SEHGAL 

PH: 98110 06590 

gaurav.sehgal@thehindu.co.in 
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Law student to be shifted 
to another college in U.P. 

She had accused BJP leader Chinmayanand of harassment 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Wed¬ 
nesday agreed with the Uttar 
Pradesh government’s offer 
to facilitate the transfer of a 
woman law student from 
Shahjahanpur, who had le¬ 
velled harassment allega¬ 
tions against former Union 
Minister and BJP leader Swa- 
mi Chinmayanand, and her 
brother to law colleges affi¬ 
liated to the Bareilly 
University. 

Additional Solicitor Gen¬ 
eral Vikramjit Bannerjee 
told a Bench led by Justice R. 
Banumathi that the siblings 
would be provided hostel fa¬ 
cilities. “Their future is im¬ 
portant,” the court said. 

The Bench requested the 
Bar Council of India (BCI) to 
increase the seats in the col¬ 
leges where the woman and 
her brother would be shifted 
for LLM and LLB courses 



Swami Chinmayanand ■ 


respectively. 

The top court disposed of 
the suo motu petition. It said 
the petition, hied by women 
lawyers last week, was enter¬ 
tained because the woman 
was missing at the time. She 
was subsequently traced to 
Rajasthan. The apex court 
had intervened and directed 
the State police, heading 
back to Shahjahanpur with 
her, to bring her to the Su¬ 
preme Court instead. The 
Bench of Justices Banumathi 


and A.S. Bopannathen had 
an in-camera session with 
the woman. She conveyed to 
the judges that she did not 
want to continue her studies 
in the college run by Chin- 
mayanand’s ashram at Shah¬ 
jahanpur. She was allowed 
last week to stay back in Del¬ 
hi with her parents for the 
time being. 

Tree to go back’ 

On Wednesday, the court 
said the woman and her pa¬ 
rents were at liberty to go 
back to Shahjahanpur under 
Delhi Police escort. 

The court had on Monday 
directed the Uttar Pradesh 
government to set up an SIT, 
headed by an IG rank officer, 
to investigate the charges le¬ 
velled by the woman, as well 
as two related FIRs. It said 
that an Allahabad High 
Court Bench would monitor 
the investigation. 


Project for reducing weight 
of school bags in Rajasthan 


‘Students would 
carry one book 
per subject’ 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

JAIPUR 

Offering an innovative solu¬ 
tion to the problem of stu¬ 
dents having to carry heavy 
school bags, a pilot project 
was launched here on Wed¬ 
nesday for reducing the 
number of textbooks by 
two-thirds in government 
schools in accordance with 
the subject trimester. Rajas¬ 
than is the first State to take 
such an initiative. 

Inaugurating the project 
at a senior secondary school 
in Vatilca, Minister of State 
for Education Govind Singh 
Dotasara said the students 
would be required to carry 
one book instead of several 
ones on the same subject. 
One school each in the 
State’s 33 districts has been 
selected for the exercise to 
reduce children's burden on 
an experimental basis. 



Mr. Dotasara said the 
weight of old books for stu¬ 
dents of Class I was 900 
grams, which would be re¬ 
duced to 400 grams, while 
the weight of books for 
classes till five would be re¬ 
duced from 5.9 kg to 2.2 kg. 

Books distributed 

The Minister also distribut¬ 
ed new books to the school 
children. 

The project, if found suc¬ 
cessful, will be implement¬ 
ed in the entire State for 
Classes I to XII in partner¬ 
ship with Piramal Founda¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Dotasara also asked 
private schools to adopt the 
initiative. 


THE tMk-iJMIIXDU 


LET US KNOW 
YOU BETTER 


Your feedback is valuable to us. 
Please scan the QR code or visit 

www.thehindu.com/feedback 

You may call us at toll free 
1800 3000 1878 
or write to us at 
customercare@thehindu.co.in 




Senior Bengal Cong, leader joins TMC 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO L KATA 

Senior West Bengal Con¬ 
gress leader Omprakash Mis- 
hra, who was one of princi¬ 
pal proponents of the 
Left-Congress alliance in the 
State, joined the Trinamool 
Congress on Wednesday. 

Professor Mishra, who 
teaches International Rela¬ 


tions at Jadavpur University, 
visited the State Assembly, 
met Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee and announced 
that he has joined the TMC. 

He has served as the vice- 
president of the West Bengal 
Pradesh Congress Commit¬ 
tee and had resigned from 
the post a few weeks ago. 

He had played a crucial 


role in the Left-Congress al¬ 
liance in the 2016 Assembly 
poll. Prof. Mishra said he 
was joining the TMC as it was 
the only party that could 
fight RSS and BJP in West 
Bengal. 

The Chief Minister said 
that Prof. Mishra will head 
the teachers’ wing of the 
TMC. 
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CONSISTENTLY DELIVERING TOP RA NKERS & HIGHEST MARKS 

lailMJiMMIIWIiMiMI 29 th SEPT. 11 AM 



SALONI 
KHEMKA 
IAS 2018 
RANK: 27 


GARIMA 
AGGARWAL 
IAS 2018 
RANK:40 



OUR UNBEATABLE STRATEGY 

★ Foundation Classes 

★ Revision classes through mind maps & slides I 

★ Focusing conceptual clarity, special focus on | 
inter linkages & comparative study 

★ Supported by lucid & updated notes 

★ Test Series included CCCCIAM II 

★ Epoche : Quality Enrichment Programme [ OPcN OCOOlUN J 
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VIJETHA IAS ACADEMY 

ACE thru ANTHROPOLOGY 
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VIJETHAs ACTIVE LEARNING PROGRAMME: 


* K 

71 UPSC Syllabus precisely lectured 
7i Quality Interactive & Constructive discussions 
7i Daily learning thru Answer writing 
71 Weekly evaluation thru Consistent Tests 
7i Complimented with: _ 

0 40 Practice Tests* 

0 Study Material & Reference Sources 1 


0 Mains 2020 Test Series’ 

*Can be availed after course completion 


September 


#An Optional chosen by any background stream students 

Add.: 7/50, II nd Floor, Near Roop Vatika, Shankar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-60 

D011-42473555, 7678508541 ©©0650852636 




| | 
C <§ 


o> 


O) 

o 

0) 

© 


,10 

0> 


to 

0) 

<0* 

© 

00 

10 


10 


Q> 

CO 
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OPTIONAL 

by 

Narendra Sharma 


Classes begin with Geography of India 


Special focus on Social and Eco., Geo of India 
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9818566719,8376071053 

A-105, Ansal Building, 37,38,39, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar Delhi-09 


63rd BPSC 


(INTERVIEW) 

FREE OF COST 

From 5th September 

By Eminent Educationist, Bureaucrats 

BPSC ACADEMY 

RAJESH SIR'S INITIATIVE 

M-3, SATIJA HOUSE, DR. MUKHERJEE NAGAR 
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LEGAL NOTICE 


IN THE COURT 0FTHE MOTOR 
ACCIDENT CLAIMS TRIBUNAL 
CUM X ADDITIONAL DISTRICT JUDGE 
0FTIRUPATI 

M.V.O.P.No.116 OF 2015 
K.Krishnaia & Another 

...Petitioners 

Vs. 

ACE Logistrics and others 

...Respondents 

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT No.l 

Rl) ACE Logistrics, Rep. by it's Manager, 
Transport Nagar Campus, Dimna Road, 
Mango Nagar, Jamshedpur-831018, 
Jharkhand State. 

Please take notice that the petitioner 
filed the petition for compensation 
undersection 166 (1) of M.V.Act against 
you and two others and the Hon'ble 
court was pleased to order notice to you, 
to appear before this Hon'ble court on 
16-09-2019 at 10-30 A.M., through the 
counsel or in person and file your 
objection if any, falling which the 
petition will be decided ex-parte. 

Hg:16-09-2019 

B.PADMANABHAM 
Advocate for Petitioners 
Tirupati - 517 501, A.P., India. 


LlMmmail 



PUBLIC NOTICE 


INDIAN SOCIETY FOR 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
(ISTE) NT CAMPUS, 
SHAHEED JEET SINGH 
MARG, NEW DELHI-110016 
011-26963431, 26513542 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

ISTE Election notification for 
the term 2020 - 2024 has 
been issued. For detailed 
information, please visit our 
website: www.isteonline.in 
Executive Secretary 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


COSMOPOLITAN CLUB 


CIN: U92411TN1934NPL000349 
Regd. Office: 63, Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002 
E-mail: cosmonetcentre@gmail.com 
Website: www.cosmopolitanclubchennai.com 
Phone: 044-28584353 Fax: 044-28414356 
NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the 
146 th Annual General Meeting 
("AGM") of the Club is scheduled to 
be held on Saturday, the 28 th day of 
September 2019 at 10:35 a.m. at the 
Club Premises at 63,Anna Salai, 
Chennai to transact the business as 
set out in the Notice calling for the 
AGM. 

Notice of Annual General meeting 
dated 28.06.2019 forming part of 
Annual Report for the year 2018-19 
was dispatched to all members by 
Registered Post / Courier on 1 st 
September 2019convening the 
meeting on 28 th September 2019 and 
the said Report sets out the business 
to be transacted in the meeting. 

The Club is providing the facility of 
voting through electronic means 
("remote e-voting") in compliance 
with Section 108 of the Companies 
Act 2013 read with Rule 20 of the 
Companies (Management and 
Administration) Rules, 2014. The 
business as set out in the aforesaid 
Notice may be transacted through 
electronic voting facility provided by 
M/s Central Depository Services 
(India) Limited (CDSL). The Executive 
Committee has appointed Sri K M 
Subheramaniam, Advocate, as 
Scrutinizer to oversee the remote 
e-voting/manual voting process. 

The cut-off date will be 4 th September 
2019 for determining the voting 
rights of members entitled to 
participate in the remote e-voting 
process. 

The remote e-voting commences on 
25.09.2019 at 9:00 a.m. and ends on 
27.09.2019 at 5:00 p.m. The e-voting 
module shall be disabled by CDSL 
thereafter. 

Members who have cast their vote by 
remote e-voting may attend the 
Meeting but shall not be allowed to 
vote again in the meeting.The 
members attendingthe meeting who 
have not already cast their vote by 
remote e-voting can exercise their 
right to vote at the meeting. The 
facility for voting by manual ballot 
will be made available at the meeting 
venue. 

The notice of the meeting is 
displayed in the club's website: 
www.cosmoclubchennai.com 
and the e - voting website of CDSL: 
www.evotingindia.com. In case of 
grievances connected with the facility 
for voting by electronic means, 
members may contactMr.Rakesh Dalvi, 
Manager, Phiroze Jeejeebhoy Towers, 16th 
Floor, Dalai Street, Fort, Mumbai-400001; 
email id:rakeshd@cdslindia.com; 
Phone: 022-23058542 / Toll free no 
1800-200-5588. 

I By order of the Executive Committee / 
Place: Chennai SP.Sivalingam 

Date: 05.09.2019 President 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


I, Sachin Sangwan, advocate do 
hereby inform to the public at large 
that the constitution of my client M/s 
Atish Builders having registered 
office at 126, Narang Colony, 
Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058 has 
been changed w.e.f. 27th Aug 2019. 
If any person has any objection in 
such change of constitution may 
register his/her objection within 15 
days from the date of publication of 
this notice. In case, we failed to 
receive any objection, we will treat as 
accepted. 

Sachin Sangwan (Advocate) 

Chamber No. 336, 

Lawyer's Chamber Block, 
Dwarka District Court Complex, 
New Delhi-110075 


REAL ESTATE 


Property for Sale: A block Kalkaji GF 
Two room set with courtyard front 
back. Prime Location next to Nehru 
Place. Contact 9910084891 


PUBLIC NOTICE ISITUATION VACANT! PERSONAL 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Petitioner Mr. Carlisle Noel 
Alexander of 6 Bowerman 
Place, Sydney NSW 2126 
Australia, had filed the above 
C.P. No. 406/58 & 59/2019 
before the National Company 
Law Tribunal, Division Bench, 
Chennai, praying to direct the 
Respondent MRF Ltd., 114 
Greams Road, Chennai - 600 
006 to rectify their records of 
members from (Carlish N. 
Alexander and name of the 
father N Alexander) to the 
name of the Petitioner's 
shareholding as Mr. Carlisle 
Noel Alexander and name of 
the father as Capt. Philipose 
Alexander and to issue the 
share certificate with 

corrected name to the 
Petitioner. The Hon'ble 
Tribunal was pleased to order 
notice by Newspaper 
publication and posted the 
above case for hearing on 
19.09.2019. 

Anybody having any 

objection to correct the name 
of the Petitioner's 
shareholding in the above C.P. 
may appear in person or 
through their Counsels before 
the Hon'ble National 
Company Law Tribunal, 
Chennai Bench, Corporate 
Bhavan 3 rd Floor, No.29, Rajaji 
Salai, Chennai - 600 OOlon 
19.09.2019 at 10.30a.m and 
file their objection in writing 
along with supporting 
documents. If no objection is 
received The Hon'ble Tribunal 
will proceed and decide the 
issue on 19.09.2019 when the 
matter is called and proceed 
as there is no objection from 
anybody. 

MRF Limited 

No. 114 GreamsRoad, 

Chennai - 600 006. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

Zurich Life India Pvt. Ltd. office at 157, 
C-Block, DDA Community Centre, 
Janak Puri, New Delhi-110058 do 
hereby inform the general public that 
my client are having no business 
relations with (1) Sh. Prateek Gupta (2) 
Amarjeet Singh (3) Amit Sharma who 
are founder members of the company 
and done wrongful act with the 
company which adversely affected the 
company. Hence our client inform the 
general public not to deal with them in 
any mannerwhatsoever. 

SHARAD NAG PAL (Advocate) 
Ch. No. L-28, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi 


SITUATION VACANT 


GENERAL 


TRADE LINKERS PRIVATE LIMITED 

Regd. Off: 2744 Naya Bazar, Delhi-110006 
CIN: U51909DL2018PTC329981 
Email ID: anilsinghal166@gmail.com 
Mobile No. +91-8527911550 


REQUIRES 

COMPANY SECRETARY AND 
COMPLIANCE OFFICER 

Trade Linkers Private Limited, (“the 
Company”) offers challenging career 
opportunity and requires dynamic 
professional for the above post on 
permanent basis, for placement at Trade 
Linkers Private Limited, Registered 
Office, 2744, Naya Bazar, Delhi- 
110006 IN. Please send resume on the 
email anilsinghall 66@gmail.com 
For Trade Linkers Private Limited 
Sd /- 

ANIL KUMAR SINGHAL (Director) 

Place: New Delhi DIN: 00459778 
Dale: 04/09/2019 


GENERAL 
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THANKSGIVING 


MOST HOLY St. Jude-apostle, martyr 
and friend of jesus, today we ask 
that you pray for us and our inten¬ 
tions! You are the patron of im- 
posible. O’St.Jude, pray that 
God’s grace and mercy will cover 
our intentions. Pray for the im- 
posible if it is God’s will. Pray 
that we may have the grace to ac¬ 
cept God’s holy will even if it is 
painful and difficult for us. St. 
Jude you loved our Lord, help us 
to love him more. O’St. Jude, pray 
for us that we may grow in faith, 
hope and love and in the grace of 
jesus Christ. Pray for these inten¬ 
tions, but most of all pray that 
we may join you in heaven with God 
for all eternity, we make this 
prayer in the precious name of je¬ 
sus who lives and reigns with us 
and the Holy Spirit, one God forev¬ 
er and ever. Amen. 


OBITUARY & 
REMEMBRANCE 


DEATH 



Our Respected Pranams to 
our Beloved “Chitappa” 

Our Hony. Advisory 
Committee Member 


Sri S.V. SAN KARAN 


(Retd. - LIC, Stage Director - 
Viveka Fine Arts) 
who Attained the Lotus Feet of 
Bhagawan Sri Sri Sathya Sai Baba 
on 01-09-2019 - Sunday 
Homage by 
Prasanthi Old Age Welfare 
Home (Regd.) 
Thiruvanmiyur - Perungudi, 
Chennai 

Ph: 9444088555/8939475835 
1 9940155004 



Sri. M. Knshnamurthy 

Retd. AGM, SBI LHO, Chennai 
(Ex-Treasurer, AtMndia Vishnu 
Sahasra Namam Federation) 
left for heavenly abode 
on 23^2019. 

His 10th day ceremony 
(Dhasama Dhinam) wilt be 
conducted at Sri Sathya 
Narayana Theertham at 
1st Main, Besant Nagar, 
Chennai on Saturday, 
7-9-2019 from Bam onwards. 


In memory of your loved ones 

To dedicate a space in this section, 
Please contact: 

011-43579797 

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. & 

For Placing Advertisements 
Online log on to 

www.thehinduads.com 
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DEATH ANNIVERSARIES 



Dr.M.GANAPATHY. md] 


former Dsan, Madras Medical 
Ccutege & GgvL General Hospital 

Haw I w/stted I caufd talk to 
ytni over tftan&r, ffie day f 
mad of Articte 370. 

You were my google, my 
Wikipedia, and my 
Webster, right front when t 
was smati and dainty 

Every time J get pn a plane 
and wear that seatheit, 

i think of that endearing 
voice that demoed it to me 
on ground, with a s item 
drank you that's heartfelt 

That was before the first 
flight ait by myself to 
Munfhai 

You prepared me for the 
smati and big with lOve 
that nothing in Chi* wqt id 
c an buy 

7 years ■ my journeys have 
since changed dad 
But you teft me with foads 
of grit - to face the good 
and the had 

You remain imprinted In 
my mind as my superstar „ 
my /mro 

And i miss you but teii 
my seif you're up there 
watching Over me like a sweet 
Sparrow 

- Sundari 

Missing you as cver- 
Dr.G.Muthukumari & Yal. 
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announcements in this 
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office at the following number 
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committee Congress-NCP to leave 38 seats 

of PM’s visit for smaller parties, allies 


SHAR AD VYAS 

MUMBAI 


Will jointly contest 250 seats; deal unlikely with Prakash Ambedkar-led VBA 



Poll postures: With Congress and NCP almost finalising seat¬ 
sharing formula, smaller parties may gain at the cost of 
Vanchit BahujanAghadi. -filephoto 


The 16-member core com¬ 
mittee of the Bharatiya Ja¬ 
nata Party (BJP) met on 
Tuesday to take stock of 
preparations for the As¬ 
sembly elections and the 
upcoming visit of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

The committee dis¬ 
cussed ways to ensure 
smooth and successful visit 
of the PM during which he 
is slated to inaugurate a 
number of important pro¬ 
jects on September 7. “We 
also discussed the induc¬ 
tion of some senior leaders 
from the Opposition in the 
presence of the prime mi¬ 
nister,” said a senior mem¬ 
ber of the committee. 

The core committee in¬ 
cludes senior party lead¬ 
ers, headed by Chief Minis¬ 
ter Devendra Fadnavis, 
State unit in-charge Chan- 
drakant Patil, Mumbai unit 
chief Mangal Prabhat Lod- 
ha, Ministers Vinod Tawde, 
Ashish Shelar, and Pankaja 
Munde. A committee mem¬ 
ber told The Hindu that 
discussions on seat-sharing 
with Shiv Sena, talks for 
which are slated to begin 
soon, also took place. “A 
workable sharing formula 
is already in place and has 
been finalised by the CM, 
Sena chief Uddhav Thacke¬ 
ray and party president 
Amit Shah. We have to now 
start talks on individual 
seats at the earliest,” said a 
member. 

With the code of con¬ 
duct for Assembly elec¬ 
tions likely to kick in by 
September 15, members 
said talks over seat sharing 
would have to begin soon. 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

The Congress and Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) will 
leave 38 of the 288 Assembly 
seats for other allies and 
smaller parties in the upcom¬ 
ing elections. At a meeting of 
party leaders on Tuesday, 
seat-sharing on 90% of the re¬ 
maining 250 seats was 
finlaised. 

The decision to keep 38 
seats to smaller parties also 
means that both Congress 
and the NCP have lost hope of 
any alliance with Prakash 
Ambedkar-led Vanchit Bahu¬ 
jan Aghadi (VBA) of which All 
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Mus- 
limeen (AIMIM) is also a part. 
The 38 seats are likely to be 
shared by Peasants and 
Workers Party (PWP), Raju 
Shetti-led Swabhminai Shet- 
kari Sanghtana (SSS), Com¬ 
munist Party of India (Mar- 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Slamming a Bharatiya Jana¬ 
ta Party (BJP) survey which 
reportedly claims that the 
saffron alliance would win 
229 of the 288 seats in the 
upcoming Assembly polls. 
Congress on Wednesday 
challenged the ruling party 
to conduct elections on bal¬ 
lot paper since it was confi¬ 
dent of winning. 

“The BJP is known to 
manage surveys. The over- 
confidence of the BJP over 


xist), and others. 

With 250 seats to be 
shared between Congress 
and the NCP, the exact num¬ 
ber of seats each will be con¬ 
testing is likely to be an¬ 
nounced shortly. 

“We have already an¬ 
nounced that we want to fi¬ 
nalise the seat-sharing at the 
earliest and declare the first 


winning the Assembly polls 
is visible. Managed surveys 
like this are brought out on¬ 
ly to create confusion 
among the voters. If the BJP 
is so confident of winning 
229 seats, it should accept 
the opposition’s demand to 
go for ballot paper instead 
of EVMs,” said Leader of 
Opposition Vijay 

Vadettiwar. 

The Opposition parties in 
the State had joined hands 
last month to demand use 
of ballot papers instead of 


list of candidates, work on 
which is in progress. It 
should be out in a few days,” 
said a senior Congress leader 
who attended the meeting. 

The leader said both par¬ 
ties are firm on contesting the 
polls together. “We are very 
clear on our priorities. Win- 
nability is the only criteria 
while deciding on seat shar- 


EVMs in the Assembly polls. 

Claiming that the pre¬ 
election survey is nothing 
but sham, Mr. Vadettiwar 
said, “Had it been so easy 
for the BJP and Shiv Sena, 
then the two parties would 
not have organised yatras 
across the State.” 

Congress also slammed 
the State government’s 
move to open tourist re¬ 
sorts in Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh. “Maharashtra 
government seems to be 
working on orders of Naren- 


ing. There are no favourites 
of anyone,” he said. 

The screening committee 
of the Congress for Maha¬ 
rashtra polls will meet in New 
Delhi on Thursday, where the 
list of candidates will be pre¬ 
sented and is likely to be fi¬ 
nalised. The Hindu had last 
week had reported that the 
Congress wants to come out 
with its list of 100 candidates 
at the earliest to give candi¬ 
dates an early start to 
campaigning. 

However, the Congress 
and NCP have been unable to 
reach a consensus on Inda- 
pur Assembly seat, held by 
NCP’s Dattatray Bharne and 
once a stronghold of senior 
Congress leader Harshvard- 
han Patil. “There are disputes 
on few seats. These will be re¬ 
solved in front of Congress 
and NCP presidents in Delhi,” 
said the Congress leader. 


dra Modi and Amit Shah. 
Maharashtra is facing huge 
debt, the number of unem¬ 
ployed youth is growing 
and it is important to focus 
on investment in the State. 
While areas like Konkan de¬ 
serve more investment in 
tourism industry, the go¬ 
vernment is neglecting our 
own regions and boasting 
about investments in other 
States only to improve the 
image of Mr. Modi and Mr. 
Shah,” said Congress spo¬ 
kesperson Sachin Sawant. 


Cong, slams pre-poll survey, demands ballot paper 

The survey predicts victory for BJP-Sena in 229 Assembly seats 


Ready to roll 



An aerial view of the second phase of Nagpur Metro, connecting Sitabuldi to Lokmanya Nagar, which will be inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
September?, ■s.sudarshan 


Rain lashes western Maharashtra 

Heavy showers forecast for next 48 hours 



Cars lie submerged near Bhide bridge in Sadashiv Peth, 
Pune, after heavy rainfall on Wednesday. ■ mandar tannu 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

PUNE 

After a brief respite, several 
parts of western Maharash¬ 
tra including Pune, Satara 
and Kolhapur districts were 
battered by incessant show¬ 
ers in the past 24 hours. 

According to the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD), heavy to very heavy 
showers were expected in 
the ghat areas in Maharash¬ 
tra over the next 48 hours. 

“While the situation is not 
expected to ease before Sep¬ 
tember 7, today’s rainfall in 
western Maharashtra could 
be said to have reached its 
peak. While Pune city is ex¬ 
pected to get moderate rain¬ 
fall on Thursday, isolated 
areas in Pune district, espe¬ 
cially the ghat areas, will ne¬ 
vertheless continue to re¬ 
ceive heavy showers for the 
next two days,” said Dr. Anu- 
pam Kashyapi, Head, Weath¬ 
er & Air Pollution Monitor¬ 
ing Unit, IMD. 

While Pune city received 
steady showers since Tues¬ 
day night, the downpour 
was extremely heavy in the 
catchment areas in Maval 
and Mulshi taluks. 

The heavy downpour has 
led to Irrigation Department 
increasing the discharge of 
water from Pune’s Khadak- 
wasla dam, causing the 
Bhide bridge in the city to be 



submerged. 

With the Khadakwasla, 
Varasgaon, Panshet and the 
Pavana dams being filled to 
capacity, the discharge of 
waters from the reservoirs 
has led to a rise in the Mula, 
Mutha and Pavana rivers. 

According to authorities, 
27,000 cusecs of water were 
let out of the Khadakwasla - 
Pune city’s potable water li¬ 
feline - on Wednesday while 
12,500 cusecs of water was 
released from the Pavana 
dam, which caters to the 
potable water needs of 
Pimrpi-Chinchwad. 

In western Maharashtra, 
the hill station of Mahaba- 
leshwar in Satara district 
had received more than 200 
mm rainfall in the past 24 
hours till Wednesday morn¬ 
ing, greatly increasing the in¬ 
flow of water to the Koyna 
dam. 



This led the authorities to 
raise the height of the doors 
of the Koyna dam, which 
was filled to its capacity of 
104 tmcft, prompting a stea¬ 
dy discharge of 38,000 cu¬ 
secs since morning. A high- 
alert has been issued to peo¬ 
ple living in the vicinity of 
the dam. 

Kolhapur, which has yet 
to recover from a crippling 
deluge, once again reeled 
under the onslaught of rain 
as extremely heavy showers 
battered several talukas, 
notably Gaganbawda tehsil. 

More than 270 mm rain 
was recorded in the district 
in the past 24 hours, said 
authorities. 

Two doors of the Radha- 
nagari dam in the district 
was opened with a discharge 
of 1,428 cusecs causing a rise 
in the levels of the Bhogawa- 
ti river. 



No material against 
Sudha Bharadwaj: lawyer 


SON A M SAIGAL 

MUMBAI 

The advocate appearing for 
trade unionist and human 
rights lawyer Sudha Bharad¬ 
waj, while arguing for her 
bail, told the Bombay High 
Court on Wednesday that 
Pune Police has found no 
material against her to keep 
her at Yerwada jail for a year 
in the Elgaar Parishad case. 

Advocate Yug Chaudhary 
appearing for Ms. Bharadwaj 
told a single bench of Justice 
S.V. Kotwal that another ac¬ 
cused and advocate Suren- 
dra Gadling, also at Yerwada 
jail, uses the platform of In¬ 
dian Association of People’s 
Lawyers to purport Maoists 
ideas and pointed out the or¬ 


ganisation is not banned un¬ 
der the Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act. Mr. Gadling 
is the secretary of IAPL, whe¬ 
reas Ms. Bharadwaj is the 
vice-president and retired 
Justice Suresh Hosbet of HC 
is the president. 

Mr. Chaudhry said the 
chargesheet consists of doc¬ 
uments mostly letters which 
were not found from Ms. 
Bharadwaj’s house and the 
other material relied by the 
Pune police is in the form of 
printouts, but not printouts 
of originals. He said the doc¬ 
uments are typed, unsigned, 
unverified and unauthenti¬ 
cated. As there is nothing to 
prove the authorship, none 
are admissible in law. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 

RESEARCH, DESIGNS & STANDARDS ORGANISATION 
MANAK NAGAR, LUCKNOW-226011 


Corrigendum No-02 

GLOBAL TENDER NOTICE No. RDSO/TMM/GPR/2019/01 
Name of work: Monitoring health of ballast bed with the help of ground 
penetration radar technology for through ballast renewal(TBR) and 
rehabilitation on Indian Railways. 

The date of opening of Tender is changed to 23.09.2019 instead of 09.09.2019. 
Accordingly, the offer can be submitted up to 23.09.2019 (14.30 hrs). 

In future, if there is any change in tender document, same will be uploaded at- 

www.rdso.indianrailways.gov.in —> Tenders —> Other Directorate Tenders —► 
Works (Global Tender). 

Date of opening of Tender is 23.09.2019. 

File No.: TM/IM/87(GPR Tender) 

Date: 04.09.2019 

(Shrish Chandra Srivastava) 

Executive Director/Track Machines 
RDSO/Lucknow 

For and on behalf of President of Union of India 




Harshavardhan Patil inches 
closer to joining BJP 

At a meeting with supporters, calls NCP a ‘party of schemers’ 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Senior Congressman Harsha¬ 
vardhan Patil on Wednesday 
hit out at Sharad Pawar’s Na¬ 
tionalist Congress Party 
(NCP), dubbing its leader¬ 
ship as “scheming” and 
“shifty”. 

Addressing a meeting of 
his followers in his strong¬ 
hold Indapur in Pune dis¬ 
trict, Mr. Patil was lavish in 
his praise of Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis while 
heaping censure on Mr. Pa- 
war saying NCP had “insult¬ 
ed him” and had used him 
for their political ends. 

While political observers 
saw this as a strong indica¬ 
tion of Mr. Patil joining the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, he 
stopped short of a formal an¬ 
nouncement on this. 

Mr. Patil, a four-time MLA 
from Indapur, lost the 2014 
Assembly elections by a slen¬ 
der margin to the NCP’s Dat- 
tatrey Bharne. The Congress 
and NCP had contested 
those elections separately. 

Despite this, he had sup¬ 
ported NCP MP Supriya Sule 
(Mr. Pawar’s daughter) to en¬ 
sure her victory from the Ba- 
ramati Lok Sabha seat this 
year in the hope that the par- 



Harshvardhan Patil 


ty would back his candidacy 
in the upcoming Assembly 
polls from Indapur, which is 
a segment of the Baramati 
Lok Sabha seat. 

However, the NCP’s disin¬ 
clination to cut the ticket of 
their sitting MLA (Mr. 
Bharne) and support Mr. Pa- 
til’s candidacy has rankled 
the Congressman. 

“All of you [Mr. Patil’s fol¬ 
lowers] have worked loyally 
these past months, adhering 
to the coalition ‘dharma’ bet¬ 
ween Congress and NCP. Yet, 
we have received only ingrat¬ 
itude in return...The [Lok 
Sabha] results were out on 
May 23. Today is September 
4. Even after four months, 
despite several meetings, not 
one NCP leader has ever 
talked about Indapur As¬ 


sembly seat,” said Mr. Patil, a 
former State cabinet Minis¬ 
ter. 

“Indapur was not even in¬ 
cluded in the itinerary of the 
NCP’s ‘Shiv Swarajya Yatra’. 
Yet, why are its leaders hold¬ 
ing rallies here? Now, I hear 
in a seat-sharing arrange¬ 
ment decided in Mumbai 
that Bhor, Junnar and Puran- 
dar is to be given to the Con¬ 
gress while Indapur remains 
with the NCP. This is a stab in 
my back in spite of the help I 
had given to NCP,” he said. 

When Mr. Patil asked his 
followers on what course of 
action was to be taken, 
shouts of ‘join the BJP’ rent 
the air. 

“Your sentiments will be 
fully respected and what 
you’ll wish for shall come to 
pass,” he told his supporters. 

Praising Mr. Fadnavis, he 
said: “Even though I was not 
in power for these years, he 
never rejected any request 
on my part, however small it 
may have been.” 

He further said that Mr. 
Fadnavis, in a gracious ges¬ 
ture, had even postponed a 
meeting of the State cabinet 
to recently launch a book of 
reminiscences, Vidhan 
Gatha authored by Mr. Patil. 


Raju Shetti meets NCP’s Bhosale 

Opposition ally tries to talk him out of joining BJP 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Swabhimani Paksha chief 
and Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) ally Raju Shetti 
called on disgruntled NCP 
MP from Satara, Udayanraje 
Bhosale, on Wednesday in a 
bid to dissuade him from 
joining the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP). 

Following a series of de¬ 
fections from the NCP and 
the Congress, there has been 
speculation that Mr. Bhosale 
- one of the only four NCP 
MPs elected in Maharashtra 
in the general election - will 
go over to the BJP. 

Following the meeting at 
the government rest house 
in Satara, Mr. Shetti said 
leaders like Mr. Bhosale, a 
direct descendant of king 
Shivaji, were required for 
keeping a strong opposition 



and democracy alive in the 
State. “The present political 
situation is not good. There 
is a pressing need for force¬ 
ful opposition leaders like 
Mr. Bhosale who can take up 
the problems of farmers, 
workers and ordinary citi¬ 
zens in Parliament. I have re¬ 
quested him to think about 
this before taking any deci¬ 
sion,” Mr. Shetti said. 

He said Mr. Bhosale had 


told him he had not yet de¬ 
cided on joining the BJP. 

According to sources, Mr. 
Bhosale has been upset over 
the factionalism within the 
NCP for some time now. It is 
believed that he will join the 
BJP in the presence of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

This is the second such 
desperate effort on part of 
the NCP and its allies to stop 
Mr. Bhosale from switching 
sides. On Monday, the party 
had sent actor-turned-MP 
from Shirur, Dr. Amol Kolhe, 
to persuade the Satara lead¬ 
er to change his mind. The 
half-hour meeting, however, 
came a cropper. “How can a 
mavala (Maratha soldier) 
convince a king [as Mr. Bho¬ 
sale is the 13 th direct descen¬ 
dant of King Shivaji]?” was 
Dr. Kolhe’s terse remark af¬ 
ter the meeting. 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 

IPH DEPARTMENT 

“ NOTICE INVITING TENDER” 

Sealed item rate tenders on form 6 & 8 are hereby invited by the undersigned on 
behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh for the following works from the approved 
and eligible contractors, so as to reach in this office on or before 16.09.2019 up to 
10.30 AM and will be opened on the same day at 11.00 AM in the presence of 
intending contractors or their authorized representatives . The tender form can be 
had from IPH Sub-Division Bharmour against cash payment (Non- Refundable) on 
or before 13.09.2019. 

The earnest money in the shape of National saving certificate/ Time 
deposits Accounts/ Saving Accounts in any of the Post office in Himachal Pradesh 
duly pledged in favour of the Executive Engineer 1 & PH. Division Chamba must be 
accompanied with each tender. Conditional tenders and tenders received without 
earnest money will be summarily rejected. The offer of the tenders shall be kept 
opened for 120 days. The Executive Engineer IPH Division Chamba reserves the 
right to reject the tenders without assigning any reasons. 

Sr. 

No. 

Name of Work 

Est. cost 

Earnest 

Money 

Time 

Limit 

Cost of 
tender 
form 

1. 

Aug. of WSS Kuther in GP Kuther 
Tehsil Bharmour Distt. Chamba (H.P) 
(SH:- Excavation laying jointing & 
testing of Gl Pipe 

314900/- 

6298/- 

Three 

month 

250/- 

2. 

Imp. Of WSS Andrlagram in GP Holi 
Tehsil Bharmour Distt. Chamba 
(SH:-Excavation laying jointing & 
testing of Gl Pipes from RD 2250/0 to 
400, RD 2250/250/0 to 200, RD 
2250/250 to 2250/850/0 to 
2250/850/500, RD 3230 to 4190, RD 
4190to5080(Node2to 19, Node 14 
to 20, Node 14 to 16, Node 16 to 24, 
Node 5 to 6, Node 7 to 8. 

270052/- 

5401/- 

Three 

month 

250/- 

3. 

Restoration of Rain Damage to 
Sewerage Scheme Bharmour Distt 
Chamba (SH:- Repairs to manholes 
by plastering and PCC bed Chourasi 
area). 

186246 

3725 

Three 

month 

250/- 

4. 

Remodeling of WSS Chilly Gadiyara 
in GP Brehi Tehsil & Distt. Chamba 
(SH:- C/0 intake at spring source 2 
No, C/0 RCC storage tank 27000 liter 
capacity. 1 No. C/O stand Post 2 No 
fencing work, site Development for 
C/O storage tank 

499336 

10000 

Three 

month 

250/- 

Terms & Conditions:-1. Before offering the rates the Terms & conditions attached 
with the schedule of quantity may be gone through carefully. 2. Conditional tenders 
without earnest Money will be bout rightly be rejected. 3. The contractor shall enclose 
enlistment/renewal order with his application for obtaining the tender documents. 4. 
Latest income tax and sale tax clearance certificate as well as PAN No must be 
attached with the application failing which the documents will not issue to those 
contractors. 5. The contractors shall produce registration of labour license from the 
competent authority under contract act 1970 failing which no tender will not issued to 
him. 

Note: - No tender forms will be issued to those contractors who have not completed 
the work within the stipulated period and having more than two works in hand under 
this Division. sd/ _ Executive Engineer 

hp/1833/19-20 1 & P.H. Division Chamba. 


IN THE DEBT RECOVERY 
TRIBUNAL-2 AT CHENNAI 
O.A.No.490 of 2019 

Central Bank of India 

(IFSC: CBIN0280883), 

Branch Office: T.Nagar, 

No.11, Rajabathar Street, 
Chennai-600 017. 

...Applicant 

-Vs- 

1. Mrs.S.Kausalya, 

W/o.Mr.R.Shankar, 

New Delhi-110 045. 

2. Mr.A.Hari, (PAN No. Not Known) 
S/o.Alagu Sundaram, 

Vadapalani, Chennai-600 026. 

...Defendants 1 & 2 
To, 

1. Mrs.S.Kausalya, 

W/o.Mr.R.Shankar, 

RZ-2/4, Gali No.3, 1 st Floor, 
Vaishali Extension, Palam 
Village, Near MTNL Office, 

New Delhi-110 045. 

Also residing at, Flat No. 102, 

1 st Floor, Rear Side, Khasra. 

RZF No.86/11, Mahavir Enclave, 
New Delhi-110 045. 

2. Mr.A.Hari, (PAN No. Not Known), 
S/o. Alagu Sundaram, 

No.309/166, Arcot Road, 
Vadapalani, Chennai-600 026. 
Also residing at, No.6, Vijaya 
Street, Opp. To Vijaya Hospital, 
Vadapalani, Chennai-600 026. 

...Defendants 1 & 2 

Madam/Sir 

Take notice that the above said 
O.A.has been filed by the Applicant 
herein in DRT-II, Chennai against 
you both, the defendants 1 & 2, 
personally jointly and severally 
to pay a sum of Rs.11,07,304/- 
(Rupees Eleven Lakh Seven 
Thousand Three Hundred Four only) 
being the loan outstanding in the 
Housing Loan Accounts on 
13.01.2019 with subsequent interest 
at the rate of 10.25% per annum 
with monthly rests as agreed upon 
by the defendants 1 and 2 from the 
date of the Application till the date of 
realization of the Payment in full and 
for certain other reliefs. 

When the said O.A.No.490/2019 
came up before the Learned 
Registrar, DRT-II on 24.06.2019, 
the ordered Paper Publication to you 
and posted the matter to 
12.09.2019. Therefore please take 
notice that you are hereby called 
upon to appear in person or through 
your counsel before the Hon'ble 
DRT-II on 12.09.2019 failing which 
the matter will be decided in your 
absence. 

Vijayalakshmi M, 
Counsel for Applicant 


A ND-NDE 
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Violence in parts of Karnataka 
after arrest of D.K. Shivakumar 

BJP leaders worried as discontent against party seems to be growing 



Violent protests: Police trying to control KPCC and Youth 
Congress members in Bengaluru, -v.sreenivasamurthy 


A.P. Cabinet ratifies pre-closure 
of contract with Navayuga 

Decides to recover mobilisation advance paid to company 



The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet has given its nod for reverse 
tendering of the Polavaram project, -file photo 



Siddaramaiah slaps 
aide in Mysuru 

MYSURU 

Former Karnataka Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah was 
caught on camera slapping an 
aide on the Mysuru airport 
premises on Wednesday. The 
video soon went viral on 
social media. The aide, 
Nadanahalli Ravi, sought to 
clarify to the media that it 
was a minor issue. 

Talks with Muthoot 
management on Monday 

KOCHI 

The conciliatory meeting 
convened by Kerala Minister 
for Labour T.P. Ramakrishnan 
with representatives of the 
management of Muthoot 
Finance and leaders of a 
section of its workers will be 
held here on Monday. 

The ?36,000-crore NBFC 
company is considering 
closing down around 300 of 
its branches in Kerala. 


STAFF REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

The arrest of D.K. Shivaku¬ 
mar sparked off violent prot¬ 
ests, particularly in the Vok- 
kaliga heartland of old 
Mysuru and discontent 
seems to be gathering 
against the Bharatiya Janata 
Party. Insiders in the saffron 
party are also worried of a 
possible damage this could 
lead to in the region. 

The Congress leader’s ar¬ 
rest is seen as the latest in a 
string of instances where the 
BJP has “targeted” the Vok- 
lcaliga community - pulling 
down H.D. Kumaraswamy as 
Chief Minister, the suicide of 
V.G. Siddhartha, a promi¬ 
nent Vokkaliga entrepreneur 
who alleged harassment by 
the Income Tax officials, and 
now this arrest. 

“It is very clear that the 


BJP has misused Central 
agencies to selectively target 
Mr. Shivakumar. Though 
S.M. Krishna joined the BJP, 
he could not save his son-in- 
law from harassment from 
these agencies. They are also 
trying to decimate the JD(S) 
first by toppling the govern¬ 
ment and now by trying to 


implicate Mr. Kumaraswamy 
in multiple cases with the 
CBI. If the BJP thinks they 
can win the support of the 
community by decimating 
the existing leadership, they 
are mistaken,” said M. Naga- 
raj, a former secretary of the 
Vokkaligara Sangha. 

The BJP, for a combina¬ 


tion of reasons - a lack of 
coordination in the Con- 
gress-Janata Dal (Secular) al¬ 
liance and a campaign 
centred on national security 
- made inroads into the Old 
Mysore region in the recent 
Lok Sabha polls. This point¬ 
ed to the party gaining the 
support of a section of the 
community. “But in just four 
months since then, the party 
seems to have earned the ire 
of the community,” said a 
Vokkaliga leader from the Ja¬ 
nata Dal (Secular). 

Evidently alarmed by the 
caste connotations the arrest 
was taking, Karnataka Chief 
Minister B.S. Yediyurappa 
has reportedly gagged his 
partymen from speaking on 
the issue. 

IT'S JUST VENDETTA POLITICS, 
SAYS RAHUL ►PAGE 10 


STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

The Andhra Pradesh Cabi¬ 
net at its meeting held on 
Wednesday ratified the pre¬ 
closure of the Polavaram Hy¬ 
dro Electric Project (PHEP) 
contract that was awarded 
to Navayuga Engineering 
Company Limited (NECL) 
for nearly ?3,217 crore and 
gave its nod for reverse ten¬ 
dering, a process which has 
already been set in motion 
in spite of objections by the 
Polavaram Project Authority 
(PPA). The Cabinet also de¬ 
cided to recover the ?780 
crore mobilisation advance 
paid to NECL. 

The Cabinet decision 
came just about two weeks 
after the High Court directed 
the government to suspend 
the order issued by AP-Gen- 
co for pre-closing/terminat¬ 
ing the contract given to 
NECL, which argued that it 


had time till November 2021 
for completing the 960-MW 
(12X80 MW) project. 

The court had also barred 
the government from float¬ 
ing reverse tenders and in¬ 
sisted that the opportunity 
to remedy any defects be gi¬ 
ven to the petitioner (NECL) 
and the action taken by Gen- 
co was neither in accor¬ 
dance with the terms of the 
contract nor settled princi¬ 
ples of law. 


In his letter dated August 
16 to Special Chief Secretary 
(Water Resources) Aditya 
Nath Das, PPA CEO R.K. Jain 
said there was neither 
enough ground nor necessi¬ 
ty for pre-closure of tenders 
and re-tendering and ad¬ 
vised the State to abandon 
the idea in the best interests 
of the project or keep it in 
abeyance till the Central go¬ 
vernment took a considered 
view of the matter. 


Krishna in spate again 
gates of Almatti lifted 


TTD takes possession of land in Mumbai 



TTD Joint Executive Officer P. Basant Kumar offering 
prasadam to Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis in Mumbai. 


Two key accused in 
Gauri case still at large 

Module mentors not held to account 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

VIJAYAWADA 

The gates of the Almatti 
Dam have been lifted again 
to release nearly 20,000 cu- 
secs through the spillway. 
Another 42,000 cusecs are 
being released after power 
generation from the project 
with a sudden increase of in¬ 
flows of 60,000 cusecs on 
Wednesday. 

The reservoir on the Tun- 
gabhadra, a tributary of the 
Krishna, has also recorded 
an inflow of 22,734 cusecs 
and over 10,000 cusecs are 
being discharged from the 
dam after the diversion of 
11,000 cusecs into irrigation 
canals. 

While the Almatti and the 
Tungabhadra are brimming 


(99% and 100% respective¬ 
ly), in Srisailam it is only 
82%, forcing the authorities 
to reduce the releases to the 
Pottyreddipadu Head Regu¬ 
lator (PRPHR) and also cut¬ 
ting down power genera¬ 
tion. About 40 tmcft was 
needed to fill it. “With the 
inflows to the Almatti and 
the Tungabhadra increas¬ 
ing, inflows can also be ex¬ 
pected to Srisailam, which 
is crucial for providing wa¬ 
ter to Rayalaseema and Te- 
langana,” Irrigation officials 
said. 

The level in the Srisailam 
dam was 877.7 ft on Wednes¬ 
day and water could be re¬ 
leased from the PRPHR until 
the level in the reservoir was 
854 ft. 


Sri Venkateswara 
temple to come 
up on 648 sq m 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

TIRUPATI 

The TTD has formally taken 
possession of a prime chunk 
of land in Mumbai from the 
Maharashtra government, 
which was allotted on lease 
basis to the temple manage¬ 
ment on Wednesday. 

Following a request by 
TTD Executive Officer Anil 
Kumar Singhal, the govern¬ 
ment offered 648 sq m in 
East Bandra locality. Joint 
Executive Officer P. Basant 
Kumar took possession of 
the land. 

The TTD already has a 
temple-cum-information 
centre at a rented premises 


in Sion to disseminate infor¬ 
mation to the local devotees 
about the accommodation, 
darshan/sevas and other 
amenities available at Tiru- 
mala and Tirupati. 


In the new sprawling pre¬ 
mises, the TTD proposes to 
construct a temple with the 
sanctum sanctorum housing 
the presiding deity of Lord 
Venkateswara, on the lines 


of Tirumala. The building 
will also have “Artha Manda- 
pam” and “Mukha Manda- 
pam” in the elevated first 
floor and a kitchen (potu) 
and meditation hall in the 
basement. 

Accommodation facility 
will also be provided after 
the ‘Sthapathi’ (temple 
sculptor) and the architectu¬ 
ral firm finalise the plan. 

Mr. Basant Kumar formal¬ 
ly met Maharashtra Chief Mi¬ 
nister Devendra Fadnavis 
and Finance Minister Sudhir 
Mungantiwar and offered 
the famous Taddu prasa¬ 
dam’ to them. 

Mr. Kumar was accompa¬ 
nied by TTD Mumbai Local 
Advisory Committee (LAC) 
members V. Ranganathan, 
Gita Kasturi and Samir K. 
Mehta. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Two years after activist Gau¬ 
ri Lankesh was assassinated 
in Bengaluru, 16 people 
have been arrested - all 
members of an unnamed or¬ 
ganisation that targeted 
‘durjans’ (Hindus who are 
anti-Hindu). The Special In¬ 
vestigation Team had reco¬ 
vered a hit list of 36 writers, 
thinkers and rationalists 
across the country. Despite 
the arrest of key members of 
the organisation, the threat 
perception has not gone 
away. 

“The ideological mentors 
of the module are not held 
to account and two key men 


Gauri Lankesh 

are still at large,” said a se¬ 
nior SIT official. 

Two key accused, Rishi- 
kesh Deodikar alias Murali 
alias Shiva and Vikas Patil 
alias Nihal or Dada have 
been named in the Gauri 
Lankesh chargesheet, but 
are still at large. 



Joseph faction fields its own 
candidate for Pala byelection 

It is seen as a ploy to deny party symbol to Mani faction 


STAFF REPORTER 

ICOTTAYAM 

The unending row in the em¬ 
battled Kerala Congress (M) 
over the party symbol, two 
leaves, has put the Congress- 
led coalition further on the 
back foot in Pala. 

The dispute reached a 
flash point on Wednesday af¬ 
ter the P.J. Joseph faction 
sprang a surprise by fielding 
its own candidate, Joseph 
Kandathil, for the byelection 
scheduled for September 23. 
Mr. Kandathil, a confidant of 
Mr. Joseph and State secre¬ 
tary of the KC(M)’s farmers’ 
union, submitted his papers 
hours before for the time for 
filing nominations ended. 

The move, which came 
close on the heels of the Jose 
K. Mani faction turning 
down Mr. Joseph’s demand 
to raise a formal request for 
the symbol, is widely regard¬ 


ed as a ploy to ensure that 
the United Democratic Front 
candidate fielded by the Ma¬ 
ni faction, Jose Tom Pulik- 
kunnel, will not contest un¬ 
der the party symbol. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Joseph 
denied any role in the shock 
move, but said Mr. Kandathil 
would withdraw the nomi¬ 
nation as soon as the ongo¬ 
ing dispute on the party 
symbol was settled. 

“The decision must have 
come from the local level to 
counter the vile moves from 
the rival group to get the par¬ 
ty symbol,” he told media 
persons in Thodupuzha. 

Mr. Joseph also handed a 
letter to the assistant return¬ 
ing officer requesting him 
not to allot the party symbol 
to the UDF candidate. 

The Mani faction, on the 
other hand, sent a letter to 
the election authority 


through its general secretary 
Stephen George claiming its 
right over the symbol. 

“The two leaves symbol, 
under which K.M. Mani had 
contested from this consti¬ 
tuency for years, was so 
close to the heart of the vo¬ 
ters in Pala. The adamant 
stance taken by Mr. Joseph 
not to allot the symbol to the 
UDF candidate is a clear vio¬ 
lation of an agreement bro¬ 
kered by the UDF,” Jose K. 
Mani said. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. Pu- 
likkunnel and Bharatiya Ja¬ 
nata Party candidate N. Hari 
filed their nomination pap¬ 
ers to the assistant returning 
officer at Lalam. 

Following the uncertainty 
over the party symbol, Mr. 
Pulikkunnel submitted two 
sets of nominations - both 
as Independent and KC(M) 
candidate. 


Get, set, rain 




Ready to pour: Monsoon clouds gathering on top of the ranges near Walayar on the border of Tamil Nadu and Kerala on 
Wednesday. Recently flood and landslips ravaged many parts of Kerala. ■ dinesh krishnan 


A.P. to hand 
over mining 
case to CBI 


STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

The Andhra Pradesh go¬ 
vernment on Wednesday 
informed the High Court of 
its decision to hand over in¬ 
vestigation into the illegal 
limestone mining case, in 
which Gurazala former 
MLA Yarapathineni Srini¬ 
vasa Rao is allegedly in¬ 
volved, to the Central Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation, 
arguing that the com¬ 
plaints were of a serious 
nature and had political 
ramifications warranting a 
high-level probe. 

Advocate-General Sub- 
rahmanyam Sriram told 
the court that there were 
several complaints of ille¬ 
gal mining against the TDP 
leader since 2014 and the 
CB-CID had inquired into 
the matter. 

In its hearing on August 
26, the HC told the govern¬ 
ment that it was free to en¬ 
trust the probe to the CBI. 


Megalithic sword unearthed in Kannur village 


Students develop machine to paint high-rises 


105 cm sword found by Archaeology Department is believed to be 2,500 years old 


Harikrishnan Jayachandran and friends are in final year of engineering course 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOZHIKODE 

The State Archaeology De¬ 
partment in Kozhikode has 
unearthed what it calls a Me¬ 
galithic era iron sword, a chi¬ 
sel and a few decorated pot¬ 
tery from a rock-cut cave at 
Pothuvachery in Kannur 
district. 

The 105-cm sword, be¬ 
lieved to be 2,500 years old, 
was found during a scientific 
clearance at the historical 
site. “However, the discov¬ 
ery of the cave by the side of 
the unpaved road leading to 
the Manikkiyil temple road 
in Mavilayi village, 12 km 
from Kannur city, was fortui¬ 
tous,” said K. Krishnaraj of 
the Archaeology Depart¬ 
ment, who is supervising the 
project. 

About a month ago, he 
said, local people had spot¬ 




New find: The entrance to the rock-cut cave that was discovered at Mavilayi village near 
Kannur city, and, right, the sword unearthed from the cave. -s. ramesh kurup 


ted a hole that had deve¬ 
loped on the gravel road. 
They dug out a few pieces 
pottery from the hole and 
kept them in their posses¬ 
sion. Only later did some of 
them inform the Archaeolo¬ 
gy Department about the 
hole and turn over the Mega¬ 
lithic artefacts to it. 


The semi-spherical 
shaped cave has a diameter 
of 2.5 m and a height of 90 
cm. Investigations would 
continue for a week, he said. 

Mr. Krishnaraj said the 
sword was not a rare one. 
“Previously, a sword was dis¬ 
covered from a similar rock- 
cut cave from a site at Kuru- 


vattur in Kozhikode. The im¬ 
plements indicate the 
technological advancement 
of the Megalithic people,” he 
said. 

The materials will be shift¬ 
ed to the Pazhassi Raja Ar¬ 
chaeological Museum at East 
Hill in Kozhikode soon, he 
said. 



Young achievers: Students of Amrita Engineering College 
with the Wallpbot. -special arrangement 


STAFF REPORTER 

ICOLLAM 

It was the sight of a labourer 
painting a high-rise, preca¬ 
riously balancing himself 
without any safety mea¬ 
sures, that set Harikrishnan 
Jayachandran thinking. The 
final-year Electronics and 
Communication Engineer¬ 
ing student at Amrita Engi¬ 
neering College, Amritapuri, 
did some research and 
found that wall painters face 
a lot of health hazards as 
well. “According to WHO, 
these workers are in a high- 
risk category since they are 
exposed to toxic chemicals 
and lead in paint which leads 
to long-term and health is¬ 
sues and diseases like 
cancer.” 

He discussed the problem 
with his friends. They creat¬ 
ed Wallpbot, the prototype 



of a machine to paint high- 
rises without human involve¬ 
ment. This was tested at The 
Business Incubator (TBI), 
Amrita University. 

“Harikrishnan and team 
approached me with a re¬ 


port which laid out the pro¬ 
blem, suggested a solution 
and sought assistance from 
the university. They had 
created a 3D-animated mo¬ 
del of a robot that could 
paint the walls. We encour¬ 


age and support students’ in¬ 
terest in solving real-life pro¬ 
blems and were really glad to 
provide all support,” says Pu- 
rushotam. A, vice-chairper¬ 
son, School of Engineering, 
Amritapuri. 

Robotic techniques 

Harikrishnan says their chal¬ 
lenge was to create a simple 
and innovative design. “We 
know that artificial intelli¬ 
gence and robotic tech¬ 
niques were what we want¬ 
ed, to create the design.” 
Apart from Harikrishnan, 
the others in the team were 
Aravind Sadashiv, Arya Su- 
darshan and Allen Peter. 

The team has contested 
for James Dyson Award and 
was semi-finalist in the Ac¬ 
centure Innovation chal¬ 
lenge. It has applied for a pa¬ 
tent for its product. 


• • • 
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PM to launch pension 
scheme for traders 


NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will launch the The 
Pradhan Mantri Laghu 
Vyapari Maan-dhan Yojana, 
the Centre's pension scheme 
for traders, during a visit to 
Nagpur on Saturday, officials 
of the Labour and 
Employment Ministry said on 
Wednesday. A few of the first 
subscribers from across the 
country will be given pension 
cards by the PM at the 
ceremony, said Ajay Tewari, 
Joint Secretary and Director- 
General of Labour Welfare in 
the Labour Ministry. 

J&K Cricket Association's 
ex-treasurer arrested 

NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Directorate 
has arrested Ahsan Ahmad 
Mirza, the then treasurer of 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Cricket Association (JKCA), in 
connection with alleged 
misappropriation of funds to 
the tune of ?43 crore. The 
agency alleged that between 
2002 and 2011, the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
had granted ?112 crore to the 
State Association for 
infrastructure development 
and cricket promotion. Of the 
total amount, ?43.69 crore 
was allegedly siphoned off 
and misappropriated. 

7 students expelled for 
'stealing noodles' 

GUWAHATI 

A sports academy in 
Arunachal Pradesh has 
rusticated seven students for 
stealing two packets of 
noodles from the hostel's 
canteen, the mother of one of 
the students has alleged, 
adding that the academy 
claimed to have a video 
evidence and did not get in 
touch with the parents before 
taking the extreme action. 
However, the SLSA defended 
the move, saying the students 
were "found smoking, 
indulging in unruly activities 
and stealing a mobile phone 
of a Class 10 student". 

+ 


Heavy rain brings 
Mumbai to a standstill 


Intermittent rain and showers likely, says Met Department 




Monsoon fury: The flooded Andheri subway, top, and a 
flooded street in Parel. ■emmanual yogini & vijay bate 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Mumbaikars woke up to hea¬ 
vy rainfall on Wednesday 
morning, which lead to wa¬ 
terlogging in several key 
spots and affected the city’s 
suburban railway system 
and traffic. 

While the island city re¬ 
ceived light rain in the morn¬ 
ing, the eastern and western 
suburbs received between 11 
mm and 14 mm of rainfall 
from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. 

The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has given 
a forecast of intermittent 
rain and shower, with very 
heavy rainfall at isolated 
places in city and suburbs. 
As a precautionary measure 
in the wake of the IMD’s 
warning, schools have been 
asked to remain closed to¬ 
day. 

“The principals of the 
schools where students are 
already in are requested to 
take all precautions and en¬ 
sure that the children are 
sent back home carefully 
and safely,” said an official 
from the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation. 

Due to the heavy showers, 
there were multiple point 
failures at Virar, affecting 
suburban rail services on 
Western Railway (WR). 


Trains were running 15 mi¬ 
nutes late between Vasai 
Road and Churchgate, with 
very few services being run 
between Virar and Vasai 
Road. On the Central Rail¬ 
way’s (CR), Central Line as 
well as Harbour Line, ser¬ 
vices were over 20 minutes 
late as water entered the 
tracks at various spots. 

According to Mumbai 
police, traffic is moving slow 
due to heavy showers and 
waterlogging at various 
spots across the city. 

Traffic snarls have been 
reported at Amrut Nagar Jn, 
Gandhi Nagar at Kanjur- 
marg, Sakinaka Junction, 
Sonapur Junction at Mu- 


lund, Netaji Palkar Chowk 
in Andheri Ganesh Mis- 
hthanna in Antop Hill, 90 
Feet Road in Dharavi, Andh¬ 
eri Subway, Chincholi Port 
Rd. in Malad, Shivaji Chowk 
in Antop Hill, Western Ex¬ 
press Highway near Metro 
Station, Milan Subway, King 
Circle, Poisar Subway, Hind- 
mata Junction, Dadar T.T 
Circle, Postal Colony in 
Chembur, LBS Road in Kurla 
(W), Mazgaon dockyard Jn. 

The rain had some minor 
impact on air traffic as well. 
An airport spokesperson 
said that at 10 a.m., opera¬ 
tions at the Mumbai airport 
were normal with minor de¬ 
lays of 10 to 15 minutes. 


DGCA imposes 
life ban on 
aspiring pilot 


23 killed as fire consumes 
Punjab fireworks factory 

The death toll may rise further, according to police sources 



A car is seen buried under the debris after the blast in the 
firecracker factory on Wednesday. - pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

At least 23 people were 
killed and 27 injured in a 
blaze in a fireworks factory 
at Batala town in Gurdaspur 
district of Punjab on Wed¬ 
nesday. 

The exact reason for the 
fire is yet to be ascertained 
and the Punjab government 
has ordered a magisterial in¬ 
quiry into it. 

An explosion took place 
around 4 p.m. in the factory, 
situated in a three-storey 
building in the residential 
area. The impact of the blast 
was so powerful that a few 
nearby buildings and parked 
vehicles were damaged. 
Teams of the National Disas¬ 
ter Response Force (NDRF) 
and the State Disaster Res¬ 
ponse Force (SDRF) have 
been deployed. Police sourc¬ 
es said the death toll in the 
incident might rise as some 
people were trapped under 
the debris of the building 
that collapsed after the ex¬ 
plosion. 


Chief Minister Amarinder 
Singh announced an ex-gra- 
tia of t2 lac for the kin of the 
deceased and ^50,000 for 
the seven injured, who were 
referred to the Amritsar 
Medical College. He also an¬ 
nounced 05,000 for those 
who sustained minor 
injuries. 

Gurdaspur Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate Deepak Bhatia 
told reporters, “The reason 


[for the blast] would be as¬ 
certained after the investiga¬ 
tion. Rescue operations are 
on.” 

Responding to allegations 
that the factory was “illegal¬ 
ly”' run in the residential 
area, Gurdaspur Deputy 
Commissioner Vipul Ujwal 
said “the focus right now 
was on saving precious 
lives.” 

(With PTI inputs) 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Aviation safety regulator 
Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) has 
barred an aspirant pilot for 
life from appearing for the 
exam for commercial pi¬ 
lot’s licence after he was 
found violating rules and 
possessing two smart¬ 
phones while taking the 
test. 

The incident happened 
on July 26 at an exam 
centre in Mumbai. 

The DGCA on Tuesday 
issued an order rendering 
Mehboob Samdani Mo¬ 
hammad Momtaz Khan’s 
test result null and void be¬ 
cause he possessed “02 
smart phones and 01 
smartwatch and one con¬ 
necting device.” 

The order stated, “Such 
conduct of an individual 
aspiring to become a com¬ 
mercial pilot is considered 
highly detrimental to the 
safety of aircraft operation 
and also to the safety of life 
and material in air as well 
as on ground and therefore 
the violation is considered 
very grave.” 


Rajasthan HC quashes facilities for ex-CMs 

Court strikes down Act amendment passed by former government 


MOHA MMED IQBAL 

JAIPUR 

The Rajasthan High Court on 
Wednesday struck down an 
amendment to the Ministers' 
Salaries Act, 1956, making a 
provision for lifelong facili¬ 
ties, including government 
bungalow, telephone, car and 
personal secretaries, to form¬ 
er Chief Ministers. 

The amendment was 
brought in by the Vasundhara 
Raje government in 2017, ex¬ 
tending the facilities even to 
CMs who were in office for 
less than five years. 

Allowing a public interest 
writ petition moved by jour¬ 
nalist Milap Chand Dandia, a 


Division Bench ruled that 
providing the facilities to 
former CMs was “abhorrent 
to the principle of equality” 
and it amounted to “nothing 
but appropriation of State 
wealth” for no reason other 
than such persons having 
held a high elective office. 

Getting benefits 

Ms. Raje, who served as CM 
twice for five years each, and 
Jagannath Pahadia, who was 
CM from 1980 to 1981, are get¬ 
ting benefits under the law. 
Chief Minister Asholc Gehlot 
also enjoyed the facilities af¬ 
ter April 26, 2017, when the 
Amendment Bill was passed 


in the Assembly, till Decem¬ 
ber 2018, when he took over 
again after the Congress was 
elected to power. 

Similar SC order 

In May 2018, the Supreme 
Court had invalidated an U.P. 
legislation which allowed ex- 
CMs to retain government ac¬ 
commodation for their life¬ 
time. 

The SC had ruled that such 
a statute was “arbitrary and 
discriminatory” and said that 
once the CMs demitted public 
office, there was nothing to 
distinguish them from the 
common man. 

The petitioner, who was la¬ 


ter joined by another journal¬ 
ist Vijay Bhandari, had re¬ 
ferred to the apex court's 
judgment and contended that 
Rajasthan was a financially 
backward State and giving li¬ 
felong facilities to former CMs 
was a misuse of public funds. 
Extension of such facilities in¬ 
volved an additional revenue 
expenditure of 11.5 crore a 
year. 

In its 23-page judgment, 
the Bench comprising Chief 
Justice S. Ravindra Bhat and 
Justice Prakash Gupta de¬ 
clared the impugned sections 
arbitrary and contrary to Arti¬ 
cle 14 (right to equality) of the 
Constitution. 


WEATHER WATCH 


RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 



TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Thursday: Extremely heavy falls very likely at isol¬ 
ated places over Gujarat. Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isol¬ 
ated places over west Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, Odisha, 
Saurashtra and Kutch, central Maharashtra, Uttarakhand, Telan- 
gana, coastal & south interior Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puduch¬ 
erry, Kerala & Mahe. Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning 
very likely over Jharkhand, West Bengal and Sikkim. 
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Thiruvananthapuram.5.4... 

.31.0... 

.25.0 

Kochi. 

...8.0. 

,...30.0... 

.25.0 

Tiruchi. 

. 

.38.0... 

.27.0 

Kohima. 


,...31.0... 

.18.0 

Vijayawada. 

.7.2... 

.32.0... 

.25.0 

Kolkata . 

...9.4. 

,...32.0... 

.26.0 

Visakhapatnam.3.0... 

.29.0... 

.27.0 

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 




Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

Yesterday 



CITIES 

SO 2 1 

MO 2 CO 

PM2.5 

PMIO CODE 




Ahmedabad. 

62 . 

.74 .51 

....67 

...84 ....a 




Bengaluru. 

..2 . 

,24 .62 

....27 

...73 ....a 

In observation made at 


Chennai. 

10 . 

,32 .79 

..176 

.- ....a 

4.00 p.m., Manesar, 

Haryana recorded an overall 

Delhi. 

..9 . 

,62 .73 

..196 

.294 ....a 

air quality index (AQI) score 

Hyderabad. 

13 . 

,24 .38 

....30 

. ....a 

of 258 indicating a high 

Kolkata . 

..2 . 

,14 .10 

.9 

...n ....a 

level of pollution. In 


Lucknow. 

..4 . 

,33 .51 

....77 

...33 ....a 

contrast, Haldia, West 

Benaal recorded a healthv 

Mumbai. 

18 . 

,14 108 

....10 

...35 ....a 

AQI score of 13. 


Pune. 

74 . 

...8 .66 

....17 

...17 ....a 




Visakhapatnam 


..- ...- 


.- ....- 





Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


Laws alone are not 
enough, says IMA 


Modi to launch drive to 
promote artificial breeding 


Chandrayaan-2 
homing in on moon 


‘Multidimensional approach needed’ 


BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN 

NEW DELHI 

“Laws are needed but it is 
not enough,” said the Indian 
Medical Association (IMA) 
reacting to the Health Minis¬ 
try’s proposed draft Bill 
which states that anyone 
who attacks a doctor at a 
hospital may be jailed for up 
to 10 years or fined HO lakh. 

The Ministry has asked 
for feedback from the public 
on how to improve the draft 
Healthcare Service Person¬ 
nel and Clinical Establish¬ 
ments (Prohibition of Vio¬ 
lence and Damage to 
Property) Bill, 2019, which 
was made public earlier this 
week. 

The Association said, 
“Violence on doctors and 
hospitals is a complex phe¬ 
nomenon and will require 
multidimensional institu¬ 
tional response. A law for 
deterrence alone might not 
have the desired impact.” 

Dr. R.V. Asokan of the 
IMA said, “We have request¬ 
ed that the government de¬ 
clare hospitals as safe zones 
with structured security. It 
is also our considered opi¬ 
nion that inadequacies of in- 


Fast-track 
court for 
lynching case 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

A fast track court will try the 
cases involving the killing of 
Dr. Deben Dutta at Teok Tea 
Garden in Upper Assam, the 
State government said on 
Wednesday. The govern¬ 
ment has also asked Com¬ 
missioner and Secretary-Fi¬ 
nance Shyam Jagannathan 
to conduct an inquiry into 
the case. 


frastructure and human re¬ 
sources in public sector and 
out of pocket expenditure in 
the private sector are the 
root causes of violence.” 

He said high expecta¬ 
tions, lack of understanding 
of limitations, patient load, 
and lack of professional 
counselling are all contribu¬ 
tory factors. Such determi¬ 
nants of violence have to be 
addressed comprehensive¬ 
ly, Mr. Asokan added. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is set to launch on 
September 11 a major six- 
month drive to promote ar¬ 
tificial insemination in cat¬ 
tle in 600 districts which 
have less than 50% cover¬ 
age of the technology. 

Currently, the national 
coverage is only 30%, 
though some States such as 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu use 
artificial insemination rates 
for more than 70% of their 
cattle. 

High costs 

However, a senior Ministry 
official, who did not wish to 
be named, said that a nomi¬ 
nal investment of Z350 per 


pregnancy would result in 
extremely high returns. 

However, using sex-sort¬ 
ed semen - which increases 
the possibility of a female 
calf to about 90% - also 
drastically increases the 
cost of insemination, as the 
technology is still new in In¬ 
dia. 

Subsidised price 

The government-subsidised 
price of a single semen dose 
is only Z20; sex-sorted se¬ 
men, on the other hand, 
can cost ?500 to 600 per 
dose, said the senior offi¬ 
cial. 

Of the 11.9 crore semen 
doses produced in the 
country every year, only 10 
lakh are sex-sorted. 



KALOJI NARAYANA RAO 
UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 
TELANGANA STATE 


NOTIFICATION FOR MQ ADMISSIONS 

Application forms online are invited from NEET-UG- 
2019 qualified candidates for admission into BHMS 
Course for Management Quota in Private Homeopathy 
colleges in the State of Telangana under KNRUHS from 
05-09-2019 to 11-09-2019. 

For detailed notification refer to 
www.knajhs.in, www.knruhs.telangana.govjn 


President invited to 
inaugurate AMU 
centenary celebrations 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GHAZIABAD 

The Aligarh Muslim University has invited 
the President of India to inaugurate its cen¬ 
tenary celebrations on December 17,2020. 

AMU Vice-Chancellor Tariq Mansoor, 
while chairing a consultative meeting to 
chalk out the detailed programme of centen¬ 
ary celebrations, said that a formal invita¬ 
tion to the President of India for inaugurat¬ 
ing the celebrations has already been 
extended. 

Prof. Mansoor also informed that Univer¬ 
sity Grants Commission will be requested to 
grant ^20 crore for holding various pro¬ 
grammes to mark the occasion. 


Dated. 04-09-2019 


REGISTRAR 


a GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, “e”- PROCUREMENT NOTICE 

WORKS DEPARTMENT 

148-B E-mail: ceroads.bbsr@gmail.com 

Bid Identification No. CE-DPI & R-11 /2019-20 


1 .The Chief Engineer (DPI & Roads), Odisha on behalf of Governor of Odisha 
invites percentage rate bids in double cover system in ONLINE MODE 
from eligible contractors for Road/Bridge works as mentioned below: 


Road works 
06 Nos. 

Rs.10,000.00 

TVCIass/Speical Class/Super 
Class as noted against each work 
6. Available of bid document in the website: From 10.00 A.M. of 13.09.2019 


2. Nature of work 

3. No. of Work 

4. Tender Paper cost 

5. Class of Contractor 


to 5.00 PM of 10.10.2019 

7. Date of Opening of Bid : Dt.11.10.2019 at 11.30 AM 

8. The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can 
be seen from the website: https://tenderodisha.qov.in . Any addendum/ 
corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said 
webssssite. 


Sd/- 

I&PR-34117/11 /0021/1920 Chief Engineer (DPI & Roads), Odisha 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Chandrayaan-2’s mission 
handlers have further 
honed the orbit of moon 
lander Vikram to as close as 
35 km from the lunar sur¬ 
face, sharply priming it to its 
descent planned early on 
Saturday. 

The nine-second opera¬ 
tion took place at 3.42 a.m. 
on Wednesday as sche¬ 
duled. An update from the 
Indian Space Research Or¬ 
ganisation said both the or- 
biter and the lander were 
healthy. 

Pragyaan, a small rover, 
sits inside the lander and is 
expected to roll down and 
begin its lunar exploration 
work on Saturday. 


“With this manoeuvre, 
the required orbit for the 
Vikram lander to com¬ 
mence its descent towards 
the surface of moon is 
achieved. The lander is 
scheduled to [make a] po¬ 
wered descent between 
0100 and 0200 hrs 1ST on 
September 7, which is then 
followed by the lander’s 
touchdown between 0130 
and 0230 hrs 1ST,” it said. 

This was the second and 
probably the last ma¬ 
noeuvre of the lander be¬ 
fore it reaches the lunar sur¬ 
face. 

Post-manoeuvre, the lan¬ 
der was going around moon 
in its new orbit of 35 km x 
101 km. (Its earlier orbit was 
109 km x 120 km. 



REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION 

National Council of Educational Research and Training, New Delhi 
MHRD, Government of India, MYSURU - 570006 

Ph: 0821-2514095, 2511411, Fax: 0821-2515665 
Email: riemysore@rediffmail.com, website: www.riemysore.ac.in 


Ref. No: 15/ACAD/PROG/19 

Research Proposals from Experts in Teacher Education are 
invited to be sponsored and funded by IUCTE, RIEM. The areas 
of research, the guidelines, the eligibility criteria and other relevant 
details can be viewed in www.iucte.riemysore.ac.in. The last date 
for receiving the proposals is 30.09.2019. g^/- principal 


SARDA*t V ALLABHBHAl PATEL NATIONAL POLICE AC A DEMY 
(^1 (TTOT : 51 c Snrrc} {Government of forfm ; ,■ Ministry Qf Attain) 
tvtm 5tW HY DE.RA0 AD - &GD GS2. 

No. 15011/4/2016/Estt/A2 Dated: 30 August, 2019 

Applications are invited from eligible Officers under the 
Central /State Government/Union Territory Administration/ 
Public Sector Undertakings/Recognized research institu- 
tions/Universities/Autonomous/Statutory Organisations for 
filling up of three posts of Assistant Director (Law) in Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy, Hyderabad- 
500 052, by deputation including short term contract. 

2 Pay, qualifications required, other eligibility criteria for 
the post and application form are available in Academy 
website http://www.svpnpa.qov.in/vacancies.aspx. Duly filled in 
applications, alongwith supporting documents, should reach 
the Assistant Director (Estt), SVP National Police Academy, 
Hyderabad - 500 052 through proper channel not later than 
two months from the date of publication of this notice in the 
Employment News. 

Sd/- (S. Ajeetha Begum) 

Assistant Director (Estt) 
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Listen to the unspoken 

The continuing communication restrictions 
in Kashmir have only deepened alienation 

E xactly a month ago, Jammu and Kashmir lost its 
special constitutional status, and its status as a 
State, through a dubious and hurried process. 
Ahead of that decision that could rankle for years to 
come, the region, particularly the Kashmir Valley was 
put under a lockdown with all communication cut and 
movement of people severely restricted. One month 
on, the Valley continues to be under severe restrictions; 
the death of a teenage protester on Wednesday who 
was injured earlier may further delay the administra¬ 
tion’s plans to withdraw the clampdown. Communica¬ 
tion networks in the Jammu region of the newly created 
Union Territory have been substantially restored and 
the Ladakh UT, carved out of the erstwhile State, has 
not seen disruptions. Prominent newspapers published 
from Srinagar, discontinued for several days, have res¬ 
umed publication. Mobile phones and the Internet are 
not back in operation and schools, though reopened, 
have sparse attendance in Kashmir. It took a while be¬ 
fore the Kashmiris learned about the lightning changes 
that had been imposed upon them. But a mood of tri¬ 
umphalism is evident across the country, which is resis¬ 
tant to an informed and tempered national discussion 
on the changed status of J&K. Reports of protests and 
police action from the Valley have largely been dismis¬ 
sed by the Centre. 

The revocation of the special status of J&K has the 
support of the majority of the political community out¬ 
side the Valley, although the decision is under judicial 
review. The government and other supporters of the 
move continue to argue that the people in Kashmir 
have been freed from the political families that held 
power at their cost, that investments will flow in, jobs 
will multiply, women will get equal status as men in 
terms of inheritance and the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes will benefit from nationally mandated 
reservation. Unfortunately, discussions on these points 
in the last one month have been going on with little or 
no representation by the people of Kashmir who are the 
supposed beneficiaries. That they were not taken into 
confidence before the decision was made was bad 
enough, but what is worse is the continuing restrictions 
on free speech. The elected Mayor of Srinagar and a 
doctor who spoke out about the risk to lives due to res¬ 
trictions were promptly detained. The reports that 
emanate from the Valley in recent days, patchy as they 
continue to be, point towards increasing alienation 
among the residents. Ironically, the most disappointed 
are those who believed that Kashmir’s future would be 
secure within India. The Centre needs to reassure them 
that the change of status is not to the detriment of the 
people of Kashmir. 

Tending to the heart 

Targeting risk factors is key to reducing deaths 
due to cardiovascular diseases 

T he reinvention of the wheel can be painful. Tak¬ 
ing lessons from those who have already run the 
wheel several revolutions and tweaking those les¬ 
sons for domestic conditions might not be a bad idea. 
For India, there is indeed valuable learning from the re¬ 
sults of the Prospective Urban Rural Epidemiology 
(PURE) study published in The Lancet this week. Study¬ 
ing the situation in 21 countries across five continents, 
categorised by income levels, researchers showed that 
while cardiovascular disease (CVD) is the leading cause 
for death overall, there have been some transitions, 
particularly in the high-income countries, which have 
managed to reduce the number of deaths from CVD. In 
low-income countries, including India, however, CVD is 
still the top killer, with death three times more frequent 
than that due to cancer. What flies in the face of logic is 
that the risk burden of CVD-linked mortality is inversely 
proportional - lower risk but higher mortality in low- 
income countries, and higher risk but lower mortality 
in high-income countries. PURE’s analysis concluded 
that the higher mortality in poorer countries was likely 
due to other factors, including ‘lower quality and less 
health care’. Access to affordable, quality health care is 
still a dream in many pockets in India. A great amount 
of out-of-pocket expenditure (according to Health Mi¬ 
nistry data for 2014-15, nearly 62.6 % of India’s total 
health expenditure) often frustrates continuation of 
treatment, or adherence to drug regimens. While some 
States have shown limited successes with government- 
sponsored health insurance schemes, the Centre’s Ay- 
ushman Bharat Yojana will have to take much of the 
burden of hospitalisation for complications of non- 
communicable diseases. National and State schemes 
running on mission mode, including the National Pro¬ 
gramme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Dia¬ 
betes, CVD and Stroke will have to step up efforts to tar¬ 
get people at risk with life-saving interventions. 

While most of the predominant risk factors for car¬ 
diovascular disease present no startling medical revela¬ 
tion, it is significant that the single largest risk factor is a 
low education level. It is no doubt part of the job de¬ 
scription of the National Programme to modify this risk 
factor. However, governments will have to muscle up to 
tackle a rather startling finding - ambient air pollution 
and indoor air pollution have an impact on CVD and 
mortality. Household air pollution is the third top risk 
factor in low-income countries, according to the study. 
The need of the hour is out-of-the-box solutions com¬ 
bined with inspiration from models of those who seem 
to have belled this particular cat. Any plans that target 
the risk factors and prevent the onset of non-commun¬ 
icable diseases will clearly have to be truly game-chang¬ 
ing, and incorporate the environmental angle as well. 


Jurisprudence of the judicial rubber stamp 

A close reading of UAPA Tribunal orders shows how fundamental principles of fair procedure are being given a miss 



GAUTAM BHATIA 


L ast month, amendments to 
the Unlawful Activities (Pre¬ 
vention) Act (“UAPA”), In¬ 
dia’s signature anti-terrorism legis¬ 
lation, allowing the Central 
government to designate indivi¬ 
duals as “terrorists”, caused a fu¬ 
rore. Critics warned that vesting 
such sweeping powers in the 
hands of the political executive 
would prove to be a recipe for 
abuse, and for political and social 
persecution. In response, it was 
argued that the UAPA provided for 
a system of checks and balances 
which would ensure that govern¬ 
mental abuse could be swiftly re¬ 
viewed and rectified. 

What the UAPA requires 

To what extent is this argument 
well-founded? A look at how the 
UAPA functions presently suggests 
that the defenders of the law are 
too optimistic in their faith in “in¬ 
stitutional correctives”. Before the 
2019 amendments, the UAPA 
could be used to ban associations 
and not individuals. To this end, 
the UAPA required, and still re¬ 
quires that the ban must clearly set 
out the grounds on which the go¬ 
vernment has arrived at its opi¬ 
nion; and it may then be contested 
by the banned association before a 
Tribunal, consisting of a sitting 
High Court judge. As a number of 
judgments have held, the task of a 
UAPA Tribunal is to carefully scru¬ 
tinise the decision of the govern¬ 
ment, keeping in mind the fact 
that banning an organisation or a 
group infringes the crucial funda¬ 
mental freedoms of speech and as¬ 
sociation. 


A close reading of UAPA Tribu¬ 
nal orders makes it clear, however, 
that the requirement of judicial 
scrutiny is little more than a parch¬ 
ment barrier. In allowing the go- 0 
vernment vast amounts of leeway § 
in proving its case, tribunals de- § 
part from some of the most funda- | 
mental principles of fair proce- § 
dure, and act as little more than | 
judicial rubber stamps. And this is 7 
made starkly evident by a recent § 
UAPA Tribunal Order (issued on 
August 23, 2019) confirming the 
government’s ban on the Jamaat-e- 
Islami, Jammu and Kashmir (“Jel, 
J&K”). 

Sealed covers and evidence 

The government’s ban on the Jel, 
J&K was based on its opinion that 
the association was “supporting 
extremism and militancy”, “in¬ 
dulging in anti national and sub¬ 
versive activities”, and activities to 
“disrupt the territorial integrity of 
the nation”. In support of this opi¬ 
nion, the government said that 
there existed a large number of 
First Information Reports (“FIRs”) 
against various members of the as¬ 
sociation. Among other things, the 
Jel, J&K responded that for almost 
all of the FIRs in question, the pe¬ 
ople accused had nothing to do 
with the association. This, it was 
argued, could be proven by look¬ 
ing at the association’s member¬ 
ship register, which had been 
seized by the government. 

One would think that such a 
case can be resolved straightfor¬ 
wardly: had the government man¬ 
aged to prove that there existed 
sufficient evidence of wrongdoing 
against members of the Jel, J&K, 
that would justify banning the or¬ 
ganisation altogether. It is here, 
however, that things began to get 
murky because the government 
then fell back on the increasingly 
convenient “sealed cover jurispru¬ 
dence”, submitting material that it 
claimed was too sensitive to be dis¬ 



closed. Notably, the evidence was 
not disclosed even to the associa¬ 
tion and its lawyers, who were 
contesting the ban. 

Now, it would appear to be a ve¬ 
ry basic principle of justice that if 
an association is to be banned for 
unlawful activities, then the mate¬ 
rial on the basis of which that ban 
is justified is put to the association 
so that it has a chance to defend it¬ 
self. To take a decision on the le¬ 
gality of a ban by looking at secret 
material that is withheld even 
from the association itself is exact¬ 
ly akin to condemning a man un¬ 
heard. It is kangaroo-court style 
justice, which has no place in a 
modern democracy. However, this 
is exactly what the Tribunal did. 

Justice Chander Shekhar ob¬ 
served that he had “opened the 
sealed covers and carefully exa¬ 
mined each and every document”, 
and that it was convinced that 
these were “credible documents.” 
To this day, neither the association 
nor anyone reading the Tribunal’s 
opinion has any way of knowing 
what the evidence was. In essence, 
therefore: the fundamental free¬ 
doms of speech and association 
have been violated on the basis of 
secret evidence passed from the 
government to the Tribunal; an as¬ 
sociation numbering in at least the 
thousands has been shut down for 
five years, and all its members 
made putatively unlawful, poten¬ 
tially criminal without even being 
told why. 


Matters, however, did not end 
there. The testimony of a senior 
and former office bearer of the Jel, 
J&K about the association’s efforts 
to distance itself from “unlawful 
activities”, “extremism”, and “ter¬ 
rorism” went unrebutted. More 
importantly, as the Jel, J&K ar¬ 
gued, a look at its membership re¬ 
gister would make it clear that its 
members had nothing to do with 
criminal activities. The problem, 
however, was that its membership 
register had been seized by the go¬ 
vernment. Consequently, the Jel, 
J&K made a rather common-sense 
argument: let the government pro¬ 
duce the membership register, 
since it was in its possession. 

Lions under the throne 

The government, however, re¬ 
fused to do so, and instead submit¬ 
ted even this piece of evidence in a 
sealed cover. And the Justice Chan¬ 
der Shekhar’s response to this was 
truly Orwellian: he observed that 
“the respondent Association has 
not led any evidence to substan¬ 
tiate their defence that their office¬ 
bearers or members are not in¬ 
volved in the kind of activities al¬ 
leged against them”. In short, 
therefore, the Tribunal wanted the 
association to prove that their 
members were not committing il¬ 
legal activities, while the main 
source of evidence that the asso¬ 
ciation would rely upon to prove 
exactly that, was in the hands of 
the government - and the associa¬ 
tion was not allowed to rely on it. 

If, therefore, we take a step back 
and look at the Tribunal’s opinion, 
two aspects stand out starkly. 
First, a five-year ban upon an asso¬ 
ciation - going to the very heart of 
the freedom of speech and asso¬ 
ciation, potentially making all per¬ 
sons associated with it criminal - 
was upheld by a judicial forum on 
the basis of secret evidence that 
the association had neither the 
chance to see, nor to rebut. And 


second, the most valuable piece of 
evidence that the association had 
to defend itself was seized from it 
by the very government that had 
banned it; and not only did the Tri¬ 
bunal wink at this, but then used 
the absence of that piece of evi¬ 
dence against the association that 
it had been seized from, and in fa¬ 
vour of the government that had 
seized it. 

Throughout its opinion, the Tri¬ 
bunal made multiple references to 
how the UAPA allows for depar¬ 
tures from the “strict rules of evi¬ 
dence”, in order to serve larger 
goals. And this, indeed, is the pro¬ 
blem: these “departures” have 
been made boundless, and bound¬ 
lessly manipulable to the extent 
that they have swallowed up the 
most basic rules of procedural jus¬ 
tice and fairness. What we effec¬ 
tively have now, thanks to the in¬ 
terpretation of Tribunals, is this 
situation: on the one hand, every 
leeway is provided to the govern¬ 
ment, loopholes have been creat¬ 
ed where non existed, and every 
procedural and evidentiary stan¬ 
dard diluted, while on the other, 
associations (comprising Indian ci¬ 
tizens) are held to impossible stan¬ 
dards in order to disprove the case 
against them. 

This is not a jurisprudence that 
respects constitutional democracy 
or fundamental freedoms such as 
speech and association. Rather, it 
is a jurisprudence of the judicial 
rubber stamp: courts acting to leg¬ 
itimise and enable governmental 
overreach, rather then protecting 
citizens and the rights of citizens 
against the government. It is a sit¬ 
uation where in the words of a fa¬ 
mous English judge the judiciary 
has gone from “lions under the 
throne” to “mice squeaking under 
a chair in the Home Office” - with 
“consequences that the nation will 
one day bitterly regret”. 


Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer 


Steaming back into the Indo-Pacific 

Russia could be imagining a greater role for itself in reshaping the region’s geopolitics 



ZORAWAR DAULET SINGH 


A n exchange in 1964 between 
U.S. diplomat Chester Bow¬ 
les and Triloki Nath Kaul, In¬ 
dia’s then Ambassador to Moscow, 
offers a fascinating insight into 
contemporary geopolitics. While 
discussing South East Asia, Bowles 
said, “it would be a good thing if 
India could try to bring the Soviet 
and American points of view clos¬ 
er... India’s friendship with both 
could act as a sort of bridge bet¬ 
ween them.” He “hoped that it 
would be possible for [the] USA 
and USSR, with the help of India, 
to come to some kind of under¬ 
standing about preventing Chi¬ 
nese expansionism and infiltration 
in South East Asia.” Kaul replied, 
“India would be glad to bring the 
U.S. and Soviet points of view clos¬ 
er as far as lay within our ability. In 
fact this was our present policy.” 
This response reflected India’s 
then geostrategy to position itself 
as an area of agreement between 
the superpowers. 

As Kaul’s cable in September 
1965 to Indira Gandhi subsequent¬ 
ly explained: “the interests of 
America, USSR and India, have a 
common feature of being aimed at 
the prevention of Chinese expan¬ 
sion in this area. This provides an 
opportunity for India to reap the 
maximum possible advantage 
from both sides and strengthen 
herself for the future.” 

History, however, followed a dif¬ 


ferent course. As the 1960s unfold¬ 
ed, the Sino-Soviet ideological 
struggle culminated in an ugly spat 
in the Communist world. Ironical¬ 
ly, both New Delhi and Washing¬ 
ton perceived that trend different¬ 
ly and with contrasting ends in 
mind. 

A multipolar world 

For Anglo-American policymak¬ 
ers, a long cherished dream of iso¬ 
lating Russia and pulling China 
back into their orbit became a real¬ 
ity. For India, the spectre of an un¬ 
friendly China being checked 
through a shared understanding 
with Washington and Moscow fell 
by the way side, and New Delhi 
was compelled to imagine new ap¬ 
proaches to safeguard its interests 
and security. By 1969, the bipolar 
system had cracked open into a 
multipolar world. The U.S. and 
China were on the cusp of a rap¬ 
prochement while New Delhi and 
Moscow had established strategic 
understanding at the highest level 
to respond to this disconcerting 
global re-alignment. December 
1971 reaffirmed the new multipolar 
world with the Soviet Navy enter¬ 
ing the Indian Ocean to stymie the 
Anglo-American attempt to dis¬ 
rupt India’s military operations 
during the liberation of Bangla¬ 
desh. That seminal period laid the 
foundation, as External Affairs Mi¬ 
nister S. Jaishankar alluded to in 
Moscow last week, for a four-de¬ 
cade relationship that withstood 
further disruptions in internation¬ 
al politics, including the end of the 
first Cold War in 1989 and the dis¬ 
appearance of the Soviet Union in 
1991. 

If we fast forward to recent 
years, historical patterns continue 



to have a robust afterlife. The U.S.- 
Russia-China triangle still contains 
complex and counter-intuitive dy¬ 
namics that often get obscured or 
distorted in India’s strategic de¬ 
bates. 

Complex dynamics 

Despite the Donald Trump admi¬ 
nistration’s posturing on China 
and its attempt to redefine the 
terms of that relationship, we do 
not yet see a credible and sustain¬ 
able strategy to respond to China’s 
rise. And growing Sino-Russian re¬ 
lations have not led to any funda¬ 
mental reassessment in the U.S.’s 
thinking. In recent years, whether 
on the U.S.’s attempts to pressure 
North Korea or security in North¬ 
east Asia or conflicts in the Middle 
East we have abundant evidence 
of Moscow and Beijing providing 
psychological and diplomatic sup¬ 
port to each other. Even potential¬ 
ly contentious issues such as their 
Eurasian integration visions, that 
is, Russia’s Eurasian Economic Un¬ 
ion and China’s Belt and Road in¬ 
itiative, have been projected in a 
spirit of co-existence and mutual 
respect, often disguising deeper 
questions of power and ambition. 
It is not that Moscow is oblivious to 
Beijing potentially squeezing Rus¬ 


sian influence from parts of Eura¬ 
sia but that Moscow’s calculus is 
also shaped by the strategic neces¬ 
sity of a mutually beneficial part¬ 
nership with Beijing in order to 
counter-balance a rigid and un¬ 
friendly West. 

The Russia-China relationship is 
presently guided by, as Dmitri Tre- 
nin suggests, the principle of “nev¬ 
er being against each other, but 
not necessarily always with each 
other”. This formula “puts a pre¬ 
mium on a solid partnership bet¬ 
ween Moscow and Beijing where 
their interests meet, eschews con¬ 
flicts where they don’t, and allows 
a lot of flexibility where interests 
overlap only partially”. For in¬ 
stance, we saw this nimbleness at 
the UN Security Council when 
Russia and China were on oppo¬ 
site sides in reacting to India’s new 
Kashmir policy. 

The Asia pivot 

When mainstream American poli¬ 
cymakers look at the big power 
triangle of the U.S.-China-Russia, 
their unconcealed prejudice and 
geostrategic preferences are appa¬ 
rent to all. The door is still very 
much open to China whom the 
West would like to wean away 
from Russia to arrest America’s de¬ 
teriorating global position. New 
Delhi, of course, like in the 1960s, 
would prefer the opposite out¬ 
come: to wean Russia away from 
China or more realistically provide 
Russia with more options in its 
Asia pivot. Mr. Jaishankar’s re¬ 
marks at the prestigious Valdai 
Club in Moscow made such a case 
for the next chapter in India-Rus- 
sia ties. In essence, he asserted 
that Asia’s multipolar age has ar¬ 
rived; that the Indo-Pacific is not 


restricted to one conception: he 
distinguished India’s independent 
approach that includes stable ties 
with Beijing from the U.S. concept 
that some interpret as “Chinese 
containment on the cheap”; and 
most importantly, Russia being a 
Pacific power with interests in the 
Indian Ocean should join the de¬ 
bate. 

In substance and without ruf¬ 
fling Beijing’s feathers, Russia is al¬ 
ready shaping the geopolitics of 
the Indo-Pacific. It has managed 
the rare feat of deep cooperation 
with rival parties in the South Chi¬ 
na Sea disputes. As Alexander Ko¬ 
rolev, a scholar at the University of 
New South Wales, notes, the “Rus- 
sia-Vietnam partnership should 
not be underestimated, because it 
has been growing despite and in¬ 
dependently of Russia-China rela¬ 
tions”. Indeed, once Russia’s ad¬ 
vanced military and naval 
modernisation assistance towards 
Indo-Pacific states such as India, 
Vietnam and Indonesia, along 
with Russia’s own underrated Pac¬ 
ific Fleet whose area of responsi¬ 
bility extends to the Persian Gulf is 
accounted for, Moscow is already a 
player in Eurasia’s Rimland areas. 

Having been reassured that In¬ 
dia is not bandwagoning with the 
U.S. and genuinely believes in 
open and inclusive security and 
order building ideas, Russia could 
now begin the process of imagin¬ 
ing a role in the Indo-Pacific that 
brings its vast diplomatic expe¬ 
rience and strategic heft into the 
open. 


Zorawar Daulet Singh is a fellow at the 
Centre for Policy Research and author of 
‘Power and Diplomacy: India’s Foreign 
Policies During the Cold War’ 
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Emeritus professors 

The administration in 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 
has shown great disrespect 
to its emeritus professors 
by asking for their 
curriculum vitae for 
evaluation. The move 
seems to have its roots in 
vendetta politics in order to 
target critics of the 
government. Nowhere has 
the government dared to 
ask such a thing from 
politicians. It is ludicrous 
that a renowned institution 
has stooped so low when 
the professors have given it 
their all to build the 
institution academically. 
The committee that 
thought of this outrageous 


ordinance should 
understand that a 
distinguished academic 
position comes with hard 
work and dedication unlike 
what happens in the murky 
world of politics. The 
university should draft a 
letter of apology. 

Janga Bahadur Sunuwar, 
Bagrakote, Jalpaiguri, West Bengal 

■ The demand for CVs is 
shocking; the distinguished 
teaching fraternity should 
not be subject to this. It is an 
attempt to harass and 
humiliate them. Their 
prolonged and selfless 
service is sufficient proof of 
their worthiness. Dissenting 
voices have to be heard in a 



pluralistic society to cherish 
the legacy of democracy. 
Chanchal Nandy, 

Durgapur, West Burdwan, West Bengal 

Kashmir policy 

The Central government 
appears keen on adopting a 
carrot and stick approach in 
Jammu and Kashmir, if the 
pronouncements of the 
Home Minister are an 
indication (Page 1, “Amit 
Shah seeks to reassure 
Kashmiris”, September 4). 
Beefing up the presence of 
security forces and the 
Indian Army in the Valley, 
diluting Article 370, 
converting a State into a 
Union Territory, placing local 
leaders under house arrest, 


and snapping 
communication links for 
days on end were measures 
that indicated the 
government’s inclination to 
use the big stick. Now that 
the objectives have been 
“achieved”, the application 
of a “salve” could be an 
indication that the 
government is keen to win 
back confidence. But how far 
this will succeed remains to 
be seen. 

C.V. Aravind, 

Bengaluru 

Rerailing the economy 

The economy is sluggish and 
unless corrective actions are 
taken, there could be 
recession. Falling private 


consumption has drastically 
reduced demand in all major 
sectors. The deliberate 
attempt by the government 
to push through radical 
reforms in taxation and 
regulation has had a 
debilitating affect on the 
economy. Scant job 
prospects in government and 


public sector units are also a 
factor. Government job 
creation has a multiplier 
affect on the economy. Major 
employment sectors need 
focus and assistance. 

Gagan Pratap Singh, 

Noida, Uttar Pradesh 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 


CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS: 

A front-page report headlined “IAF inducts 8 Apache attack 
helicopters” (Sept. 4, 2019) erroneously said in the photo caption 
and text that the Apaches would be part of the 125 Helicopter Unit at 
Pathankot. It should have been 125 (H) Squadron , AF. 

In a Business page story headlined “Mondelez to strengthen 
presence with Oreo” (Sept. 1, 2019), the name of the company 
should be corrected to read Mondelez India Foods Pvt. Ltd. 
Mr. Sudhanshu Nagpal’s designation should have been Associate 
Director - Marketing (Biscuits). 

The Readers' Editor's office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300; 
E-mail:readerseditor®thehindu.co.in 
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It is important to contextualise the NRC 

Errors aside, the process was rigorous, methodical and did not target any particular community 


Putting accident victims at 
the centre of vehicles law 



People in Guwahati, Assam, checking their names on the final List of the 
National Register of Citizens, -getty images 



The National Register of Citizens 
(NRC), which was expected to land 
with a bang in Assam, seems to some 
as having landed with a mere 
whoosh. Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leaders are particularly upset as it 
has belied their hopes of netting a 
huge number of immigrant Muslims 
in a dragnet - reportedly, a majority 
of those left out are Hindus. The All 
Assam Students Union (AASU) has 
expressed disappointment, arguing 
that the numbers did not tally with 
earlier figures mentioned by the go¬ 
vernment. Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma has even given dark hints of 
‘other measures’ in store to offset the 
‘errors’ in the NRC. 

On the other hand, former Chief 
Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta has 
welcomed it as satisfactory. Pradip 
Bhuyan, whose PIL galvanised the 
process of preparing the NRC; The 
Forum Against Amendment of the Ci¬ 
tizenship Bill, which I chaired; and 
organisations representing immi¬ 
grant Muslims have also welcomed it, 
while pointing out that such a mas¬ 
sive and complex exercise in a coun¬ 
try where official documentation is 
still at a rudimentary stage is not like¬ 
ly to be foolproof. 

Those expressing their disap¬ 
pointment ignore that the rigorous 
procedures and methodical cross¬ 
verifications were not put in place to 
fulfil some people’s fantasies. The 
previous figures cited by the govern¬ 
ment in earlier times were not based 
on any systematic procedure. 

Rhetoric and reality 

The concerns over the migration of 
Muslims also mask a social phenome¬ 
non. As Dr. Ilias Ali, a surgeon and 
crusader for family planning, and 
Abdul Mannan, a retired professor of 
statistics, have shown, the Muslims’ 
swelling numbers are the result of wi¬ 
despread poverty, illiteracy, early 
marriage and lack of birth-control 
measures rather than migration. Ho¬ 
wever, this is not to deny that some 
migration did take place. 

The results should also set at rest 


the tireless campaign by certain well- 
meaning but ill-informed people in 
the academic and media circles to 
paint the NRC as a vicious plot by 
some ‘xenophobic Assamese’ to op¬ 
press and torture Muslims. The pro¬ 
cess was impersonal and its strict 
machine-like operation pre-empted 
the targeting of any particular com¬ 
munity. While there may have been 
errors and lapses, there is no truth to 
the allegation of bias. 

People outside Assam have very 
little idea of the terrible times Assam 
lived through from the 1980s to the 
late 1990s. Social unrest, ethnic con¬ 
flict, militancy and insurgency under 
different flags created a monstrous 
and stifling atmosphere. There was a 
complete lack of security, loss of 
trust between different communities 
and uncontrolled violence. The go¬ 
vernment’s attempt to quell these 
with the Army and the police made 
matters worse. 

On the other hand, there was also 
an attempt by a group of civil society 
activists and saner political elements 
to mobilise support for peace. At that 
juncture in the late 1990s, popular 
Muslim clerical leaders came aboard 
and publicly declared their support 
for the Assam Accord, which they 
had opposed tooth and nail for a de¬ 
cade after 1985. This was a watershed 
moment, when the demand for an 
NRC gained greater traction. 

Earlier, since 1979, a turbulent stir 


in the State against a perceived threat 
to native identities had practically 
held the government to ransom, dis¬ 
rupted businesses and put a stop to 
education. The curtains were drawn 
on these scenes in 1985 after the sign¬ 
ing of the Assam Accord, which set 
1971 as the cut-off year for determin¬ 
ing citizenship. Immigrant Muslims 
initially considered it a betrayal and 
even formed their own political par¬ 
ty but, as mentioned above, they be¬ 
gan expressing support for the pact 
in the late 1990s. 

The colonial roots 

‘But why is there so much hue and 
cry about migration, which is a natu¬ 
ral human phenomenon?’ wonder 
many outsiders who do not know the 
history of Assam. Such an attempt to 
naturalise sociopolitical events is an 
intellectual folly. The roots of the 
State’s discontent can be traced to 
the early decades of the 20th centu¬ 
ry. The British colonial rulers, after 
fleecing poor East Bengal peasants 
for more than a century, apprehend¬ 
ed a massive peasant revolt and pro¬ 
moted the latter’s migration to As¬ 
sam. The relocation, which began as 
a trickle in the early decades of the 
20th century, turned into a deluge in 
the 1930s and ‘40s. 

Running with the hare and hunt¬ 
ing with the hounds, the British also 
set off an alarm among native Assa¬ 
mese people about their lands being 


‘seized’ and their culture ‘being’ bu¬ 
ried. Provocative remarks like those 
by Census superintendent C.S. Mul- 
lan in 1931 made the situation worse, 
turning anxiety into panic. Muslim 
leaders like Maulana Bhasani 
breathed fire into this by demanding 
both land for new immigrants and in¬ 
clusion of Assam in Pakistan. Howev¬ 
er, following Independence, it was a 
grim acceptance by the immigrant 
Muslims of their fate, patient negotia¬ 
tions with Congress leaders and 
sheer grit that saw them through. 

Fortunately, there was also a 
strand of Assamese national culture 
that tolerated diversity of faith and 
promoted peaceful coexistence and 
fraternal relations. Cultural icons like 
writers Jyoti Prasad Agarwala, Bish- 
nu Prasad Rabha and singer-musi¬ 
cian Bhupen Hazarika upheld that 
tradition and until the Assam Move¬ 
ment, which began in 1979, the rela¬ 
tions remained cordial. 

The fate of the excluded 

Now that the NRC has ended, what 
are we to do with the 19 lakh people 
left out? The problem is that their 
fate will be decided by Foreigners’ 
Tribunals which are short of mature 
and judicially trained members and 
which have so far leaned on reports 
of the Border Police. An option of ap¬ 
peal to the higher echelons of the 
judiciary does exist for those exclud¬ 
ed but that is likely to be expensive 
and sometimes unaffordable. The go¬ 
vernment has promised legal aid but 
we have to wait and watch if it is dis¬ 
pensed impartially. 

And what will be the fate of those 
left out, most of them poor and hap¬ 
less, after these appeals are exhaust¬ 
ed? Deporting them is not an option. 
However, many of the Assamese peo¬ 
ple, living in a State that is still under¬ 
developed, are not willing to bear 
their burden at a time when their 
own lot is facing difficult times due to 
the annual floods, a drying up of nat¬ 
ural resources and the cut-throat 
competition. They are scared of los¬ 
ing whatever political power they 
have enjoyed. It is the Centre’s res¬ 
ponsibility to rehabilitate and look 
after those who are left out after the 
exercise. In the meantime, patience 
and a refusal to take the bait of ru¬ 
mours and inflammatory rhetoric 
may see the Assamese through. 


Hiren Gohain is a scholar and literary critic 


The new Act focusses more on penalties than compensation 



G. S. BAJPAI 
& ANKIT KAUSHIK 


It is well known that India is one of the most 
accident-prone countries in the world, ac¬ 
counting for nearly 1,50,000 deaths -10% of 
all motor vehicles-related fatalities world¬ 
wide. However, the debate often revolves 
around how to minimise road accidents by 
incorporating deterrents into laws and ig¬ 
nores the interests of the victims. The dis¬ 
course concerning the Motor Vehicles 
(Amendment) Act 2019 has only followed 
this trend, as is evidenced by the dispropor¬ 
tionate press coverage given to the enhanced 
penalties to be levied on offenders. 

This lack of victim-centricity in the dis¬ 
course, though deplorable, is unsurprising. 
The fact that the National Crime Records Bu¬ 
reau does not collate data pertaining to the 
socio-economic and demographic profile of 
victims of traffic accidents is a testament to 
the relative apathy shown by the state ma¬ 
chinery. 

The amended Act gives the victims some 
respite as it provides for an enhanced insu¬ 
rance compensation of ?5 lakh in case of 
death of a person in a traffic accident and 
£2.5 lakh where there is “grievous hurt”. The 
compensation to be awarded following hit- 
and-run accidents has also been raised to £2 
lakh when a victim dies and £50,000 when 
he/she suffers a grievous injury. 

Cashless treatment 

Additionally, the Act now requires insurance 
companies and the government to notify 
schemes relating to cashless treatment dur¬ 
ing the ‘Golden Hour’ - the period of first 60 
minutes from the occurrence of an accident 
when the risk of fatality can be minimised to 
the greatest extent. Further, it mandates 
compulsory insurance of all road users, in¬ 
cluding pedestrians, who will be covered 
through a ‘Motor Vehicle Accident Fund’. 
Lastly, it also provides for interim relief to be 
provided to the claimants. 

These provisions, well-intentioned, are no 
doubt steps in the right direction. However, 
much more needs to be done if the accident 
victims are to be provided complete justice. 

First, closer attention needs to be paid to 
the formula used to calculate the quantum of 
compensation. In the case of Arun Kumar 
Agarwal & Anr v. National Insurance Co. Ltd 


& Ors (2010), the deceased was a homemak¬ 
er. The Accident Claim Tribunal reduced the 
amount of compensation from the calculat¬ 
ed sum of £5 lakh to a sum of £2,60,000, stat¬ 
ing that she was unemployed. In light of the 
same, on appeal, the Supreme Court com¬ 
mented that: “The time has come for the Par¬ 
liament to have a rethink on properly assess¬ 
ing homemakers’ and householders’ work 
and suitably amending he provisions of the 
Motor Vehicles Act... for giving compensa¬ 
tion when the victims are women and home¬ 
makers.” The amended Act, however, does 
not account for such nuances. 

Second, many of the problems with the 
Motor Vehicles Act highlighted by the apex 
court in the case of Jai Pralcash v. M/S. Na¬ 
tional Insurance Co. & Ors (2009) either re¬ 
main unaddressed or are inadequately ad¬ 
dressed by the amended version. For 
instance, though vehicle users who don’t 
give passage to emergency ambulance vehi¬ 
cle are liable to be punished with fines, such 
punitive measures are likely to remain inef¬ 
fective in the absence of an effective imple¬ 
mentation mechanism. Further, other fac¬ 
tors that lead to a poor response time, 
including lack of road infrastructure, also 
need to be taken into account. 

Delays in settlement 

Another problem highlighted by the apex 
court for which the new Act does not provid¬ 
ed any remedy is that of procedural delays 
on the part of tribunals in claims settlement. 
The provision for interim compensation is 
bound to bring some respite to the victims 
but another unaddressed concern makes 
this stipulation susceptible to criticism. 

An absence of in-built safeguards in the 
compensation mechanism allows for the 
money to be frittered away by unscrupulous 
relatives, touts and agents, especially in cas¬ 
es where the victim or his nearest kin are 
poor and illiterate. It is to address this con¬ 
cern that the Supreme Court in Jai Pralcash 
suggested payment in the form of monthly 
disbursements of smaller amounts over a 
longer period of time to victims or their kin, 
as against a lump-sum award. This has been 
overlooked by the new Act. 

Understandably, many of the points 
raised above cannot be specified statutorily. 
Hence, the government needs to notify an in¬ 
stitutional framework which encourages ad¬ 
vocacy for victims and facilitates access to 
the various services. 


G. S. Bajpai is chairperson , Centre for Criminology 
and Victimology at National Law University\ Delhi!, 
where Ankit Kaushik is a research associate 


India’s climate score: high on 
vulnerability, low on resilience 

Disaster management plans must be prioritised 


VINOD THOMAS 

HSBC’s 2018 assessment of India be¬ 
ing the country the most vulnerable 
to climate change is of great signifi¬ 
cance. However, against scientific 
warnings, carbon emissions continue 
to rise in China, the U.S. and India, 
three of the biggest emitters. 

Brazil, under its President Jair Bol- 
sonaro, is encouraging - under the 
false pretext of promoting economic 
growth - unprecedented deforesta¬ 
tion of the Amazon rainforest. As for¬ 
est fires worsen global warming, the 
hardest hit by the resulting floods, 
storms, heatwaves and droughts will 
be in India. 

Amidst this dangerous setting, glo¬ 
bal leadership must act with far grea¬ 
ter urgency, and countries, including 
India, ought to switch rapidly from 
polluting fossil fuels to cleaner re¬ 
newable energy, while building 
much stronger coastal 
and inland defences 
against climatic damage. 

Brazil must reverse 
course on the mindless 
destruction of the Ama¬ 
zon rainforest. 

A self-defeating tactic 

Brazil is not alone in mis¬ 
takenly thinking that 
slashing environmental regulations 
would raise economic growth. The 
U.S., India and others are following 
this prescription to varying degrees. 
To be sure, cutting hurdles to invest¬ 
ment can boost short-term growth 
and benefit interest groups. But da¬ 
maging the environment in this way 
would be self defeating in today’s fra¬ 
gile ecology, as it would impact long¬ 
term growth and well-being. 

HSBC’s index and other such mea¬ 
sures relating to the climate risk con¬ 
sider the exposure or sensitivity of 
countries to climate impacts on the 
one side, and their ability to cope on 
the other. Add to these two factors 
the intensity of the climate hazard it¬ 
self and we can see how India’s rank¬ 
ing on the index is, in all likelihood, 
worsening each year. 

A number of Indian States have ex¬ 
perienced extreme heatwaves in the 
past three years, and the nation’s 
capital recently recorded a tempera¬ 



ture of 48°C, its hottest day in 21 
years. India’s exposure to climate ha¬ 
zards is heightened by the location of 
its vast coastline in the eye of the 
storm, across the Indian Ocean, Bay 
of Bengal and the Arabian Sea. It also 
has a high population density located 
in harm’s way. For instance, Kerala, 
which experienced intense floods 
and landslides in 2018 and 2019, is 
among the States with the highest 
density. 

How badly this exposure will affect 
lives and livelihoods depends both 
on the degrees of vulnerability and 
resilience to climate impacts. In¬ 
creasing temperatures and changing 
seasonal rainfall patterns are aggra¬ 
vating droughts and hurting agricul¬ 
ture across the country. Extreme 
storms like the one that hit Odisha 
this year and the floods that swept 
Chennai in 2015 are the new normal. 
These events become more damag¬ 
ing when infrastructure 
is not resilient. 

Building resilience 

In the face of such dan¬ 
ger, India is not doing 
enough to boost its coas¬ 
tal and inland defences. 
It also needs to do more 
to build resilience in the 
sectors of agriculture, 
fisheries, manufacturing, energy, 
transport, health, and education. 
The priority for spending at the na¬ 
tional and State levels for disaster 
management needs to rise. Adequate 
resources must also be allocated for 
implementing climate action plans 
that most States have now prepared. 

Indeed, India should be alarmed 
at ecological destruction even in fara¬ 
way places like Amazon. As the coun¬ 
try that is most at risk for climate 
damage, it should lead in pressing 
the global community to take sweep¬ 
ing climate action. Meanwhile, the 
nation must reinforce its infrastruc¬ 
ture and adapt its agriculture and in¬ 
dustry. Equally, it also needs to re¬ 
place urgently its fossil fuels with 
renewable energy. 


The writer is a visiting professor at Lee Kuan 
Yew School of Public Policy, National 
University of Singapore 
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The police 
story 


An overwhelming majority of police personnel in India, across gender, rank and contingent, work 
more than 14 hours a day, but don't get paid extra, a survey* has concluded. But, this over-work has 
not had much of an impact on their morale, with 50% considering their pay to be on par with their 
work and more than 75% saying that they are evaluated in a neutral way. By The Hindu Data Team 


'Mean 1 hours | Average number of hours worked by 
police personnel in a day was 14, the survey reported 

• Only 13% personnel reported overage working hours 
os eight. 24% of them work more than 16 hours o day 

• Odisha police work 78 hours o day on on overage, the 
highest among States. M.P. and Jharkhand personnel 
clocked 77 hours, the least among big States 

Overall 

Constabulary 

Senior State 
police 

Civil Police 
Armed Police 

0 5 10 15 



Odd hours | Nearly one in two police personnel stay 
back many times ■ after duty hours in a week. Only 8% 
said they never stay back 

% of respondents 


Many times 47 Sometimes 30 I Rarely 11 

Never 8 

*"Status of Policing in India Report 2019" is based on 
a sample survey of 11,834 police personnel across 105 
locations in 21 States. The survey was conducted by 
Centre for the Study of Developing Societies between 
February and April 2019 


More hours, same pay | Four of every five police personnel 
reported that they do not get paid for the overtime work 


This number is 
only marginally 
better for 
armed police, 
with about 8% of 
them reporting 
that they get paid 
for their overtime 
work as compared 
to 4% of the 
civil police 


m "I DON'T GET PAID FOR OVERTIME" 
100 ■ " I GET PA ID FOR OVERT I ME" 



Overall Civil police Armed police 


... still mostly satisfied 

A little more than half of police personnel reported that their 
salary is at par with the kind of work they do 


• 3/4th of the personnel 
also reported that their 
work is evaluated in a 
neutral way 


• 70% police personnel 
in Haryana agreed that 
their pay is on par - the 
highest among States 


• 25% in 

Chhattisgarh said 
the same - the 
least among States 


■ "MY SALARY IS AT PAR" "...NOT AT PAR" 



Senior State police Armed Police 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO September 5, 1969 

Ho Chi Minh dead 

President Ho Chi Minh, the father of Viet Na- 
mese Communism, died in Hanoi of a heart 
attack yesterday [September 3]. The official 
Hanoi Radio announced in a broadcast to¬ 
day [September 4] that the 79-year-old lead¬ 
er died at 9-47 yesterday morning [Septem¬ 
ber 3] Hanoi time (7-17 I.S.T.). A commu¬ 
nique issued in the name of the Central 
Committee of the Viet Nam Workers (Com¬ 
munist) Party, the Standing Committee of 
the National Assembly and the Council of 
Ministers said: “We feel boundless grief in 
informing the entire party and the entire 
Viet Namese people that Comrade Ho Chi 
Minh, President of the Central Committee of 
the Viet Nam Workers’ Party and President 
of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, 
passed away at 9-47, September 3,1969, after 
a very sudden serious heart attack at the age 
of 79.” Death came to the frail, wispy beard¬ 
ed Communist leader, a legend in his own 
life-time, just one day after the 24th anniver¬ 
sary of his country’s independence from 
France. North Viet Nam immediately went 
into seven days of official mourning. The bo¬ 
dy lay in state in Hanoi, and the funeral will 
take place next Wednesday (September 10). 
The date was announced in Paris by Mr. 
Xuan Thuy, head of the North Viet Namese 
peace talks delegation. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO sept. 5, 1919 

Caste Spirit: a lecture. 

Mr. K.V. Sesha Aiyangar M.A., B.L., delivered 
a lecture last evening in the Kellett Hall, Tri- 
plicane, on the “Caste Spirit” before a large 
audience when Sir P.S. Sivaswamy Aiyar 
presided. 

The Forum Against Amendment of the Ci¬ 
tizenship Bill, which I chaired;The lecturer 
first distinguished between the caste system 
as prevailing among the Hindus and the 
caste spirit found in all countries in diverse 
forms and observed that the caste spirit 
might linger longer than the caste system. 
The root cause of caste spirit was selfishness 
and vanity of human nature and oftentimes 
it showed itself in contempt for others. That 
spirit was declining and bound to decline. 
The decline of the caste spirit was evident 
from the evidence of Indian representatives 
before the joint committee of the House of 
Commons. The foremost cause of the de¬ 
cline of the caste spirit was education which 
brought about the understanding of nations. 
With the spread of culture which gave rise to 
self-restraint, tolerance, respect for the feel¬ 
ings and right of others, the caste spirit must 
decline. 
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Azhar, Hafiz & Dawood 
designated as terrorists 


Hafiz Saeed has been desig¬ 
nated as a terrorist for his in¬ 
volvement in the Red Fort 
attack (2000), the Rampur 
attack (2008), the 26/11 
Mumbai attack (2008) and 
the attack on a BSF convoy 
at Udhampur in J&K (2015). 

“Hafiz Saeed is accused in 
various cases registered and 
being investigated by the 
NIA which include Jammu 
and Kashmir terror conspi¬ 
racy and terror funding case 
and Dukhtaran-E-Millat case 
and chargesheet had been 
filed against him in Headley 
case (26/11 attack),” the noti¬ 
fication said. 


The government had said 
the first persons to be desig¬ 
nated on a priority basis 
would be Pakistan-based 
terrorists. The designations 
were in alignment with laws 
in the European Union 
countries, the U.S., China 
and Israel and even in Pakis¬ 
tan and Sri Lanka, an official 
said. 

Opposition parties have 
raised concern over the law, 
saying it could also be used 
against political opponents 
and civil society activists 
who spoke against the go¬ 
vernment who may then be 
branded as “terrorists.” 


Kartarpur agreement 
stuck over fees 


Sources declared that an un¬ 
derstanding was reached on 
the visa-free travel of Indian 
pilgrims without any restric¬ 
tions. 

The pilgrimage will also 
be available to the holders 
of OCI cards. 

According to the bilateral 
understanding, 5,000 pil¬ 
grims can visit the gurdwara 
daily and the corridor will 
also be able to accommo¬ 
date an additional 5,000 pil¬ 
grims on special days like 
Vaisakhi and the birth anni¬ 
versary of the founder of 
Sikhism, Guru Nanalc. 

Festivities start in Nov. 

India and Pakistan have 
been building infrastructure 
on both sides of the border 
for the pilgrims who will be¬ 
gin festivities in the first 
week of November to mark 
the 550th birth anniversary 


of Guru Nanalc, who spent 
many years of his life at this 
sacred location. 

Pakistan’s Ministry of Fo¬ 
reign Affairs, however, stat¬ 
ed that a “nominal amount” 
was to be charged from pil¬ 
grims for the maintenance 
of the holy shrine. 

The inability to sign the 
agreement now has left both 
sides with a narrow timeline 
as the festivities for the birth 
anniversary are to intensify 
by the last week of October. 

The Pakistani side has in¬ 
sisted that in view of the ap¬ 
proaching events, the next 
round of talks be held as ear¬ 
ly as next week. 

Once operational, the 
Kartarpur Corridor project 
will be the first of its kind 
since the Partition of 1947, 
which left the Sikh shrine 
across the border in Pakista¬ 
ni territory. 


India and Russia against 
‘outside influence’ 


Briefing the media later, Fo¬ 
reign Secretary Vijay Gok- 
hale said Prime Minister Mo¬ 
di explained to President 
Putin the rationale behind 
the decision and Russia 
stands firmly behind India 
on the issue. 

A joint statement issued 
later said the two sides “un¬ 
derlined the primacy of in¬ 
ternational law and empha¬ 
sised their commitment to 
the purposes and the princi¬ 
ples stated in the UN Char¬ 
ter including the inadmissi¬ 
bility of interference in the 
internal affairs of member 
states.” 

The two sides “prioritise 
strong, multifaceted trade 


and economic cooperation 
as the foundation for furth¬ 
er expanding the range of 
India-Russia relations,” it ad¬ 
ded. The two leaders decid¬ 
ed to take the bilateral trade 
from the current $11 billion 
to $30 billion by 2025. 

They strongly con¬ 
demned terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations 
and called on the interna¬ 
tional community to set up a 
united front to fight against 
this evil. “They insisted on 
the inadmissibility of dou¬ 
ble standards in countering 
terrorism and extremism, as 
well as of the use of terrorist 
groups for political ends,” 
the statement said. 


Collegium rejects Justice 
Tahilramani’s request 


The judge was asked to res¬ 
pond in accordance with 
the terms of the Memoran¬ 
dum of Procedure. Justice 
Tahilramani had sent a re¬ 
presentation to the Collegi¬ 
um on September 2, re¬ 
questing a reconsideration. 

“The Collegium has care¬ 
fully gone through the re¬ 
presentation and taken into 
consideration all relevant 
factors. On reconsideration, 
the Collegium is of the con¬ 
sidered view that it is not 
possible to accede to her re¬ 
quest. The Collegium, ac¬ 
cordingly, reiterates its re¬ 
commendation dated 28th 
August, 2019 for transfer of 
Mrs. Justice V.K. Tahilrama¬ 
ni to Meghalaya High 
Court,” the resolution of 
September 3 said. 

In May 2017, while in 
Bombay High Court, Justice 
Tahilramani had upheld the 
convictions in the Bilkis Ba- 
no gang-rape case. 

Relatively new HC 

If the government accepts 
the recommendation. Jus¬ 
tice Tahilramani is moving 
from being the Chief Justice 
of one of the three Char¬ 
tered High Courts (Calcutta 
and Bombay being the other 
two) to a relatively new one. 
The Calcutta, Bombay and 
Madras High Courts were es¬ 



tablished on the basis of let¬ 
ters patent issued by the 
Queen of England as per the 
Indian High Court Act of 
1861. 

The Collegium has re¬ 
commended that Justice 
A.K. Mittal, who is currently 
the Meghalaya Chief Justice, 
take over from Justice Tahil¬ 
ramani at the Madras High 
Court. 

Similarly, Justice Agar- 
wal, an incumbent in the 
Madhya Pradesh High 
Court, had wanted to stay 
back in the State. 

The Collegium had re¬ 
commended his transfer to 
the Allahabad High Court on 
August 28. A request made 
by Justice Rawal, a judge 
with the Punjab and Harya¬ 
na High Court, to the Colle¬ 
gium to rethink its recom¬ 
mendation to transfer him 
to Kerala High Court also 
did not find favour. 

Questions have been 
raised about the recent Col¬ 
legium recommendation to 
transfer Justice P.V. Sanjay 
Kumar, the senior most 
puisne judge of the Telanga- 
na High Court, as a judge of 
the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court. The Collegium 
proposal was objected to by 
the Telangana Bar, which 
has resolved to protest the 
move. 



Clock ticks for NRC-excluded 

Voluntary organisations and lawyers counsel residents on the options ahead 


FIRs filed against 
NRC Coordinator 


RAHU L KARMAKAR 

BHALUKABARI 

Since the final National Re¬ 
gister of Citizens (NRC) con¬ 
taining the names of 3.11 
crore people was released 
on August 31, farmer Atowar 
Rahman has been attending 
meetings by voluntary or¬ 
ganisations and lawyers on 
how to go about challenging 
the question mark on his citi¬ 
zenship. One of the meetings 
was at Bhalukabari, about 75 
km west of Guwahati. 

Mr. Rahman and 11 others 
of his 14-member family are 
among the 19.07 lakh people 
excluded from the final NRC. 

“We have been told we 
have 120 days to file an ap¬ 
peal at the Foreigners’ Tribu¬ 
nal, which will take another 
180 days to decide whether 
we are Indians or foreigners. 
Does that mean we have 
freedom for 296 days with 
four days already gone?” Mr. 
Rahman, 36, told The Hindu 
on Wednesday. 

Lawyer’s caution 

“Get certified copies of vo¬ 
ters’ list from the magis¬ 
trate’s office, get good la¬ 
wyers, discuss with some 
educated people willing to 
help, and most important, 
don’t rush it just because a 
sword is hanging on your 
head,” Jahir Abbas, a Guwa- 
hati-based lawyer offering 
help, said in one of the meet¬ 
ings. “This situation is dea¬ 
dlier than death. So you have 
to be very careful with your 
documents and with every 
step you take,” he added. 

At Goroimari village near¬ 
by, 52-year-old garment trad¬ 
er Jamaluddin fathomed the 
importance of not rushing it. 



Seeking guidance: Garment trader Jamaluddin, who has been Left out of the NRC, at an 
awareness meeting organised near Guwahati. ■ rahul karmakar 


CPI(M) seeks photo ID 
cards for ‘NRC-included’ 


All 26 members of his family 
were excluded because his 
father’s name appeared as 
Golamuddin and Gopalud- 
din in different documents 
that were considered admis¬ 
sible. “Filing an appeal now 
would rob me of more than 
three months of relative free¬ 
dom. I think it is better to ap¬ 
peal towards the end of the 
120 days,” Mr. Jamaluddin 
said. 

Officials in Assam feel if a 
majority of the 19.07 lakh pe¬ 
ople file appeals simultane¬ 
ously towards the end of the 
120-day period, the Foreign¬ 
ers’ Tribunals could be un¬ 
der tremendous pressure to 
deliver judgment within the 
stipulated six months. 

Depending on the verdict 
of the Foreigners Tribunal, 
an NRC-excluded person has 
the option of approaching 
the Gauhati High Court and 
then the Supreme Court. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The Communist Party of In¬ 
dia (Marxist) has asked the 
government to issue photo 
identity cards to the 3.11 
crore people who have been 
included in Assam’s updat¬ 
ed National Register of Citi¬ 
zens (NRC) that was re¬ 
leased on August 31. 

The party cited the Citi¬ 
zenship (Registration of Citi¬ 
zens and Issue of National 
Identity Cards) Rules, 2003, 
to raise this demand. 

Some NGOs and political 
leaders in the State have felt 
the need for some kind of 
‘NRC-included’ proof, espe¬ 
cially for daily-wagers who 
move to other States for 


work. One of the reasons is a 
drive against “foreigners” in 
the States adjoining Assam 
after the release of the NRC. 

In Meghalaya, for in¬ 
stance, some students and 
tribal organisations have 
been raiding factories in a 
bid to drive out those with¬ 
out proper citizenship cre¬ 
dentials. At least 30 labour¬ 
ers from Assam were asked 
to leave an industrial estate 
in Meghalaya’s West Khasi 
Hills district. 

“An identity card has be¬ 
come essential for people 
included in the NRC, partic¬ 
ularly in a communally- 
charged atmosphere,” CPI 
(M) State secretary Deben 
Bhattacharyya said. 


‘Genuine Indians excluded from list’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

FIRs have been lodged in 
Guwahati and Dibrugarh 
against Prateek Hajela, the 
Coordinator for Assam’s Na¬ 
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC), for “deliberately ex¬ 
cluding genuine Indian” citi¬ 
zens from the updated citi¬ 
zens’ list. 

The first complaint was 
filed on September 3 by the 
Asom Garia-Maria Yuba 
Chhatra Parishad at Guwa- 
hati’s Latasil police station, 
for producing an expensive 
“farcical” document that 
left out many indigenous pe¬ 
ople. The organisation re¬ 
presents Garia and Maria, 
two categories of indige¬ 
nous Assamese Muslims. 

“The final NRC is a bhe- 
kubhaona (farce) and a 
waste of time and resources. 
It is full of anomalies with 
three members of a family 
in and two members out, 
armed forces personnel ex¬ 
cluded, one son in and 
another out despite using 
the same legacy data. This 
shouldn’t have happened at 
least to the original inhabi¬ 
tants of the State,” a spokes¬ 
person of the organisation 
said on Wednesday. 

The complaint had been 
filed so that the government 
probed the entire NRC exer¬ 
cise, the spokesperson said. 

On September 4, Chan- 
dar Mazumdar, a member of 
the All India Legal Aid Fo¬ 
rum, filed a complaint 
against Mr. Hajela at a police 
station in Dibrugarh town. 

He alleged the NRC Coor¬ 
dinator had his family delib- 


Prateek HajeLa 

erately excluded from the 
NRC. “I am a bona fide citi¬ 
zen and my parents settled 
in Dibrugarh in 1947,” Mr. 
Mazumdar said, enclosing 
his family’s 1951 NRC with 
the FIR. 

‘Faulty document’ 

Other organisations too 
have upped the ante against 
Mr. Hajela. The All Assam 
Bengali Yuba-Chhatra Par¬ 
ishad has demanded his ar¬ 
rest and removal for pro¬ 
ducing a “faulty” document 
that omits many “genuine 
Indians” and includes “fo¬ 
reigners”. 

“More than 90% people 
excluded from the NRC are 
Hindus, and for this the 
State Coordinator is solely 
responsible,” the associa¬ 
tion’s president, Swapan Ku¬ 
mar Mandal, said. 

After the Bharatiya Janata 
Party, the ruling regional al¬ 
ly Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP) has asked the Su¬ 
preme Court to let the docu¬ 
ments of the people includ¬ 
ed in the NRC be reverified. 

The Muslim Kalyan Par¬ 
ishad too has demanded a 
reverification. 



‘Hindus, Muslims prayed at disputed site’ 

Supreme Court Bench asks if common worship indicates that the ‘mosque’ was in part a ‘temple’ 


No Chinese 
incursion, 
says Army 


Litigant alleges attack 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Constitution Bench 
hearing the Ayodhya appeals 
on Wednesday questioned 
the Muslim parties on 
whether allowing Hindus to 
worship in the outer cour¬ 
tyard of the disputed struc¬ 
ture was an indication that 
the ‘mosque’ was in part a 
‘temple’. 

The Bench, led by Chief 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi, made 
the queries even as senior 
advocate Rajeev Dhavan, for 
Sunni Waqf Board, argued 
that an idol of Lord Ram was 
surreptitiously moved inside 
the Babri Masjid in the inter¬ 
vening night of December 22- 
23 of 1949. 

British records 

Parrying the question from 
the Bench about the true na¬ 


ture of the disputed struc¬ 
ture, Mr. Dhavan resorted to 
historical sketches on Faiza- 
bad by British officials like P. 
Carnegi and H.R. Nevill, both 
of whom had recorded that 
Babur built a mosque at the 
Janamsthan and that the 
mosque bore the name of Ba¬ 
bur along with the two in¬ 
scriptions. 

Mr. Dhavan said Hindus 
and Muslims “alike used to 
worship in the mosque-tem¬ 
ple”. The British built a rail¬ 
ing to prevent disputes bet¬ 
ween the two communities. 

“It is within this railing 
that the mosque exists and 
that is where Muslims pray. 
Whereas Hindus pray out¬ 
side the fence where they 
have raised a platform,” Mr. 
Dhavan submitted. He said 
the Muslims were in posses¬ 
sion of the ‘mosque’ both be- 



Though a composite site of 
worship, the title was with 
the Muslims, the Sunni Waqf 
Board counsel told the SC. 

fore and after the 1855 riots. 
He said both religions has 
coexisted in that space, but 
the title was with the 
Muslims. 

The Hindu parties have ar¬ 
gued in the court that the 
disputed land itself is a juris¬ 
tic person. “Whether they 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Wed¬ 
nesday agreed to look into a 
complaint made by Iqbal 
Ansari, a litigant in the 
Ayodhya appeals, about an 
alleged instance of intimida¬ 
tion and attack on him. 

Senior advocate Rajeev 
Dhavan informed the Con¬ 
stitution Bench led by CJI 


(Hindus) prayed in the inner 
or outer courtyard is not re¬ 
levant. We say that whole 
area is Janambhoomi,” se¬ 
nior advocate K. Parasaran, 
for the Ayodhya deity, had 
earlier submitted. 

In his submissions on 
Tuesday, Mr. Dhavan re- 


Ranjan Gogoi that Mr. Ansa¬ 
ri was accosted by a couple 
at his home in Faizabad on 
Tuesday evening. They told 
him to withdraw from the 
case or face dire conse¬ 
quences. The woman even 
introduced herself as an “in¬ 
ternational shooter”. 

The lawyer said it was 
learnt that the Faizabad pol¬ 
ice had detained the couple. 


ferred to records about ag¬ 
gression shown by the local 
populace towards worship¬ 
pers coming to the mosque. 
He had termed the disputed 
land a “composite place of 
worship”, comparing it to re¬ 
ligious sites in Jerusalem 
such as the Wailing Wall. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Army on Wednesday 
denied any Chinese incur¬ 
sion in Arunachal Pradesh, 
rejecting claims made by 
local MP and State BJP pre¬ 
sident Tapir Gao that Chi¬ 
nese troops had construct¬ 
ed a temporary wooden 
bridge over a stream in An- 
jaw district last month. 

Army spokesperson Col. 
Aman Anand said the area 
being referred to is the area 
of Fish Tail where there are 
“differing perceptions” on 
the alignment of the Line 
of Actual Control. “Being 
an area of differing claims, 
troops routinely from eith¬ 
er side patrol the area... 
There is no permanent pre¬ 
sence of either Chinese sol¬ 
diers or civilians in the 
area,” Col. Anand said. 


It’s just vendetta politics: Rahul 

Cong, says it won’t be intimidated by ‘persecution’ and will pose ‘hard questions’ 


Shivakumar remanded 
in ED custody till Sept. 13 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Former Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday 
described the arrest of Kar¬ 
nataka Congress leader D.K. 
Shivakumar by the Enforce¬ 
ment Directorate (ED) as 
another example of “vendet¬ 
ta politics”, and alleged that 
the Union government was 
using investigation agencies 
and a “pliant” media to tar¬ 
get people selectively. 

“The arrest of D.K .Shiva¬ 
kumar is another example of 
the vendetta politics un¬ 
leashed by the government, 
using agencies like the ED/ 
CBI & a pliant media to selec¬ 
tively target individuals,” Mr. 
Gandhi tweeted. 

At a press conference ear¬ 
lier, former Union Minister 
Manish Tewari said the Con¬ 
gress would not be intimidat¬ 
ed by the “politics of perse¬ 
cution” and the party would 
continue to pose “hard ques¬ 
tions” to the government on 
the policy front. 

‘Tyranny, chaos’ 

Mr. Tewari said the 96 days 
of the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) government’s 
second term had been 
marked by “tyranny, chaos 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Wednesday 
remanded former Karnataka 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar to 
Enforcement Directorate 
custody till September 13 in a 
money laundering case. 

It will take up his bail ap¬ 
plication on September 13 
when he will be produced in 
the court. 

Sending the accused to 
ED’s custody. Special Judge 
A.K. Kuhar said: “The allega¬ 
tions against the accused are 
serious in nature. The inves¬ 
tigation in my considered 
view would justify the custo¬ 
dial interrogation of the ac¬ 
cused keeping in view the na¬ 
ture of the offence. He has to 
be confronted with volumi- 


and anarchy”. He cited an 
“economic slowdown and 
undeclared emergency” in 
Kashmir and the situation in 
Assam following the publica¬ 
tion of the updated final Na¬ 
tional Register for Citizens 



D.K. Shivakumar Leaving the 
Rouse Avenue Court in New 
Delhi on Wednesday. - pti 


nous incriminating material 
and other crucial aspects of 
the case...” 

Earlier last month, Mr. Ku¬ 
har had remanded former Fi¬ 
nance Minister P. Chidamba¬ 
ram to CBI custody in the 
INX media case. 


(NRC) as proof. 

“Mr. Shivakumar’s only 
crime was that he provided 
protection to those Congress 
ML As of Gujarat who were 
being poached by the NDA- 
BJP during the Rajya Sabha 


election,” he said. “Has there 
been any conviction of any 
Opposition leaders in the 
past five years? For the past 
five years, this politics of per¬ 
secution has been carried on 
relentlessly against Opposi¬ 
tion leaders of every shade 
and hue.” The reason that 
there had not been a single 
conviction by any court of 
law was because “there is a 
difference between persecu¬ 
tion and prosecution”. 

“Persecution only re¬ 
quires misuse and abuse of 
state instruments. When the 
lawyers of the government 
plead for custodial interroga¬ 
tion in the courts of law, it is 
a euphemism for physical, 
mental and emotional tor¬ 
ture of their political oppo¬ 
nents,” he said. 

“What you have been wit¬ 
nessing in the past five years 
is not unbiased, neutral pro¬ 
secution but subjective, arbi¬ 
trary and whimsical perse¬ 
cution being carried out by 
investigating agencies at the 
behest of their political mas¬ 
ters,” he said. “We will conti¬ 
nue to demand answers, we 
will continue to agitate and 
we will continue to keep de¬ 
mocracy alive in this coun¬ 
try,” he added. 


Kumari Selja appointed 
Haryana Congress chief 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Congress on Wednes¬ 
day appointed Kumari Selja 
president of the Haryana 
Pradesh Congress Commit¬ 
tee and named former Chief 
Minister Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda as leader of the Con¬ 
gress Legislature Party 
(CLP) and chairman of the 
election management com¬ 
mittee ahead of the Assemb¬ 
ly polls later this year. 

The appointments not 
only seek to put an end to 
the bitter factionalism that 
the State had witnessed in 
the past few months but 
were also an attempt to pro¬ 
ject a united face of the par¬ 
ty. A former Union Minister 



Kumari Selja 


and known to be close to 
party president Sonia Gand¬ 
hi, Kumari Selja, 56, re¬ 
placed Ashok Tanwar while 
Mr. Hooda replaced Ms. Ki- 
ran Choudhary as CLP 
leader. 


APPEAL 

1 year old Vishnu needs your support in bringing 
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Russia opens porthole to Chennai 


India, U.K. spar over London protests 


Signs Mol with India for maritime communications between city and Vladivostok 


Violent protesters surrounded the Indian High Commission, broke windowpanes 



Strategic partnership: PM Narendra Modi with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in Vladivostok on Wednesday. ■ ap 



PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

VLADIVOSTOK 

India and Russia on Wednes¬ 
day agreed to open a mari¬ 
time route between Chennai 
and Vladivostok to ensure 
connectivity between the 
two countries. A Memoran¬ 
dum of Intent was signed 
between the Indian Ministry 
of Shipping and Russia’s Mi¬ 
nistry of Transport for the 
development of maritime 
communications between 
the ports of Chennai and Vla¬ 
divostok after Prime Minis¬ 
ter Narendra Modi’s talks 
with Russian President Vla¬ 
dimir Putin. 

“Opening of this route 
between Chennai and Vladi¬ 
vostok assumes significance 
because it ensures there will 
be connectivity between the 
two major ports which will 
give impetus to the coopera¬ 
tion between India and the 
Russian Far East,” Indian Fo¬ 


reign Secretary Vijay Gok- 
hale told reporters here. Mr. 
Gokhale said that Prime Mi¬ 
nister Modi proposed and 
President Putin was also op¬ 
timistic about manpower ex¬ 
ports as Russia has a shor¬ 
tage of labour and “in this 
context the Mol on opening 
a route between Chennai 


and Vladivostok assumes sig¬ 
nificance.” 

In a major breakthrough 
in defence ties, India will 
start manufacturing spare 
parts and components for 
the Russian military equip¬ 
ment under transfer of tech¬ 
nology and set up joint ven¬ 
tures, as the two strategic 


partners tried to transform 
their existing buyer-seller re¬ 
lationship into one of 
collaboration. 

This was agreed during 
the talks between Mr. Modi 
and Mr. Putin. 

Close cooperation in mili¬ 
tary and military-technical 
areas is a key pillar of bilater¬ 
al and especially privileged 
strategic partnership, the 
two leaders said at the joint 
press meet. The two sides 
signed MoUs in various sec¬ 
tors, including civil, nuclear 
and LNG. “Regarding the Ku- 
dankulam nuclear power 
plant, the first and second 
units are working. The third 
and fourth are under con¬ 
struction. In addition, we 
have also decided to set up 
more than 20 Russian-de¬ 
signed nuclear units in India 
in the next 20 years,” Mr. Pu¬ 
tin said. 

(With ANI inputs) 


SUHASINI HAIDAR 

NEW DELHI 

India and the U.K. countered 
each other over the violent 
protests at the Indian High 
Commission in London on 
Tuesday, where demonstra¬ 
tors surrounded India House 
and broke windowpanes. 

While the New Delhi said 
it was “deeply concerned” 
over the “unruly demonstra¬ 
tion by Pakistan-incited ele¬ 
ments and consequent or¬ 
ganised vandalism”, the 
British government called 
the protests “largely peace¬ 
ful”. 

The matter was taken up 
in the British Parliament as 
well, along with questions 
over the situation in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

Formal complaint 

Sources said India had com¬ 
plained strongly both in New 
Delhi to the British High 


Commission, as well as to 
the U.K. government direct¬ 
ly, about groups of pro-Pa- 
kistan and separatist Kash¬ 
miri and Khalistani activists 
being allowed to take out 
violent rallies against the re¬ 
vocation of Article 370 in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

“This is the second time in 
a less than a month that such 
an incident has taken place 


affecting the security and 
the normal functioning of 
our Mission. We consider 
these incidents unaccepta¬ 
ble and have strongly urged 
the Government of U.K. to 
take action against those in¬ 
volved, and take necessary 
steps to ensure the normal 
functioning of our Mission 
and the safety and security 
of our personnel,” the MEA 


spokesperson said on Wed¬ 
nesday. 

In a defence of the Lon¬ 
don police’s actions, the 
British High Commission 
said they had made two ar¬ 
rests in the matter. 

Questions in Commons 

The issue echoed in the Brit¬ 
ish House of Commons on 
Tuesday, where Foreign Se¬ 
cretary Dominic Raab an¬ 
swered more than a dozen 
questions over the situation 
in Kashmir. 

In response to Conserva¬ 
tive party MP Shailesh Vara’s 
question about the protests, 
Mr. Raab said, “Any violence 
is deplorable, and should 
not be conducted in [UK], or 
anywhere else for that mat¬ 
ter, against any individual 
communities.” Mr. Raab said 
he had raised MPs’ concerns 
specifically with External Af¬ 
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar. 


No decision on J&K 
leaders’ release: DGP 

Detenus asked to furnish personal bond 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

A month after Jammu and 
Kashmir was placed under 
severe restrictions following 
the revocation of its special 
status under Article 370, Di¬ 
rector General of Police Dil- 
bagh Singh said on Wednes¬ 
day that no decision has 
been taken to release politi¬ 
cal leaders once they fur¬ 
nished a bond. 

Speaking to The Hindu 
on the phone from Srinagar 
Mr. Singh said the police 
had arrested a couple of “ru¬ 
mour mongers” for spread¬ 
ing misinformation through 
“posters and word of 
mouth.” 

When asked how misin¬ 
formation was being spread 
in absence of mobile or In¬ 
ternet connectivity and sev¬ 
ere restrictions on move¬ 
ment, Mr. Singh said, “They 
do this through posters and 
word of mouth, they are go¬ 
ing from one mohalla 
(neighbourhood) to another 
and spreading the story- 
....police is taking the help 
of CCTV cameras installed 
at many locations and high¬ 
ways to identify the 
suspects.” 

Relatives and family 
members of several de¬ 
tained political leaders in 
Kashmir Valley have 



Dilbagh Singh 


claimed that authorities 
have been asking them to 
sign personal bonds if they 
wanted to be released. 

Shah Faesal case 

The J&K police in an affida¬ 
vit filed in Delhi High Court 
in Shah Faesal's case said 
the former IAS officer was 
detained on the orders of 
Executive Magistrate under 
Section 107 of the CrPC after 
he refused to furnish the 
“security/bond of ^50,000 
to keep the peace.” 

The Centaur hotel in Sri¬ 
nagar has been turned into a 
subsidiary jail where many 
political leaders are de¬ 
tained. 

"I don't think any such de¬ 
cision has been taken as of 
now," Mr. Singh said when 
asked how many politicians 
had been released in the 
past one month after they 
furnished bonds. 




M. P. PASCHIM KSHETRA VIDYUT VITARAN Co. Ltd., 

GPH COMPOUND, POLOGROUND, INDORE 

(Ph. No:0731-2426166,2426201, 2426204 
(Email: -sepurchase06@gmail.com, CIN No-1140109MP2002SGC015121) 


No. MD/WZ/06/PUR/NIT-235/16882 Indore, dated: 03/09/2019 

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS 

(A) Online tenders are invited for Supply/ Services as per tender specifications given below:- 


TS. 

No. 

Particular 

Unit 

Qty. 

Tender 
opening date 

1402 

Services of Energy Auditor Firm for Energy Audit of Distribution 
Network of Madhya Pradesh Paschim Kshetra Vidyut Vitran 
Company Limited. (MPPKVVCL), Indore. 

LS 

01 

11.09.2019 

1403 

Services of Accredited Energy Auditor Firm for Monitoring and 
Verification (M&V) of Distribution Network of Madhya Pradesh 
Paschim Kshetra Vidyut Vitran Company Limited (MPPKVVCL) 
Indore. 

LS 

01 

11.09.2019 

1404 

Supply of DPC Aluminium / Copper Round Wire / Strip 

MT 

218 

24.09.2019 

1405 

Supply of 3 Phase 4 Wire, 10-40 Amp, Energy Meter 

Nos. 

21000 

20.09.2019 


(B) Online tenders are invited for following TURNKEY WORKS as per tender specifications:- 


S. 

No. 

TS. 

No. 

Name of Work 

Estimated cost 
(Rs. Lacs) 

Tender opening 
date 

1 

1406 

Supply and Installation of Server, Storage, Switch, 
Network Router and Other Associated Software for 
the operation and maintenance of NGB System. 

630 

26.09.2019 

2 

1407 

Supply and Installation of Desktops with UPS, 
Printers and Tab. 

317 

26.09.2019 

3 

1408 

Implementation of GPS based GIS Survey, Asset 
Mapping and Integration with the associated utility 
applications. 

559 

26.09.2019 


For turnkey packages TS-1406, TS-1407 & TS-1408, Pre bid conferences will be held on date 
12.09.2019, 11.09.2019 & 16.09.2019 respectively. 

For further information visit our website http://www.mpwz.co.in, or portal https://www.mptenders. 
gov.in 

C.E.(Purchase) 



The Commissioner of Animal Husbandry & Veterinary 
Services, Government of Karnataka, Bangalore hereby 
invites short term tenders from eligible tenderers for Supply of 
Liquid Nitrogen for a period of Two Years through 
e-Procurement Portal for the years 2019-20 & 2020-21. 

Interested eligible tenderers may obtain further 
information from the Deputy Director, Veterinary Medical 
Stores, Hebbal, Bengaluru-560 024. Tender documents can 
be viewed by visiting website No: https://eproc.karnataka. 
gov.in from 04.09.2019. 

Tenderers can upload all the necessary documents 
accompanied by Earnest Money Deposit through 
e-Procurement portal. Last date for uploading tender 
documents is on13. 09.2019 upto 4.00 p.m. 

The technical bid of tenders will be opened on 
16.09.2019 at 11.00 A.M. Technical bids will be opened at 
the office of the Deputy Director, Veterinary Medical Store, 
Department Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Services, 
Hebbal, Bengaluru-560 024. Sd/- 

Director & Chairman, 

dipr/ddu /1 137 / 2019-20 Tender Inviting Authority. 


As Narmada dam fills, villages go under 

Madhya Pradesh protests against Gujarat violating schedule ahead of rehabilitation 



Ominous sign: A view of the submerged Nasirpur town in Dhar 
district of Madhya Pradesh on Wednesday, -a.m. faruqui 


SC to hear 
plea of Mufti’s 
daughter 

LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on 
Thursday will hear a peti¬ 
tion filed by the daughter 
of former Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir Chief Minister Meh- 
booba Mufti, seeking per¬ 
mission to meet her 
mother who has been un¬ 
der detention since August 
5. 

The former Chief Minis¬ 
ter has been under deten¬ 
tion since the Centre im¬ 
posed a clampdown in 
Jammu and Kashmir fol¬ 
lowing the withdrawal of 
Article 370 and the bifurca¬ 
tion of the State. Many of 
the State’s political leaders 
including another former 
Chief Minister, Omar Ab¬ 
dullah, continue to be un¬ 
der detention, with no ac¬ 
cess to the outside world. 

In her petition, Ms. Iltija 
said she was worried about 
her mother’s health and 
wanted to meet her. Her 
plea is similar to that of CPI 
(M) general secretary Sita- 
ram Yechury, based on 
which he was allowed to vi¬ 
sit party colleague M.Y. Ta- 
rigami in Srinagar recently. 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

DHAR 

Ahead of Raksha Bandhan, 
as a rising Narmada began 
submerging Nasirpur, Ismail 
Islamuddin had only eight 
days to rescue his family. He 
grabbed whatever he could 
- clothes, buckets and 
medicines - and lugged a 
refrigerator and a TV on a 
hired tractor to the other 
end of the town. When just 
a day remained, he gathered 
courage and rowed a boat 
back to salvage his Aadhaar 
card; but it was too late by 
then. 

A month later, Mr. 
Islamuddin, who used to 
weld agricultural 
implements, points to a 
mass of barely visible jagged 
rooftops, his submerged 
house among them. 

“That’s where the bus 
stop was. And there, right 
under that peepal tree, we 
had our evening tea,” he 
reminisces. 

If the plan to fill the 
Sardar Sarovar dam to its 
brim by mid-October 
without rehabilitating the 
affected was not harrowing 


enough for Madhya 
Pradesh, it is being done by 
Gujarat at a menacing pace 
- a month ahead of the 
schedule. This has spelt 
mayhem in villages along 
the banks upstream. By 
Wednesday, water in the 
dam had already risen to 
135.6 metres, although 135 
metres was to be achieved 
only by the end of 
September, to reach its full 
level of 138.68 metres by 
October 15. 


To escape the rising 
waters spilling onto the 
streets and breaking into 
houses of Nasirpur in Dhar 
district, the largest town 
facing submersion, Mr. 
Islamuddin has rented a 
house, but others have not 
been so lucky; 270 families 
lay cooped up in 10-by-10 
feet tin shelters at a relief 
camp. In the district, 26 
such camps for 3,000 
families, awaiting 
rehabilitation, have been set 


up by the Narmada Valley 
Development Authority 
(NVDA). 

The Madhya Pradesh 
government has written to 
the Centre flagging the 
filling up of the reservoir 
ahead of schedule, even as 
rehabilitation of project- 
affected families remains to 
be completed upstream. 

In the letter dated 
September 3, M. Gopal 
Reddy, vice-chairman of the 
NVDA, informed U.P. Singh, 
Secretary of the Union 
Ministry of Jal Shakti, that 
while by the end of 
September the reservoir was 
supposed to be filled up to 
135 metres, it was already 
touching 135.12 metres. “It is 
clear that the action is 
violative of the schedule 
provided by the Narmada 
Control Authority vide the 
order dated May 10,2019,” 
wrote Mr. Reddy. 

Gujarat has stated that as 
the dam had both 
horizontal and vertical 
construction joints, it was 
important to test its 
integrity by filling it to the 
brim. 


Pak. pushing 
in infiltrators, 
says Army 

PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

The Army on Wednesday 
accused the Pakistan Army 
of pushing infiltrators 
through multiple launch- 
pads on the Line of Control 
(LoC) in J&K after the Au¬ 
gust 5 decision to revoke 
the State’s special status. 
Also on Wednesday, a 16- 
year-old youth, injured 
during a clash on August 6, 
died in a Srinagar hospital. 

“Pakistan has stepped 
up attempts to push in as 
many terrorists as possible 
to disturb peace after Au¬ 
gust 5. These attempts are 
being foiled on a daily ba¬ 
sis. Terrorists’ launch pads 
along the LoC in Pakistan- 
occupied Kashmir were ac¬ 
tive and full. It’s being facil¬ 
itated by Pakistan Army,” 
said General Officer Com¬ 
manding, 15 Corps, Lt. 
Gen. K.J.S. Dhillon. 

The Army also released 
a video of two recently ar¬ 
rested Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT) militants - Moham¬ 
mad Khalil and Moham¬ 
mad Nazim - allegedly 
from Pakistan’s Rawalpindi 
area. 


S ICAR-National Research Centre on Meat 

E3 jft OT — Ifl. Ji flLlllrf '-n« fETTFUT — 5 IK} irt j 

_ Chengicherla, P.B.No -19, Boduppal post, Hyderabad - 500 092 _ 

F.No.5-lll(2)/2019-20/NRCM/St ^-TENDER NOTICE Dated: 04/09/2019 

On behalf of Director, NRC on Meat, Hyderabad, invites e-tenders from the 
authorized/ eligible bidders/ firms registered with appropriate government for 
supply of equipments etc., viz., Rendering Unit, Complete Fry Line for Nuggets, 
LC MSMS, DNASequencer, Bacterial Identification System, Fume Hood, Strip 
Cutter, Automated Reagent Dispenser, Bio Analyzer Electrophoresis, Retort 
Pouch Processing Machine, Supply & Installation/ Creation of Museum etc.,. 
For further details, please visit websites: www.nrcmeat.icar.gov.in and CPP 
Portal at www.eprocure.gov.in 



UT OF LAKSHADWEEP 

LAKSHADWEEP DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD. 
(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA UNDERTAKING) 

Ernakulam, Kochi-682 036. 

Phone: 0484 2323448/458 Website: www.ldcl.nic.in 

E-TENDER 

TENDER NO.MM/Re-T/CF-EOE/OOI/19-20 

E-Tenders for submission through Electronic tendering (E-tender) in two-bid 
system are invited for supply of Export Quality Empty Cans 307 X 109 size, 
with Easy Open Ends made of Tin free Steel for packing Light Meat Tuna Fish 
in oil for our Canning Factory at Minicoy, Lakshadweep. 

For details and e-tendering please visit website: www.tenderwizard.com/UTL 
(contact No.080-40482000). 

All amendments will be uploaded in the websites only. Bidders should regularly 

visit website to keep themselves updated. Tender due on 19.09.2019 

Date: 30.08.2019 Sd/-General Manager 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 

Tender Notice No.V/SG/2019-20/28. Dated: 29.08.2019 

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecommunication Engineer, Southern 
Railway, Thiruvananthapuram Division, Thiruvananthapuram - 695 014 

for and on behalf of The President of India invites ONLINE open tenders for 
the following works as per tender notice given in our e-tender portal 
www.ireos.aov.in. The tenderer(s)/Contractor(s) intendina to aDDlv for 
e-tender for works in Thiruvananthapuram Division, need to get enrolled in 
the e-tender oortal www.ireos.aov.in. and onlv online tenders will be 
accepted. The bidders will have to make payment towards tender document 
cost and earnest money against such tenders through online payment 
modes like Net banking, Debit/Credit Cards etc., available in IREPS Portal. 

SI.No. | Tender No. & Name of Work 

1 . 

TVC-SNT-SIG-2019-20-28 

Interlocking of LC No.5 at KM : 6/900-7/000 between Ernakulam ‘D’ Cabin 
and Trippunittura stations in Thiruvananthapuram Division. 

2. 

TVC-SNT-SIG-2019-20-29 

Replacement of Slide instrument by control panel at LC gates in 
Thiruvananthapuram Division. 

3. 

TVC-SNT-SIG-2019-20-30 

Interlocking of 7 LC gates in QLN-KYJ-CNGR section in 
Thiruvananthapuram Division. 

4. 

TVC-SNT-SIG-2019-20-31 

Replacement of slide by panel interlocking at Irumpanam station of 
Thiruvananthapuram Division. 

SI.No. 

Cash Value 
(Approx.) 

(?) 

Earnest 

Money 

Deposit 

(?) 

Cost of 
Tender 
Documents 

(?) 

Last Date for 
Receipt of 
Tender 

Completion 

Period 

1 . 

22,15,975.89 

44,300/- 

3,360 

20.9.2019 14.00 Hrs 

150 days 

2. 

59,73,056.70 

1,19,500/- 

5,600 

20.9.2019 14.00 Hrs 

150 days 

3. 

1,33,51,838.30 

2,16,800/- 

5,600 

19.9.2019 14.00 Hrs 

180 days 

4. 

52,04,921.80 

1,04,100/- 

5,600 

20.9.2019 14.00 Hrs 

240 days 

Divisional Railway Manager / S&T/ 
Trivandrum Division, Trivandrum - 695 014 


fe* CENTRE FOR MATERIALS FOR ELECTRONICS 
TECHNOLOGY (C-MET) 


(Scientific Society, Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), Govt, of India) 
IDA PHASE - III, CHERLAPALLY, HCL (P0), HYDERABAD - 500 051 

Phone: +91-40-27265587,27267006 Fax: +91-40-27261658 Web: www.cmet.gov.in 


NOTICE INVITING TENDER 


Date: 05.09.2019 

Sealed Tenders are invited under Two Bid System (Part l-TECHNO- 
COMMERCIAL BID & Part II - PRICE BID) at C-MET, Hyderabad for the supply, 
installation, commissioning and demonstration of the following items/equipment: 
Name of the Item: Gas Cleaning System 


Tender No.: HD/PUR/SP-32/GCS/97/2019-20 


Pre-Bid Meeting: 18.09.2019 at 14:00 Hrs 1ST at C-MET 
Last Date for Receipt of Tenders: 14.10.2019 up to 16:00 Hrs 1ST 

For Details and Tender Document, please visit our website http://www.cmet.gov.in 
& also CPPP portal. Sd/- DIRECTOR 


ONGC Petro additions Limited 


Reg. office: 4th Floor, 35, Nutan Bharat Co-operative Housing Society Limited, R.C. Dutta Road, 

Alkapuri, Vadodara- 390007, Gujarat. Ph.: 0265 6192600, CIN No.: U23209GJ2006PLC060282 Q pg|_ 




TENDER NOTICE 


ONGC Petro additions Limited (OPaL) invites the sealed tender under Two Bid System for 
following: Tender Number : C9 Plus/2019, Tender Description : Tender for Contractual Sale of 
C9 Plus on rate contract basis for a period of 12 months. Tender sale period : 05.09.2019,09:00 
Hrs to 24.09.2019,14:00 Hrs. Closing date and time for bid Submission: 24.09.2019,14:00 
Hrs. Date & Time for opening of prequalification bid : 24.09.2019,15:00 Hrs. 

The tender document can be downloaded from OPaL website (www.opalindia.in). For other 
details of this tender including corrigendum if any, please logon to OPaL website 
“www.opalindia.in”. In case of exigencies OPaL at its option may decide to extend tender sale/bid 
closing/ opening date/ time in future, which will be posted on the above referred website for 
information. Bidders should regularly visit OPaL website forthe latest information in this regard. 




BHARAT COKING COAL LIMITED 

(A Mini Ratna Company) 

(A subsidiary of Coal India Limited) 

Open Domestic cum Reverse Auction Notice No - 33 


Online bids are invited from prospective bidders Procurement of 
1000 mm PVC Belting, 6km length for WJ area against Open 
Domestic cum Reverse Auction Tender No - BCCL/PUR/619050/ 
PVC Belting/19-20/33 having estimated value of Rs -113.35 LAKH 
(Approx). Bid Submission end date 28/09/2019 & Bid/Tender 
Opening date is 30/09/2019. Full details of above tender is available 
on website https://coalindiatenders.nic.in, www.bcclweb.in & 
https://e-procure. gov.in Prospective bidder are advised to visit the 
aforesaid websites to participation against above tenders and to 
note time to time the any corrigendum, clarifications etc (if any). 

Sd/- 

Chief Manager (MM) 


GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION 

Solid Waste Management Department 


S.W.M.C.NO.A7/2426/2019 


Notice Inviting Tender 

E-Tenders are invited for the following work in Single stage two cover system 
as detailed below. 


The Superintending Engineer (SWM), Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC), 
invites online tender for "Selection of Concessionaire to process the Wet 
Waste handed over by the Greater Chennai Corporation and convert into 
Bio-CNG (50MT Capacity per day) (Phase-2) at Sholinganallur in Zone XV in 
DFBOT Model under PPP mode" are available online on www.tntenders.eov.in 

Date and time of Pre Bid Meeting 

18 th September, 2019, 11.00 AM 
(18.09.2019) 

Last Date and Time of 

Submission of Bid 

10 th October, 2019, 03.00 PM 
(10.10.2019) 

Bid Opening Date and Time 

11 th October, 2019, 04.00 PM 
(11.10.2019) 

Cost of Tender documents and 
EMD 

Cost of tender document Rs.20,000/- + 

12% GST EMD Rs. 9.5 Lakhs 

DIPR/3025/Tender/2019 

Superintending Engineer (SWM) 



PARADIP PORT TRUST 


CORRIGENDUM-III to 
e-TCN No. TD/TM/GEN-235 (Vol-lll)/ 

19/1914. Dt. 01.08.2019 
for “Allotment of 01 (One) No. of 
Mechanical Iron Ore/ Iron Ore Pellet 


Plot at IOHP” [Total 03 Nos. Plots) 

Last date & time of submission of bid: 
12.09.2019, 1500 hrs., Date of Bid 
opening: 16.09.2019,1630 hrs. 

Refer our website for details 
of Corrigendum-Ill published: 
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. 

Traffic Manager 
PPT/PR/316/19-20, Dt.04/09/2019 


T —mmmgammgggKmmrn 


AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA 


NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS 

Calicut International Airport invites open 
E-tenders for granting following licenses: 

1. License for SITC and Operation of 
Vehicle Parking Rights 

2. License for Airport Entry Ticket for 
Terminal Building at Calicut 
International Airport. 

For details & corrigendum, 
extension etc. please visit: 
https://etender.aai.aero/irj/portal 

and www.aai.aero (or) 
www.airportsindia.ora.in 



It is hereby notified forthe general information of the 
public that the Sandal wood and Sandal oil stored at Central 
Sandal Depot, Dharwad - 580008 will be sold by e-tender- 
cum-auction mode through MSTC Ltd., on the online platform 
“www.mstcecommerce.com”. The sale conducting 
authority is Deputy Conservator of Forests, Dharwad Division, 
Dharwad. The e-tender-cum auction is subject to terms and 
conditions uploaded on the website 
www.mstcecommerce.com. by e-tender-cum auction 
Notice No: MSTC/BLR/Karnataka Forest Department/1/ 
Forest Complex/19-20/17517. 

(1) Date of e-tender-cum-auction : 30 th September 2019 

(2) Mode : Online-vwvw.mstcecommerce.com (3) Time 03:00 
PM to 05:00 PM (4) Quantity of Material : Approximately 
16.190 MT Sandal wood of Different kinds and 0.093 MT 
Sandal Oil. (5) Approximate value : Above Rs. 5.00 Crores 
(6) Inspection of logs by the bidders : 16-09-2019 to 
17-09-2019 (Both dates inclusive) 10:30 AM and 04:00 PM 
(On working Days) at Central Sandal Depot, Dharwad - 
580008. (7) Pre Bid Meeting : 17 th September 2019 at 04:00 
PM in the Chamber’s of Deputy Conservator of Forests, 
Dharwad Division, Dharwad. 

Conditions : (1) Interested bidders should get themselves 
Registered with MSTC well in advance. (2) Intended bidders 
are advised to inspect the material to their satisfaction. 

(3) The Quantity notified adjacent to each class kept for sale 

is approximate. (4) Every Registered bidder shall pay an 
Earnest money deposit (EMD) of Rs. 1,00,000/- (One Lakh 
only) for all lots/or any lot (5) The black listed bidders, 
defaulters, Minors, insolvent persons will not be Permitted to 
participate in the sale (6) Detailed Sale Conditions to be 
downloaded from www.mstcecommerce.com. E-Auction No: 
MSTC/BLR/Karnataka Forest Department/1 /Forest Complex/ 
19-20/17517. Sd/- Deputy Conservator of Forests 

Dharwad Division Dharwad 
DIPR/ DWD/ MCA / 237/2019-20 
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Hong Kong leader seeks an end 
to violence, promises dialogue 

Govt, is withdrawing extradition Bill to fully allay public concerns, says Carrie Lam 



Easing tensions: Pedestrians Looking at a monitor displaying a press conference by Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam in Hong Kong on Wednesday, -afp 


British lawmakers vote on 
Bill to block no-deal Brexit 

PM Boris Johnson demands snap election on October 15 



Brexit supporters demonstrating in London, -ap 



'UN rights chief meddling 
in Brazil's internal affairs' 

BRASILIA 

Brazil President Jair 
Bolsonaro on Wednesday 
accused United Nations 
human rights chief Michelle 
Bachelet of meddling in his 
country's affairs after she 
criticised a rise in police 
violence in Rio de Janeiro and 
Sao Paulo states and "a 
shrinking civic and 
democratic space", reuters 

Nepal media Bills erode 
freedom of speech: HRW 

KATHMANDU 

Nepal's proposed media and 
communication laws will have 
a "chilling effect" on its 
citizens' right to free speech, 
Human Rights Watch warned 
on Wednesday. The 
government has said the laws 
improve reporting and 
discourage disinformation. 

But right activists say they 
could be used to suppress 
freedom of expression, afp 

Elizabeth Warren unveils 
$3 trillion climate plan 

WASHINGTON 

Senator Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts has released 
an ambitious climate change 
plan, embracing goals laid out 
by former presidential rival 
Jay Inslee and calling for $3 
trillion in spending over a 
decade to combat global 
warming. Senator Kamala 
Harris of California is also 
expected to put forth a 
climate change plan, nyt 

Iran to free 7 Indian crew 
members of seized vessel 

STOCKHOLM 

The owner of the British- 
flagged Stena Impero tanker 
held in the Persian Gulf by 
Iran said he was told by the 
Iranian authorities that seven 
Indians, out of the 23- 
member crew, will be 
released. Erik Hanell, CEO of 
the shipping group, said it 
wasn't immediately clear 
when they would be freed, pti 


REUT ERS 

HONG KONG 

Hong Kong leader Carrie 
Lam, who on Wednesday 
withdrew the controversial 
extradition Bill, expressed 
hope that the city will move 
forward from a “highly vul¬ 
nerable and dangerous” 
place and find solutions. 

“Lingering violence is da¬ 
maging the very foundations 
of our society, especially the 
rule of law,” a sombre Ms. 
Lam said as she sat wearing a 
navy blue jacket and pink 
shirt with her hands folded 
on a desk in front of her. 

The withdrawal, a key de¬ 
mand of protesters but just 
one of five, came after unrest 
that drove the former British 
colony to the edge of anar¬ 
chy as the government re¬ 
peatedly refused to back 
down - igniting pitched bat¬ 
tles across the city of seven 
million, the arrests of more 
than 1,000 protesters, and 
leaving a society deeply 
divided. 

Many are furious about 
perceived police brutality 
and the number of arrests - 
1,183 at the latest count - and 
want an independent inqui¬ 
ry. “The government will for¬ 
mally withdraw the Bill in or¬ 
der to fully allay public 
concerns,” Ms. Lam said. 

“I pledge that the govern¬ 
ment will seriously follow up 
the recommendations of the 
IPCC (Independent Police 
Complaints Council) report. 
From this month, I and my 
principal officials will reach 
out to the community to 
start a direct dialogue... we 
must find ways to address 
the discontent in society and 
look for solutions.” 

The protests began in 
March but snowballed in 
June and have since evolved 
into a push for greater de¬ 


mocracy for the city which 
returned to China in 1997. 

The Bill would have al¬ 
lowed extraditions to main¬ 
land China where courts are 
controlled by the Commu¬ 
nist Party. 

It was not immediately 
clear if killing the Bill would 
help end the unrest. The im¬ 
mediate reaction appeared 
sceptical and the real test 
will be how many people 
take to the streets. 

Some lawmakers said the 
move should have come 
earlier. 

“The damage has been 
done. The scars and wounds 
are still bleeding,” said pro¬ 
democracy legislator Clau¬ 
dia Mo. “She thinks she can 
use a garden hose to put out 
a hill fire. That’s not going to 
be acceptable.” 

Limited room 

In the voice recording ob¬ 
tained by Reuters, Ms. Lam 
said at a meeting last week 
that her room to find a polit¬ 
ical solution to the crisis was 
“very limited”, as authorities 


in Beijing now viewed the sit¬ 
uation as a matter of national 
security. Beijing’s apparent 
endorsement of the withdra¬ 
wal of the Bill comes after 
the biggest popular chal¬ 
lenge to Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s rule since he 
took power in 2012. 

Others said the move was 
not enough. “This won’t ap¬ 
pease the protesters,” said 
Boris Chen, 37, who works in 
financial services. “In any 
kind of time, people will find 
something they can get an¬ 
gry about.” 

Pro-Beijing lawmaker 
Cheung Kwok-kwan said Ms. 
Lam’s announcement was 
not a compromise to ap¬ 
pease those promoting vio¬ 
lence, but a bid to win over 
moderates in the protest 
camp. “It was likely speaking 
to the so-called peaceful, ra¬ 
tional, non-violent people 
who were unsatisfied with 
the governments response 
before,” he said. 

One woman. Pearl, 69, 
said the protests were no 
longer about the Bill. 


“Some of those guys may 
change their minds, maybe, 
but just a minority,” she said 
of the protesters. “Some of 
them just want to create 
trouble and they will conti¬ 
nue to do so.” 

Wrong timing 

Leung Yiu-ting, president of 
the Hong Kong Education 
University student union, 
said the timing was wrong. 

“Until the five demands 
are met, I don’t think the 
protests and the social move¬ 
ment will stop,” he said. 

The protesters’ other four 
demands are: the retraction 
of the word “riot” to de¬ 
scribe rallies, the release of 
all arrested demonstrators, 
an independent inquiry into 
the police perceived brutali¬ 
ty and the right for Hong 
Kong people to democrati¬ 
cally choose their own 
leaders. 

The Chief Executive’s of¬ 
fice did not immediately res¬ 
pond to a request for com¬ 
ment on the bill’s 
withdrawal. 


REUT ERS 

LONDON 

The British Parliament on 
Wednesday voted to prevent 
Prime Minister Boris John¬ 
son taking Britain out of the 
European Union without a 
deal, but he sought an elec¬ 
tion just weeks before Brexit 
to free its hands. 

After wresting control of 
the parliamentary agenda 
from Mr. Johnson, lawmak¬ 
ers voted 329-300 in the se¬ 
cond, most important, read¬ 
ing of a Bill that would force 
the government to request a 
three-month Brexit delay 
rather than leave without a 
divorce agreement. 

Mr. Johnson cast the legis¬ 
lative move in the House of 
Commons as an attempt to 
surrender to the EU over 
Brexit and demanded an Oc¬ 
tober 15 snap election, a step 
that could free him of any 
constraints if he won a 
majority. 

The second most power¬ 
ful man in the Labour Party, 
John McDonnell, said the no- 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

A British judge on Wednes¬ 
day ruled in favour of Boris 
Johnson’s decision to sus¬ 
pend Parliament in a move 
that will provide some res¬ 
pite for the beleaguered 
Prime Minister. 

Judge Raymond Doherty 
at the Court of Session in 
Edinburgh, Scotland’s high¬ 
est court, rejected a legal 
challenge by PM Johnson’s 
opponents - one of three be¬ 
fore the courts. 


deal blocking legislation had 
to get assent from Queen El¬ 
izabeth, putting the law onto 
the statute book, before the 
party would agree to an elec¬ 
tion. This could, in theory, 
happen next Monday. 

“We’re... not going to be 
tricked or conned by John¬ 
son so we’re looking at every 
way in which, having se¬ 
cured the legislation, he 
can’t wriggle out of abiding 
by the law and implement¬ 
ing it,” Mr. McDonnell said. 

Parliament’s bid to tie Mr. 
Johnson’s hands leaves Brex- 


“This is political territory 
and decision-making, which 
cannot be measured by legal 
standards, but only by polit¬ 
ical judgements,” judge Do¬ 
herty said in his ruling. 

“I do not accept the sub¬ 
mission that the prorogation 
contravenes the rule of law,” 
the judge said. 

Joanna Cherry, an MP for 
the Scottish National Party 
(SNP), who was one of the 
people behind the chal¬ 
lenge, said the judge had 
ruled that the court could 


it up in the air, with possible 
outcomes ranging from a 
turbulent no-deal EU exit to 
abandoning the whole en¬ 
deavour - both outcomes 
that would be unacceptable 
to swathes of the United 
Kingdom’s voters. 

Meanwhile, the British go¬ 
vernment on Wednesday an¬ 
nounced a new immigration 
scheme that will allow Euro¬ 
pean Union nationals to ap¬ 
ply for a three-year right to 
remain in the country in the 
event of a possible no-deal 
Brexit. 


not pronounce itself on the 
exercise of government’s 
power to suspend Parlia¬ 
ment. “Seems we have lost,” 
she tweeted. 

Lawyer Jolyon Maugham, 
who also supported the chal¬ 
lenge, said: “The idea that if 
the PM suspends Parliament 
the court can’t get involved 
looses some ugly demons. 

“If he can do it for 34 days 
why not 34 weeks or 34 
months? Where does this 
political power end?” he 
wrote. 


‘Parliament suspension lawful’ 

Scotland’s highest court rules in favour of Johnson’s decision 


Kabul seeks clarification 
on US.-Taliban peace deal 


Google fined 
for sharing data 
on children 


Tehran set to scale back 
on nuclear commitments 


‘Detention of 
children by U.S. 
grave violation’ 


It wants to analyse the risks and potential negative consequences 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

KABUL 

The Afghan government ex¬ 
pressed doubts on Wednes¬ 
day about a prospective deal 
between the U.S. and the Ta¬ 
liban, saying officials need 
more information about the 
risks it poses. 

U.S. special envoy Zalmay 
Khalilzad was in Kabul this 
week, when he shared with 
Afghan officials an agree¬ 
ment “in principle” that 
Washington has forged with 
the Taliban and would lead 
to a pull-out of American 
troops. 

The prospect of a U.S.-Ta- 
liban deal has caused much 
concern among many Af- 



Ashraf Ghani 


ghans, who feel sidelined 
from the process, worry the 
hardline Islamists will return 
to power, and see a beaten 
America selling out their in¬ 
terests in a bid to escape Af¬ 
ghanistan after 18 years of 
gruelling war. 


Sediq Sediqqi, Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani's 
spokesman, said that while 
the Kabul administration 
supports any progress in an 
eventual peace process, it 
wants to prevent any nega¬ 
tive consequences. 

Kabul is “concerned, the¬ 
refore we seek clarification 
about this document so that 
we can carefully analyse the 
risks and potential negative 
consequences, and prevent 
any danger it may cause,” 
Mr. Sediqqi said on Twitter. 

The statement is Kabul’s 
first such reaction to the 
prospective deal, which Mr. 
Khalilzad presented on 
Monday. 


REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON 

Google, which owns You¬ 
Tube video service, will 
pay $170 million to settle al¬ 
legations that it broke fed¬ 
eral law by collecting per¬ 
sonal information about 
children, the Federal Trade 
Commission said on 
Wednesday. 

YouTube had been ac¬ 
cused of tracking viewers 
of children’s channels us¬ 
ing cookies without paren¬ 
tal consent and using those 
cookies to deliver million 
of dollars in targeted adver¬ 
tisements to those viewers. 

The settlement is the lar¬ 
gest since a law banning 
collecting information 
about children under age 
13 came into effect in 1998. 


Talks between Iran and EU members are under way 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

TEHRAN 

President Hassan Rouhani 
said Iran will announce a 
new step in scaling back its 
nuclear commitments by 
Thursday as it seeks sanc¬ 
tions relief from the U.S., 
which responded by impos¬ 
ing even more restrictions. 

Iran and three European 
countries - Britain, France 
and Germany - have been 
engaged in talks to reduce 
tensions and save a 2015 nu¬ 
clear deal that has been un¬ 
ravelling since U.S. President 
Donald Trump withdrew 
from it in May last year. 

“I don’t think that... we 
will reach a deal so we’ll take 



Hassan Rouhani 


the third step and we will an¬ 
nounce the details today or 
tomorrow,” Mr. Rouhani told 
a cabinet meeting on 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Trump made clear on 
Wednesday that he was still 
interested in meeting Mr. 


Rouhani when the Iranian 
leader visits New York for 
the annual United Nations 
General Assembly. 

“Sure, anything is possi¬ 
ble,” he told reporters. 

But Mr. Rouhani has alrea¬ 
dy ruled out a summit with¬ 
out sanctions relief, and on 
Wednesday the Trump ad¬ 
ministration issued its third 
set of sanctions on Iran in 
less than a week. 

In the latest salvo, the 
Treasury Department put on 
its blacklist a shipping net¬ 
work of 16 entities, 10 people 
and 11 vessels that it said was 
selling oil on behalf of Iran’s 
elite Revolutionary Guards’ 
Qods Force. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

GENEVA 

The U.S. government’s re¬ 
cent decision to remove le¬ 
gal limits on how long mi¬ 
grant children can be 
detained clearly flouts in¬ 
ternational law, the UN 
High Commissioner for Hu¬ 
man Rights said on 
Wednesday. 

Michelle Bachelet 
voiced concern over the 
move by President Donald 
Trump’s administration to 
allow migrant children and 
their families to be de¬ 
tained for unlimited pe¬ 
riods. “We believe that ar¬ 
bitrary separation of 
families constitutes unlaw¬ 
ful interference with family 
life and grave violation of 
the rights of child”. 
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12 Follow journalist pursuing 
audiophile, apparently well 
read (3-5) 

13 Make a slip with assignment 
(6) 

14 Extremely slow if it's most 
crowded (7) 

17 Unfortunately, obtrude on 
stronghold (7) 

20 Long American tower (6) 

22 Consolidated around 50 plus 
small private shares, for one 
( 8 ) 

25 Cool red diamond cut in 
interwoven pattern (6) 

26 Demerits for crazy sounds 
from Spooner's dog (3,5) 

27 Bats once, runs short of second 
base to abandon (8) 


■ ACROSS 

8 In Bath, it was said, England & 

UK are breaking up (6) 

9 Someone on a talent show, 

concerned with fresh delivery 
(8) 

10 Emperor emptied complete 
treasury before rule (8) 

11 Celebrity sketch (6) 


28 Something pleasant heard 
from someone satisfied (6) 

■ DOWN 

1 Regret about atmospheric layer 

covering group of countries 
(8) 

2 Prefer I were in retirement 

home to make fresh 
connections (6) 


3 Run from employment (6) 

4 To meddle with MP in 

assembly is imprudent (7) 

5 Study before getting bored by 

father's colleague (8) 

6 Romper with large pocket for 

baby?(8) 

7 Say Hastings, picked up novel 

about a priest (6) 

15 Link post in Twitter - it's 
secured fast and quickly 
released (4-4) 

16 Second wife, on getting close, 
doesn't start cursing (8) 

18 Launch baker (5,3) 

19 Model's married one you can 
hardly catch - an acrobat! 

(7) 

21 Small queen guarding bee's 
nest getting bit (6) 

23 Steps taken by the upwardly 
mobile? (6) 

24 Groomed players to eat when 
drunk (6) 
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Hymns that protect 

Gnanasambandar’s hymns offer promise of protection to 
people against evil forces, seen and unseen. In two special 
pathigams the saint’s words act like the very nectar or amri- 
ta to bring back the dead to life. The first instance happens 
during Gnanasambandar’s stay at Tirumarukal when the 
saint sings a soulful pathigam in praise of the Lord to revive 
a merchant who had succumbed to snake bite. 

A more wonderful event takes place when the saint sings 
a pathigam at the Kapali temple in Mylapore resulting in the 
miraculous rebirth of Poompavai, pointed out Purasai Sri 
Natarajan in a discourse. She is the only daughter of Sivane- 
san, an ardent Siva devotee and an admirer of Gnanasam- 
bandar, who has willed his daughter and all his wealth to the 
saint. But her untimely death leaves Sivanesan heartbroken. 
Nevertheless, he carefully preserves her mortal remains in a 
pot. Gnanasambandar learns about Poompavai’s fate when 
he visits Kapali temple. Discerning the will of God, he ad¬ 
dresses the girl in the form of bones and ashes in the pot to 
come out with the term “varuga,” and also utters the power¬ 
ful rhetorical phrase “Pothiyo” with absolute faith in God 
which means, “How can you go away?” The word, on a par 
with Omlcara, becomes the life giving amrita. ‘If it is true that 
people are born in this world to lead lives of devoted service 
to the Lord and His devotees and to participate in festivals 
held in His honour and glory, you make yourself present be¬ 
fore all assembled here,” he sings. 

When the pathigam is completed, the pot splits up like a 
lotus bloom and Poompavai emerges as a twelve-year-old 
girl with folded palms, leaving the entire assembly of believ¬ 
ers and non-believers, and even the celestial beings, spell¬ 
bound in astonishment, says Sekkizhar. 
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BUSINESS 15 


1 MARKET WATCH 1 


04-09-2019 % CHANGE 

Sensex 

36,725 

.0.44 

US Dollar 

72.12 

0.37 

Gold 

39,248 

0.31 

Brent oil 

60.47 

5.29 


NIFTY 50 


PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

. 364.35 

.3.05 

Asian Paints. 

1535.15 

....-41.60 

Axis Bank. 

. 647.30 

. 1.60 

Bajaj Auto. 

...2735.70. 

....-28.50 

Bajaj Finserv 

7023.10 

-3.20 

Bajaj Finance 

3250.25 

-8.25 

Bharti Airtel 

345.70 

8.85 

BPCL 

363.55 

7.35 

Britannia Ind 

2635.45 

-72.40 

Cipla 

471.40 

1.85 

Coal India 

182.15 

1.10 

Dr Reddys Lab 

2602.70 

69.90 

Eicher Motors 

15642.40 

-133.40 

GAIL (India) 

127.30 

0.50 

Grasim Ind 

694.05 

-2.20 

HCL Tech 

1125.65 

17.30 

HDFC 

2100.10 

10.20 

HDFC Bank 

2247.75 

36.80 

Hero MotoCorp 

2566.10 

8.65 

Hindalco 

181.65 

3.25 

Hind Unilever 

1846.60 

4.75 

Indiabulls HFL 

458.30 

3.75 

ICICI Bank 

397.50 

5.35 

Induslnd Bank 

1317.60 

-26.35 

Bharti Infratel 

248.05 

-0.20 

Infosys 

821.30 

7.05 

Indian OilCorp 

120.35 

3.10 

ITC 

243.25 

1.70 

JSW Steel 

214.80 

4.65 

Kotak Bank 

1426.45 

12.15 

L&T 

1308.05 

13.65 

M&M 

505.70 

-9.75 

Maruti Suzuki 

5830.75 

-218.95 

NTPC 

119.45 

1.80 

0NGC 

119.00 

1.85 

PowerGrid Corp 

196.90 

-0.15 

Reliance Ind 

1201.15 

-5.25 

State Bank 

275.10 

6.70 

Sun Pharma 

426.45 

-12.90 

Tata Motors 

109.50 

-3.15 

Tata Steel 

339.25 

7.85 

TCS 

2245.40 

-6.20 

Tech Mahindra 

703.25 

-1.25 

Titan 

1037.20 

-22.45 

UltraTech Cement 

3876.50 

-9.05 

UPL 

561.05 

7.70 

Vedanta 

136.70 

2.55 

Wipro 

256.05 

2.40 

YES Bank 

59.45 

0.70 

Zee Entertainment 

355.50 

-5.50 

| EXCHANGE RATES | 


Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 04 


CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

.71.92.. 

.72.24 

Euro. 

79.20 

.79.55 

British Pound. 

.87.70.. 

88.10 

Japanese Yen (100) 

67.69 

68.02 

Chinese Yuan. 

.10.05.. 

10.10 

Swiss Franc. 

...73.04.. 

73.37 

Singapore Dollar. 

...51.88.. 

52.11 

Canadian Dollar. 

53.99 

54.23 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

17.10.. 

.17.19 


Source:lndian Bank 


BULLION RATES CHENNAI 


September 04 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 


Retail Silver (lg). 54.8.(52.6) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3741.(3729) 


External benchmark-based lending must: RBI 

Move aimed at faster transmission of monetary policy rates; new norms to come into effect from October 1 



Stonewall syndrome: Banks have been reluctant to cut rates 
despite RBI lowering the repo rate by 110 bps. -paulnoronha 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) on Wednesday made it 
mandatory for all banks to 
link floating rate loans - to 
retail customers and loans to 
micro, small and medium en¬ 
terprises (MSME) - to an ex¬ 
ternal benchmark. Some 
banks have already started to 
link home and auto loan 
rates to the repo rate, which 
is an external benchmark. 

The move is aimed at fas¬ 
ter transmission of monetary 
policy rates. Banks have 
been reluctant to cut interest 
rates despite the RBI lower¬ 
ing the repo rate by 110 basis 
points (bps) between Febru¬ 
ary and August. 

“It has been observed that 
due to various reasons, the 
transmission of policy rate 
changes to the lending rate of 


banks under the current 
MCLR framework has not 
been satisfactory,” the bank¬ 
ing regulator said while an¬ 
nouncing the new norms. 

“The RBI, therefore, has 
issued a circular making it 
mandatory for banks to link 
all new floating rate personal 
or retail loans and floating 
rate loans to MSMEs to an ex¬ 
ternal benchmark effective 
October 1, 2019.” 

The norms for external 
benchmark linking of inter¬ 
est rates was scheduled to be 
operational from April 1, but 
was deferred. At present, in¬ 
terest rates on loans are 
linked to a bank’s marginal 
cost of fund-based interest 
rate (MCLR). Banks can 
choose from one of the four 
external benchmarks - repo 
rate, three-month treasury 
bill yield, six-month treasury 


bill yield or any other bench¬ 
mark interest rate published 
by Financial Benchmarks In¬ 
dia Private Ltd. 

“Adoption of multiple 
benchmarks by the same 
bank is not allowed within a 
loan category,” the RBI said. 

While banks are free to de¬ 


cide on the spread over the 
external benchmark, credit 
risk premium can change on¬ 
ly when borrower’s credit as¬ 
sessment undergoes a sub¬ 
stantial change, the RBI said, 
adding other components of 
spread, including operating 
cost, could be altered once in 


three years. “The interest 
rate under external bench¬ 
mark shall be reset at least 
once in three months,” RBI 
said. Existing loans and cre¬ 
dit limits linked to the MCLR, 
base rate or BPLR, would 
continue till repayment or 
renewal, RBI said. 

Regarding transition to ex¬ 
ternal benchmark from 
MCLR for existing custom¬ 
ers, RBI said floating rate 
term loans sanctioned to bor¬ 
rowers eligible to prepay the 
loan without pre-payment 
charges, will be eligible for 
switch-over to the external 
benchmark without any 
charges, except for reasona¬ 
ble administrative/ legal 
costs. “The final rate charged 
to this category of borrow¬ 
ers, post switchover to exter¬ 
nal benchmark, shall be the 
same as the rate charged for 


a new loan of the same cate¬ 
gory, type, tenor and 
amount, at the time of origi¬ 
nation of the loan,” RBI said. 

‘Good move’ 

“It is a good move from the 
RBI... they were hinting at 
this for sometime. Banks are 
well-prepared to launch the 
products,” Union Bank of In¬ 
dia MD & CEO Rajkiran Rai. G 
told The Hindu. Union Bank 
has already linked some of 
the floating rate products to 
repo rate. Mr. Rai indicated 
that deposit rates could also 
be linked to an external 
benchmark at a later stage. 

“First, we will try to link 
the savings bank interest rate 
and then gradually we will 
try to introduce some term 
deposit products so that the 
transmission of the rates are 
equal on both sides,” he said. 


Boehringer, 
Lupin ally for 
cancer drug 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

German Pharmaceutical 
major Boehringer Ingel- 
heim and India’s Lupin 
Ltd. have announced a li¬ 
censing, development and 
commercialisation agree¬ 
ment for Lupin’s MEK in¬ 
hibitor compound 

(LNP3794) as a potential 
targeted therapy for can¬ 
cers. The objective is to de¬ 
velop Lupin’s lead MEK in¬ 
hibitor compound in 
combination with one of 
Boehringer Ingelheim’s in¬ 
novative KRAS inhibitors 
for patients with gastroin¬ 
testinal and lung cancers. 

Lupin will receive a $20 
million upfront payment 
with potential total miles¬ 
tones of more than $700 
million and royalties on the 
sales of the product. 


India among top 10 nations in gold reserves 

U.S. leads the pack with 8,134 tonnes followed by Germany with 3,367 tonnes 



Maruti to halt production at 
2 Haryana plants on Sept. 7,9 

Demand slowdown forces stoppage in PV manufacturing 



Low gear: Assembled cars seen at the Maruti Suzuki plant at 
Manesar on Wednesday. ■ v.v. krishnan 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

India has pipped the Nether¬ 
lands to move into the list of 
top ten countries in terms of 
total gold reserves. 

According to the World 
Gold Council, India has gold 
reserves totalling 618.2 
tonnes, which is marginally 
higher than the Netherlands’ 
reserves of 612.5 tonnes. 

Interestingly, in terms of 
individual countries, India 
actually ranks ninth since 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) occupies the 
third position after the U.S. 
and Germany. 

According to the latest re¬ 
lease by the World Gold 
Council, U.S. leads the coun¬ 
try list with total gold re¬ 
serves of 8,133.5 tonnes fol¬ 
lowed by Germany with 

3,366.8 tonnes. 


While the IMF is ranked 
third with a holding of 

2,451.8 tonnes, it is followed 
by Italy (2,451.8 tonnes), 
France (2,436.1 tonnes), Rus¬ 
sia (2,219.2 tonnes), China 
(1,936.5 tonnes), Switzerland 
(1,040 tonnes) and Japan 
(765.2 tonnes) before India at 
the 10th spot. 


India’s entry into the list 
of top ten countries comes at 
a time when the quantum of 
monthly purchases is the 
lowest in over three years. 

“Net purchases [of a 
tonne or more] in July 
amounted to a relatively 
modest 13.1 tonnes. This is 
90% less than June and the 


lowest level of monthly net 
purchases since August 
2017,” said Alistair Hewitt, di¬ 
rector - Market Intelligence, 
World Gold Council. 

Incidentally, the holding 
data for most countries is as 
of July 2019 as the compila¬ 
tion is typically reported 
with a lag of two months. 

Previously, when the WGC 
reported the country-wise 
reserves in March, India’s 
gold holding was pegged at 
607 tonnes. 

India’s gold reserves have 
grown substantially in the 
past couple of decades from 

357.8 tonnes in the first quar¬ 
ter of 2000 to the current 
618.2 tonnes. 

India’s neighbour Pakis¬ 
tan has seen its standing un¬ 
changed at the 45th position 
with total gold reserves of 
64.6 tonnes. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Amid a severe slowdown in 
demand in the auto sector, 
the country’s largest car- 
maker Maruti Suzuki India 
on Wednesday announced 
suspension of production at 
two of its plants in Haryana 
for two days. The company 
said it had decided to shut 
down the passenger vehicle 
manufacturing operations of 
the Gurugram Plant and the 
Manesar Plant in Haryana on 
September 7 and 9,2019. 

Maruti Suzuki added that 
both days would be ob¬ 
served as ‘no production’ 
days. With vehicle sales de¬ 
clining every month, the car- 
maker has been cutting 


down production since Fe¬ 
bruary this year. In Febru¬ 
ary, it cut production by 
8.3%, in March by almost 
21%, in April by nearly 9.6%, 
in May by 18%, in June by 
16%, in July by 25.5% and in 


August by almost 34%. 

In August, the company 
saw domestic sales of pas¬ 
senger vehicles nosedive 
36% to 93,173 units as 
against nearly 1.46 lakh units 
in the year-ago period. 


+ ‘PSBs must have GO lakh crore 
business to appoint CGMs’ 


CGM to GM ratio cannot exceed 1:4, says Finance Ministry 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The Finance Ministry has de¬ 
cided to fix a cut-off mark in 
terms of total business of pu¬ 
blic sector banks (PSBs) to 
create the position of chief 
general managers (CGMs). 

Last week. Finance Minis¬ 
ter Nirmala Sitharaman had 
said PSBs will now have the 
position of CGM which was 
thus far available only to the 
State Bank of India. 

In a communication to 
bank chiefs, the government 
said PSBs having a total busi¬ 
ness of HO lakh crore will be 
eligible to have CGM posts in 
Scale VIII. As a result, three 
sets of merger bound banks 
- of the four sets announced 
by the Finance Minister - 
will be eligible for CGMs. 

Post merger, the total bu¬ 
siness of PNB-OBC-UBI pack 


4 



A view of North Block that 
houses Finance Ministry. 


will be close to ZiS lakh 
crore, the Canara and Syndi¬ 
cate combine, over 115 lakh 
crore and Union Bank-Cor¬ 
poration Bank-Andhra Bank, 
H4.6 lakh crore. Indian Bank 
and Allahabad Bank com¬ 
bine had a total business of 
?8.08 lakh crore as on March 


31,2019. A bank can appoint 
a maximum of one CGM for 
four general managers 
(GMs), the Ministry said. 

Candidates with two 
years of experience as gener¬ 
al managers will be eligible 
to become CGM, the Minis¬ 
try said in a communication, 
adding 50% relaxation 
would be possible if the 
board approves the propo¬ 
sal. Eligible candidates must 
have two years of residual 
service, it said. “The process 
of promotion to the post of 
CGM may be on the lines of 
the extant process for pro¬ 
motion to the post of GMs in 
nationalised banks, which is 
done by a selection commit¬ 
tee comprising MD & CEO, 
government nominee direc¬ 
tor, RBI nominee director 
and two outside experts,” 
the communication said. 


Crisil cuts FY20 growth forecast to 
6.3%, expects ‘mild’ pick-up in Q2 

‘Slowdown deeper and more broad based than suspected’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Rating agency Crisil has re¬ 
vised the growth forecast for 
India for the current finan¬ 
cial year sharply to 6.3% 
from 6.9% projected earlier, 
after the first-quarter growth 
rate plummeted to a 25- 
quarter low of 5%. 

Observing that India’s 
economic slowdown was 
deeper and more broad- 
based than suspected, the 
rating agency said, “A 
plunge in domestic private 
consumption demand, 
slump in manufacturing, 
halving of merchandise ex¬ 
ports growth, and a high- 
base effect from last year 
have gnawed away at first- 
quarter growth.” 

Crisil said given the twin 
trouble of slack private con¬ 
sumption and manufactur- 



Much of this cyclical 
slowdown has hit 
sectors that are 
large employment 
generators 

ing in the quarter, it believed 
the remaining quarters were 
unlikely to over reach to take 
the full-year number to its 
earlier forecast of 6.9%. 

“Therefore, we revise 
down our growth forecast 
for fiscal 2020 to 6.3%, from 
6.9% estimated earlier. That 
is under the assumption that 
the second quarter will see 
some mild pick-up in 
growth, which continues 
through the year,” Crisil 
said. 

Crisil expects growth to 
get some lift from the low 
base effect that will now set 
in. Besides, an easing mone¬ 



tary policy, improved trans¬ 
mission of rate cuts, and the 
government’s minimum in¬ 
come support scheme to 
farmers would also feed into 
consumption. 

Sluggish consumption 

Crisil said sluggishness in 
private consumption could 
be explained by a number of 
factors, including a possible 
income slowdown and cost 
increases, amid other chal¬ 
lenges in the automobile sec¬ 
tor, slowing activity in real 
estate, and an overall dent to 
consumer sentiment. 

“In fact, much of this cy¬ 
clical slowdown has affected 
sectors that are large em¬ 
ployment generators, sug¬ 
gesting that incomes and/or 
employment growth in 
these might have suffered,” 
it said. 




‘Indian Bank, 
Allahabad 
Bank merger 
to create jobs’ 

N. AN AND 

CHENNAI 

The merger of Allahabad 
Bank with Indian Bank will 
generate more jobs and not 
result in the closure of 
branches or loss of jobs, 
said a top official. 

“After consolidation, we 
might need more people at 
the zonal level, processing 
centres, MSME, ICT de¬ 
partments, digital initia¬ 
tives and marketing,” said 
Padmaja Chunduru, MD 
and CEO, Indian Bank. 

Asserting that there 
would be no closure of 
branches, she said the 
overlapping of branches 
was very little either in the 
north or south. “We have 
only 50 branches of Allaha¬ 
bad Bank in the south,” she 
added. 

‘IT, HR are key’ 

“IT and human resources 
are the two crucial issues 
in this merger. Since we are 
on the same technology 
platform, we expect the 
merger to be smooth. Hu¬ 
man resources will not be 
an issue. However, integra¬ 
tion will take some time,” 
she added. 

Ahead of its merger with 
Allahabad Bank, top Indian 
Bank officials are visiting 
Mumbai to understand the 
previous mega mergers in¬ 
volving State Bank of India 
and its subsidiaries and 
Bank of Baroda (BoB) with 
Vijaya Bank and Dena 
Bank. 

“We are in Mumbai for 
three days to understand 
how BoB and SBI went 
ahead with their mergers 
successfully. We learnt 
about the steps taken by 
them through presenta¬ 
tions. We expect the transi¬ 
tion to be smooth,” she 
said. After getting an in¬ 
principle nod from the 
board, Ms. Chunduru 
plans to address the staff of 
Allahabad Bank next week 
to dispel fears about job 
loss or transfer of staff. 
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ICICI Bank cuts lending 
rates by 10 basis points 

MUMBAI 

ICICI Bank has cut its lending 
rates by 10 basis points 
across all maturities, sources 
said. The rates have been cut 
across all tenors under the 
marginal cost of funds- 
based lending rate (MCLR) 
system, they said. With this 
cut, which comes amid 
repeated nudges by the RBI 
to slash rates, the total 
quantum of rate reduction by 
the bank since April comes to 
20 basis points.The private 
sector lender's revised rates 
will take effect from 
September 1. pti 

Wipro bags $300-million 
contract from ICICI Bank 

BENGALURU 

Digital transformation and IT 
services major Wipro Limited 
has bagged a strategic 
contract valued at $300 
million from the ICICI Bank. 
Under the contract, Wipro 
will offer a comprehensive 
suite of services to ICICI Bank 
for the next seven years, 
starting September 2019. 
Currently, Mumbai-based IT 
services firm Vara Lnfotech 
provides these services to 
the ICICI Bank. 

RPower, JERA to build 
plant in Bangladesh 

MUMBAI 

The Anil Ambani-led Reliance 
Power (RPower) signed a 
partnership agreement with 
JERA of Japan for setting up 
a 750 MW, gas-based, 
combined cycle power 
project (phase-1) at 
Meghnaghat, Bangladesh. 
RPower will hold 51% stake 
while JERA will hold 49% in 
the joint venture. "The 
project agreements for 
phase-1 were signed with the 
authorities in Bangladesh on 
Sunday," said the company. 


Coal India production drops 2.8% 

Coal offtake between April and August 2019 also fell 2.5 million tonnes 



Little cheer: In August, four out of CIL's seven coal-producing 
subsidiaries lost production, -g.n. rao 


Volvo India launches luxury 
three-seater SUV at V1.42 crore 

‘Limited edition aimed at selling 15 units in first batch’ 



The XC90 Excellence Lounge is a plug-in hybrid that can run 
for up to 40 km in a single charge of the battery. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOLKATA 

Coal India Ltd. (CIL) ended 
the first five months of this 
fiscal with a 2.8% production 
decline, mining 210.2 million 
tonnes against 216.2 million 
tonnes in the year-earlier pe¬ 
riod. In August its output 
dropped by 10.3%. 

Two of its high-yielding 
subsidiaries. South Eastern 
Coalfields Ltd. (SECL) and 
Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd. 
(MCL), ended the period 
with a lower production 
compared with the year-ear- 
lier period. 

Coal offtake between 
April and August 2019 
dropped by 2.5 million 
tonnes. In August, four out 
of CIL’s seven coal-produc¬ 
ing subsidiaries lost produc¬ 
tion, showing negative 
growth rates over those 


clocked a year ago. This was 
due to various factors. 

Law and order issues 

CIL sources said that law and 
order problems at some of 
the subsidiaries and heavy 
rains in western India had 
led to this production loss. 


There were also two mine 
accidents that led to produc¬ 
tion loss 

Edelweiss Securities said 
in an update that CIL’s Au¬ 
gust 2019 production and 
offtake volume decline was 
the worst in the past three 
years. It said that the delay in 


There were two 
mine accidents 
that led to 
production loss 

finalisation of subcontracts 
and mining fatalities at MCL 
and SECL impacted produc¬ 
tion. Higher-than expected 
rainfall, too, hit mining. On 
the offtake front, it said that 
lower rake availability led to 
loading of 178 rakes daily in 
August 2019 against 250 
rakes of daily loading in July. 

However, the brokerage 
firm was optimistic that CIL 
will get over its current pro¬ 
duction woes by resolving 
the issues at hand and regis¬ 
ter a growth rate of around 
4.5%. It felt that achieving 
the year’s target of 660 mil¬ 
lion tonnes, requiring a 15% 
growth rate may be a daunt¬ 
ing task for the behemoth. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Swedish luxury car compa¬ 
ny Volvo Car India has intro¬ 
duced XC90 Excellence 
Lounge, a unique three-sea¬ 
ter SUV priced at 11.42 crore 
ex-showroom pan-India. 

This limited edition offer¬ 
ing is a first in the SUV seg¬ 
ment in the country and has 
been ‘exclusively designed 
for Indian customers’. 

Only 15 units will be sold 
in the first batch, top compa¬ 
ny executives said. 

Charles Frump, MD, Vol¬ 
vo Cars India said, “Our dis¬ 
tinctive approach aims to de¬ 
liver a luxurious and 
calming experience to our 
customers. Volvo XC90 Ex¬ 
cellence Lounge is the most 
exquisite car we’ve ever 


made. It rides on the success 
of over 100 XC90 T8 Excel¬ 
lence (4-seater) delivered 
and India is the highest sell¬ 
ing country for this 
product.” 

The Lounge configuration 
provides a sense of comfort 


and luxury to the owners 
who can ‘stretch their legs 
and enjoy a first-class lounge 
experience’. XC90 Excel¬ 
lence Lounge is a plug-in hy¬ 
brid with capacity to run for 
up to 40 km in a single 
charge of the battery. 


Chennai Port to handle 
Kia Motors’ exports 

Contract comes amid stiff competition 


Moody’s revises PNB’s outlook 
to positive from stable 

Revision follows capital infusion by govt., merger gains 


N. AN AND 

CHENNAI 

Chennai Port Trust (ChPT) 
has scored over three ports 
in the south to bag a con¬ 
tract from Kia Motors to 
handle the exports of the 
South Korean carmaker. 

“It is a tremendous win 
for us as we had to compete 
with well-known ports in 
the south,” said P. Raveen- 
dran, chairman, ChPT. 

“This win has given us 
the confidence to develop 
car exports from ChPT in a 
big way,” he said. 

Ever since Kia Motors an¬ 
nounced its readiness to roll 
out cars from its Anantapur 
plant in Andhra Pradesh, 
Kamarajar Port, L&T Kattu- 
palli Port and Krishnapat- 
nam Port began pitching for 


the logistics contract. 

“We thought that Krish- 
napatnam and Kamarajar 
ports had the edge over us 
due to their proximity to the 
plant and the latter being 
the leader in car exports. 
L&T Kattupalli, being a priv¬ 
ate port, also enjoyed sever¬ 
al advantages. However, we 
were able to win over 
them,” said a ChPT official. 

“Apart from Kia Motors, 
we will also enter into an 
agreement with Glovis In¬ 
dia, the logistics partner of 
Kia Motors. They will be res¬ 
ponsible for bringing the 
cars from the factory to the 
Chennai Port,” Mr. Raveen- 
dran said. 

“Kia Motors is expected 
to start exporting cars in the 
next few weeks,” he added. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Rating agency Moody’s re¬ 
vised the outlook for Punjab 
National Bank’s (PNB) out¬ 
look to positive from stable 
following capital infusion by 
the government and possi¬ 
ble gains from the proposed 
merger with the Oriental 
Bank of Commerce (OBC) 
and United Bank of India 
(UBI). 

While affirming PNB’s rat¬ 
ings, the rating agency said 
bank’s baseline credit as¬ 
sessments will likely to im¬ 
prove after the capital infu¬ 
sion from the government, 
and that its financial metrics 
will also gradually improve. 

The government would 
infuse ^16,000 crore in the 



lender. Moody’s said post¬ 
merger, PNB would become 
the second largest public 
sector bank in India with a 
deposit market share of 8% 
compared with its standa¬ 
lone market share of 5.2% as 
of March 2019. 


Taking into account the 
reported financials of PNB, 
OBC and United Bank, Moo¬ 
dy’s expects the merged en¬ 
tity’s consolidated CET1 ra¬ 
tio will exceed 10%, 
compared with a standalone 
ratio of 6.3% as of June 2019. 

Asset quality 

Moody’s expects the bank’s 
asset quality and profitabili¬ 
ty will remain broadly un¬ 
changed following the 
merger. 

The outlook on Canara 
Bank, OBC, Syndicate Bank 
and Union Bank are main¬ 
tained at stable by the rating 
agency. 

Moody’s has also affirmed 
the baseline credit assess¬ 
ment of these five banks. 


SEBI asks IndiGo to reply 
to fresh Gangwal letter 

Issue concerns corporate governance 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Markets regulator SEBI has 
sought a response from In- 
terGlobe Aviation on a fresh 
letter by the company’s co¬ 
promoter Rakesh Gangwal 
regarding corporate gover¬ 
nance issues. 

The latest letter from Mr. 
Gangwal came just days af¬ 
ter the company’s annual 
general meeting that was 
held on August 27. 

Mr. Gangwal and co-pro¬ 
moter Rahul Bhatia have dif¬ 
ferences of opinion over 
certain corporate gover¬ 
nance matters at InterGlobe 
Aviation, IndiGo’s parent. 

In a filing to the stock ex¬ 
changes on Wednesday, In¬ 
terGlobe Aviation said SEBI 
had sought comments on a 



letter written by Mr. Gang¬ 
wal on August 30. 

“The company will pro¬ 
vide its response to SEBI,” 
the filing said. On Septem¬ 
ber 3, SEBI had sought com¬ 
ments from the company on 
a letter received by the regu¬ 
lator from legal counsel of 
Mr. Gangwal. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Sashi is an adrenaline junkie. 

It was this love for adventure 
that had him join the military 
and spend two years as a 
commando. He eventually 
joined the Singapore police 
force and specialised in 
counter terrorism; he was 
with the force for 13 years. "I 
enjoyed what I did, but if I'd 
continued in that line of work 
I would have missed out on 
my children's childhood. We 
moved to Australia for better 
work-life balance," he says. In 
Australia, he worked as a 
prison officer. He now lives in 
a beautiful place in the hills 
in Adelaide and loves having 
barbecue nights with his 
family. 


RANJANI RAJENDRA 

There’s a distinct sizzle as Sashi 
Cheliah slides virulent red paste in¬ 
to hot peanut oil. Made with bright 
red chillies, ginger, garlic and le- 
mongrass, the paste has to cook for 
about 45 minutes before it’s ready 
to be used. Once the oil begins to 
separate from the sauce, he’ll add 
some kaffir lime leaves, lemon ex¬ 
tract and palm sugar to give the 
sambal its final zingy flavour. In the 
meanwhile the Masterchef Austra¬ 
lia Season 10 champion is fielding 
questions from fans - some as 
young as six - even as he deftly 
shells the giant prawns sitting at his 
cooking station. 

Sashi is in the thick of action at a 
Masterclass held in Chennai. Soon, 
the prawns are tossed into the aro¬ 
matic chilli sauce and are cooked to 
perfection. Sashi grabs a dish, piles 
some Thai style herb salad in the 
centre and tops it with the prawns. 
A few crispy prawn heads complete 
it - Sambal Prawns; the dish that 
earned him the perfect score in the 
Masterchef finale and saw him walk 
away with the trophy and a whole 
lot more: fame and a soon-to-be 
launched restaurant. 

Restaurant dreams 

“Gaja [Sashi’s restaurant] was on 
my mind even before Masterchef 
Australia. It was the main reason I 
entered the contest,” he says. Gaja 
by Sashi is set to be launched by the 
end of October or early November. 
“We’re gunning for just before Di- 
wali,” he says. 

“I’d initially planned for it to be a 
cafe that served Singapore and Ma¬ 
lay-inspired food. However, after 
the Masterchef win, the entire con¬ 
cept changed... It became Asian in¬ 
spired. The food coming to the ta¬ 
ble will not be authentic; but it will 
be an explosion of flavours. I’m go¬ 
ing to bring together different Asian 




Master of spices Sashi loves 
working with Thai aromats and 
spices; (left) scenes from his 
Masterclass 

■ M KARUNAKARAN 


Fifty shades of 

sambal 

Sashi Cheliah spills the beans on his upcoming 
restaurant Gaja by Sashi in Adelaide, which 
will be a smorgasbord of Asian flavours 


available in Australia and change it 
as per the cuisine; we will basically 
work around the ingredients.” 

Sashi’s love for Asian inspired 
food goes back to his childhood 
when he grew up in Singapore and 
helped out at his mother’s cafe. He 
used to snoop around the kitchen 
when his mother and aunt cooked, 
but it wasn’t until 
much later that 
he began 
cooking. To¬ 
day though, 
he wields the 
knife in the 
kitchen 
when he’s at 
home. “I 


flavours and cuisines on a single 
plate; and it will be shared food like 
we have here in India... not plated 
meals,” says Sashi. “We will also be 
pairing the food with Asian fla¬ 
voured cocktails, local beers and 
wines. The restaurant is going to be 
a friendly, casual place.” 

Sashi is still putting together the 
team. “I have the core team in place 
- the head chef, restaurant manag¬ 
er. The setting up is the most cru¬ 
cial part. We’ve put in long hours in 
planning and executing this restau¬ 
rant,” he says. 

Responsible food 

Sustainability figures high on Sash¬ 
i’s priority list. “I am a big believer 
of sustainable cooking and eating. 
It’s important in today’s age; the 
farm to table concept is very popu¬ 
lar. It’s important to know where 
your food is coming from and how 
it is being handled. This way you 
are assured of quality and are doing 
your bit to reduce food miles,” he 
says. “At Gaja, we will be working 


with seasonal produce. Doing Asian 
inspired food with seasonal ingre¬ 
dients can be hard, given that 
we don’t have as many 
seasons in Asia. But 
we’re planning to 
work with the 
seasonal pro¬ 
duce that is 


am 


very particular about the way food 
is cooked. So when I’m home, I rule 
the kitchen,” he says, laughing. His 
favourite ingredient to work with? 
“A rack of lamb. There’s something 
to be said about the satisfaction I 
get when I get the perfect medium- 
rare lamb. My boys are now spoilt; 
they aren’t satisfied when they 
don’t get perfectly done lamb at a 
restaurant when we eat out.” 

When Sashi isn’t planning his 
restaurant and cooking up a feast in 
his kitchen at home, he’s busy tra¬ 
velling for pop-ups and food festiv¬ 
als across Asia. “Masterchef Austra¬ 
lia opened a lot of doors for me. But 
I’m selective about what I do; the 
restaurant is my priority but I do te¬ 
levision shows and pop-ups and I’m 
travelling a fair bit. All the travelling 
gives me opportunities to learn new 
cuisines and techniques. It also 
keeps me busy creating new stuff.” 

A cuisine he particularly enjoys 
working with is Thai. “I simply love 
the flavours it offers. There are so 
many aromats and spices; all adapt 
well to other cuisines as well,” says 
the former prison officer. 

Sashi says that while he did cook 
a lot before participating in Master¬ 
chef Australia, the show altered his 
perception of food. “Before the 
show, my cooking was simple but 
flavourful. I wasn’t big on tech¬ 
nique. I learnt a lot about the im¬ 
portance of plating and techniques 
in the show. It changed the dimen¬ 
sion of how I was looking at my 
cooking skills,” he says. 


COOKING CLASS 

Last weekend, Sashi created an 
eight-course dinner with 1,200 
dishes for 150 people followed by 
a Masterclass the next day. 
Proceeds went towards building 
classrooms for the Madras Seva 
Sadan School, Chennai. Given 
that the theme was Classroom 
Kitchens, Sashi curated a menu 
that was a reflection of his 
childhood, his love for Asian 
food and his Masterchef 
Australia experience. Diners 
were treated to dishes such as 
liquid gold (tomato consomme 
with confit tomato, kumquats 
and pomelo), breaks bread 
(croutons with liver pate, 
longans and thyme; the 
vegetarian version had beetroot 
pate), one bite (betel leaf with 
peanut sauce), creamy and spicy 
(celeriac soup with sambal, crab 
meat and croutons) and more. 


IN OUR BACKYARD 


ABHISHEK GULSHAN 



The Common Jay and the Ashoka 
tree are a joy together 

Better 


Tis’ the time for joy and co¬ 
lour. September is celebrat¬ 
ed as butterfly month in Del- 
hi-NCR. Let’s begin the 
festivities by talking about 
one of the most accessible 
sights of our city: the Com¬ 
mon Jay butterfly and the 
Ashoka tree. 

In the early 1900s, a medi¬ 
um-sized, nearly evergreen 
tree, called the Ashoka, had 
been extensively planted 
near monuments like the 
Red Fort, Humayun’s Tomb, 
and Lodhi Garden, says the 
book Trees of Delhi, by Pra- 
dip Krishen. The Ashoka 
quickly adapted to the condi¬ 
tions here and was later 
planted as an avenue tree in 
several parts of the city. The 
tree’s fast-growing quality, 
and its capacity to adapt, 
soon saw it making its way to 

Butterfly season Blue Jays 
mating and (right) a line of 
Ashoka trees -subhendukhan and 
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the community parks and re¬ 
sidential backyards. Consi¬ 
dering its numbers in the ci¬ 
ty, it became one of the most 
known trees with its charac¬ 
teristic slim long wavy-edged 
pointed glossy leaves. 

Soon after the plant took 
root here, we began to not¬ 
ice a vibrant black-blue- 
green butterfly, mostly flit¬ 
ting around Ashoka trees. 
This was the Common Jay 
Butterfly. 

Every butterfly has food 
plants (for nectar) and one 
or more host plants (where 
they lay their eggs) to help 
them carry their kind for¬ 
ward. The Common Jay lays 
its eggs on the underside of 
the leaves of the Ashoka 
tree, so that the caterpillar 
has an unending supply of 
food. On hatching, the cater¬ 
pillar look for newer softer 
leaves to feed on and slowly 
increase in size, before pu¬ 
pating and emerging into an 
adult butterfly towards the 
end of the metamorphosis, 


on the same tree. 

The Common Jay belongs 
to the family of Swallowtails 
with an impressive wingspan 
of about 70-80mm. Its 
hindwings are pronounced, 
and look almost like short 
tails, a visual trait characte¬ 
ristic of the Swallowtail fami¬ 
ly. This butterfly is a swift 
flier, hovering over flowers 
for nectar. Males are avid 
mud-puddlers: they’re ob¬ 
served extracting nutrients 
from the soil, dung, carrion 
to transfer sodium and other 
nutrients to the female, to 
enhance their reproductive 
success. 

Butterflies have a short li¬ 
fespan, and they have an 
evolutionary defence me¬ 
chanism against predators. 
For instance, the caterpillar 
visually resembles bird ex¬ 
creta to ward off threats to 
help it survive and it may al¬ 
so release foul-smelling 
chemicals if it senses danger. 

Life is hard for insects in 
cities, and so it’s necessary 


to protect and preserve flora 
to help these creatures. Join 
us for a 'Breakfast with But¬ 
terflies' on September 8, at 
Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctu¬ 
ary, 07:30 a.m. onwards 
(ninox.edu@gmail.com). 


The writer is the founder ofNINOX 
- Owl About Nature, a nature- 
awareness initiative. He is the 
Delhi-NCR reviewer for Ebird, a 
Cornell University initiative, 
monitoring rare sightings of birds. 
He formerly led a programme at 
WWF India. 



PEOPLE 


A nice corner of the Internet 



We've seen all sorts of Internet challenges and some have 
even been called out by the authorities for harmful effects. 
But last week pop singer Pink decided to come up with one 
of her own, given her experience with online and offline 
trolls through her career. In an Instagram post of her 
husband cuddled up with their daughter, she encouraged 
people to go a day without criticising others. 

"I'd like to propose a worldwide internet challenge to 
anyone reading this today. Go ONE day without criticizing 
someone online/' says the mother of one in the caption, 
"Let's call it the MISS ME WITH THE B*LLSH*T 
CHALLENGE. And if it feels good, hey, why not go TWO 
DAYS. But let's start with one for the overzealous out 
there." 

The singer finished off the caption of her post with the 
hashtags #onedayatatime and #onlylove. So, have you tried 
this challenge? Should it even be a challenge? 


‘Glad to be part of 
female-centric film Mimi' 


Kriti Sanon is happy to be part of Mimi, where she plays a 
young surrogate mother, which will also be her first 
woman-centric film. Directed by Luka Chuppi fame Laxman 
Utekar, Kriti considers the project a huge responsibility. 


“I am quite nervous. But nervousness is what is so 
exciting. The fact that I haven’t done something like 
this before, the fact that it’s so away from me and it’s 
got emotions I have never experienced, is what is 
challenging... But at this point of time, I want to do 
something different, take a risk and push the enve¬ 
lope. I’m glad that Mimi is going to be my first female¬ 
centric film," she explains. 


According to Kriti, the story has its heart in the right 
place. "It makes you smile, laugh, weep, feel good, 
everything," she added. "Laxman sir has a knack of 
understanding emotions and presenting it in an 
entertaining manner with a lot of situational humour and 
characters that you take back home." 

Mimi also features actor Pankaj Tripathi, with whom 
Kriti co-starred in 2017’s Bareilly Ki Barfi. 



Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 



Education policy 

Vinod Kumar Singh, Professor of Chemistry at NT 
Kanpur, will deliver a lecture titled 'Draft 
National Education Policy 2019: Can India 
Become a Leader in Higher Education?' The talk 
will elaborate on ideas for the betterment of the 
Indian education system. 
venue: Seminar Rooms, Kamaladevi Complex, 
India International Centre 
TIME: 6:30 p.m. 




Smart rap 

The Canadian hip-hop historian and rap artist, 
Webster, will perform at the Alliance Frangaise 
de Delhi. Aly Ndiaye, who is better known by his 
stage name Webster, is the founder of the 
Limoilou Starz collective. He is a pioneer of 
hip-hop culture in Quebec, and is also popular 
for his wise lyrics and the smartness of his music. 
venue: M.L. Bhartia Auditorium, 72, Lodhi Estate 
TIME: 7 p.m. 




Macanese special 

The multi-cuisine restaurant Tamra has organised 
an exclusive Macanese pop-up, which will be a 
blend of Southern Chinese and Portuguese 
delicacies. The offering, on until September 6th, 
features Macao's favourites, such as Macanese 
Egg Tart, Pork Chop Bun, Koay Teow, Seafood 
Saffron Fried Rice, and Pork Sausage Fried Rice. 
venue: Shangri-La’s - Eros Hotel, Ashoka Road 
time: 12:30-3:30 p.m. - 7-11:30 p.m. 




Jazz 

The Lyric Ensemble of Delhi, which is the city's 
premier Western music choral group, will present 
Jazzmania. Led by Madhav Rainer-Thapan and 
guest conductor Nise Meruno, the ensemble 
performs jazz, opera and broadway show-tunes, 
with the the accompaniment of piano, double 
bass and drums. 

venue: The Piano Man, Sector 15, Gurugram 
time: 9 p.m. -11:55 p.m. 




Hindi cinema 

IHC will screen Dhauli, a Hindi feature film this 
evening. The movie is about the lives of 19-year- 
old Dhauli and her husband Dhule, a couple 
belonging to hunter-gatherer Bawariya tribe. 
Directed by Meenakshi Vinay Rai, the story 
follows the couple's interaction with forest 
officials, who seek their help to feed tigers. 
venue: Stein Auditorium, India Habitat Centre 
TIME: 7 p.m. 
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An alternate world (Clockwise from left) The one-point perspective corridor; 
Alex's costume from A Clockwork Orange ; Zeiss lens used for Barry Lyndon ; 
props from Spartacus ■ ed reeve 


ment to Kubrick’s fixation with authen¬ 
ticity. These were the candles used in 
the 18th Century, the period the story is 
set in, and they also burned with a big¬ 
ger, brighter flame which made it possi¬ 
ble for Kubrick to shoot it without any 
extra lighting using a special Zeiss ex¬ 
treme high-speed lens originally made 
for NASA, which is also on display. 




ed according to the feel of 
the tale the movies por¬ 
tray - from the intricate 
interior sketches of 
spaceships from Space 
Odyssey and the ‘born- 
to-kilP helmet of Private 
‘Joker’ in Full Metal 
Jacket to the draw¬ 
ings of the famous 
war-room from Dr 
Strangelove or: How 
I Learned to Stop 
Worrying and Love 
the Bomb (1964), and 
the magnificent Vene¬ 
tian masks from Eyes Wide 
Shut. The original three- 
wick candles manufac¬ 
tured for the stunning ‘can¬ 
dlelight’ sequence from 
Barry Lyndon is a testa- 


All in a sketch 

The tour ends with a stunning pick of 
items from 2001: A Space Odyssey , 
which was Kubrick’s most ambitious 
project. Superbly-detailed sketches of 
the spaceships, along with equally- 
matched mini-models of the crafts tell 
you the amount of research that went 
into this science-fiction epic. But a gor¬ 
geous life-size replica of the sleek white 
reception of the Hilton ‘Space’ Hotel, 
full with the futuristic red chair de¬ 
signed by Olivier Mourgue, steals the 
shot in the finale. 

There are many standouts and it is 
hard to pick just one. If the erotic furni¬ 
ture in the form of submissive female 
mannequins from the opening scene of 
A Clockwork Orange reveals Kubrick’s 
fetish for finding shock value even in 
props, then the photographs from Beck- 
ton Gas Works in London, which was 
the set of Full Metal Jacket , shows a per¬ 
son who can envision an utterly believa¬ 
ble Vietnamese war-zone, full with ap¬ 
propriate flora and fauna, from scratch, 
without ever setting foot in Asia. In fact, 
London was his favourite location and 
has been cast in many of his movies - as 
New York in Eyes Wide Shut, Vietnam in 
Full Metal Jacket and as London itself in 
A Cloclcworlc Orange. 

Kubrick did most of his location 
scouts using photographs. Having start¬ 
ed his career as a magazine pho¬ 
tographer, photography 
was a powerful tool in his 
filmmaking process. 
There is a photograph of 
a paused chess match 
between Kubrick and 
actor George C Scott 
from the set of Dr 
Strangelove that best 
depicts Kubrick’s ob¬ 
session with detail. 
Next to the chessboard 
is a cardboard with a 
handwritten note: 
“Strict continuity, do 
not touch”. 


The exhibition is on till 
September 15. Entry ticket 
costs £14.50 for adults, £7.25 
for children and £10.75for 
students. 


A Kubrickian 

odyssey 

Stanley Kubrick: The Exhibition at the Design Museum 
in London shines light on the clockwork art of one of 
the greatest filmmakers of the 20th Century 


ASWIN VN 

The entrance to the exhibition, is a dar¬ 
kened passage lit only by symmetrical 
rows of screens on either side to lend a 
one-point perspective effect, showing 
some of the most stunning movie 
scenes. It is a perfect tribute to their 
maker - Stanley Kubrick, whose life’s 
work is on display at the Design Mu¬ 
seum in London. 

Kubrick was obsessed with detail. 
The expo, titled Stanley Kubrick: The 
Exhibition, curated by museum director 
Deyan Sudjic and designed by Marina 
Wilier, presents exactly that obsession 
to commemorate the maestro’s 20th 
death anniversary. From his collection 
of reference books and the unique 
props, to the specially-designed film 
equipment and the detailed drawings of 
designs that went into the making of 
each of his meticulously-made movies, 
the things on display give a peek into 
Kubrick’s astonishing mind and ways. 

The international touring exhibition 
that has toured 16 cities, began with the 
2004 inaugural one organised by 
Deutsches Filmmuseum in Frankfurt. 
This is the first time the exhibition, 
which opened on April 26, is coming to 
the UK. Although born and raised in 
New York, Kubrick spent the last 40 
years of his life in the UK and made 
most of his movies while living there. 

Cross-section of work 

It opens with a space filled with a cross- 
section of pre-production objects. Sev¬ 
eral photographs from his location 
scouts are displayed, along with a col¬ 
lection of reference materials from his 


unfinished dream project on Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s life, the original scripts of 
movies and a number of special lenses 
from Kubrick’s huge collection. Another 
wall displays the stylishly-designed pos- 

.. * . 


NEW LIFE 


The soundtrack of 2001: A Space 
Odyssey has many classical and 
orchestral pieces, such as The Blue 
Danube Waltz’ by Johann Strauss II 
and Richard Strauss’ 
symphonic poem 
‘Also sprach 
Zarathustra’ 

(inspired by the 
writings of Friedrich 
Nietzsche). 


ters of films such as Spartacus (1960) 
and Lolita (1962). 

But the highlight of the introduction 
is a well-curated collection of the ob¬ 
jects relating to the design of the giant 
centrifuge that acted as the interior of 
the spaceship in his 1968 magnum opus 
2001: A Space Odyssey. Sketches of the 
centrifuge, a mini-model and a detailed 
technical drawing of the slit-scan pho¬ 
tography set-up created by special-ef¬ 
fects supervisor Douglas Trumbull for 
making the famous ‘stargate’ sequence, 
all reveal the extent to which Kubrick 
would go for perfection. 

From the plywood-walled workshop 
aesthetics of the opening space denot¬ 
ing the craft of Kubrick, visitors step in¬ 
to the realm of Spartacus. The collec¬ 
tion set in blood-red decor is apt for the 
tale of Spartacus - the Roman slave who 
led a bloody rebellion against the em¬ 



pire. Vibrant set, scene and character 
sketches hang on red walls, while the 
majestic military uniform worn by Sir 
Lawrence Olivier, who played the villai¬ 
nous Senator Marcus Licinius Crassus, 
and a Roman toga adorn a corner. 

Costumes, like all the other details, 
were given special care by Kubrick, who 
wanted extreme authenticity. The ridic¬ 
ulous attire of the psychotic Alex, 
played by Malcolm McDowell, from A 
Clockwork Orange (1971) and the regal 
18th-Century dress from Barry Lyndon 
(1975), both give visitors an insight into 
what the auteur demanded from his 
designers. 

If it is red for Spartacus, then it is mil¬ 
itary-green for Full Metal Jacket (1987), 
sensual pink for Lolita and erotic velve¬ 
ty-blue for Eyes Wide Shut (1999). Para¬ 
phernalia from nine Kubrick classics are 
on display, with each space colour-cod- 
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PEARLS BEFORE SWINE 


The key 
to a good 
weekly diet 
is to be 
realistic. 





So to start out, 
pick one day 
where you’ll 
always eat 
healthy. 
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5 Feeling about to 
vomit (8) 

6 Separated (5) 

7 The recent past(9) 
10 Moot (9) 

12 Showing 
appreciation (8) 

15 Song from South 
Pacific (4,3) 

16 Homes (6) 

18 Places for pigs (5) 
20 Do a runner(4) 

23 Horse - badger (3) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
September 6,2019. 


■ Across 

I Additional (13) 

8 Signal fires (7) 

9 Mountains on the 
boundary between 
Europe and Asia (5) 

10 Transvestite's garb 
(4) 

II Disturb (8) 

13 Underpants (6) 

14 Means of acquiring 
a tan (6) 

17 Lab vessel (4,4) 


19 Stratagem (4) 

21 Short (5) 

22 Marine mammal 
(7) 

24 Undemanding 
popular music (4,9) 

■ Down 

1 Weep convulsively 
(3) 

2 Body of troops in 
close formation (7) 

3 Get an eyeful (4) 

4 Pondering (6) 


Solution No. 13165 
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Dimitrov rallies to script an epic win over Federer 

Serena routs Wang in the quarterfinals to claim her 100th Open win; Medvedev has the measure of Wawrinka 



Incredible performance: Grigor Dimitrov gave it his all to shock Roger Federer and become the lowest-ranked US Open 
semifinalist in 28 years, -ap 


us OPEN 


REUT ERS 

NEW YORK 

Grigor Dimitrov stepped out 
of Roger Federer’s shadow 
on Tuesday to claim a spot in 
the U.S. Open semifinals with 
a shock 3-6, 6-4, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2 
win over the wounded Swiss. 

Dimitrov will now face Da¬ 
niil Medvedev on Friday for a 
place in final, the Russian ad¬ 
vancing to the last four with a 
7-6(6), 6-3, 3-6, 6-1 win over 
another Swiss Stan 
Wawrinka. 

Blistering and clinical 

In the women’s draw, Serena 
Williams claimed her 100th 
win at the Open in style, dis¬ 
mantling her quarterfinal op¬ 
ponent Wang Qiang 6-1, 6-0 
in a blistering 44-minute per¬ 
formance that ended any 
questions over a twisted an¬ 
kle from the previous round. 

Ukrainian fifth seed Elina 
Svitolina produced a clinical 
display to overcome British 
No.l Johanna Konta 6-4, 6-4 
to set up a clash with Serena 
for a place in the final. 

Coming into the Open, the 


78th ranked Dimitrov, 
dubbed “Baby Fed” because 
of the similarities between 
his game and Federer’s, did 
not look much of a threat, 
posting just one win from his 
last eight matches. 

But the Bulgarian, who 
had been ranked as high as 
No. 3 , has found some form 
on the New York hardcourts 
and claimed his first win in 
eight meetings with the 20- 
times Grand Slam winner. 

“Even if I would have gone 
two sets to love down, I 
wouldn’t have give up,” as¬ 
sured Dimitrov. “I would still 
stay on the court and just try 
to do as much as possible to 
make sure that whether I rat¬ 
tle him or put him off ba¬ 
lance. I kept on pushing, I 
kept on believing.” 

Razor sharp, but... 

Federer looked razor sharp 
to start the match but was 
not able to maintain his 
usual high level against the 
gritty Bulgarian. 

The turning point came in 
the fourth set, Dimitrov fight¬ 
ing off five break points to 
win the set and level match at 
2 - 2 . 


“I was trying to stay in that 
game and make him stay on 
the court as much as possi¬ 
ble,” said Dimitrov. “After 
that he started slowing 


down. It’s a best of five sets. 
Anything can happen.” 

Fitness concern 

And something unexpected 


did. Before the start of the 
fifth set Federer called for 
the trainer, who, after a brief 
conversation with the 38- 
year-old, escorted him off 


the court for a medical time 
out to deal with a back 
problem. 

When play resumed Dimi¬ 
trov seized his chance. 


■ It will be Dimitrov's third 
appearance in a Major 
semifinal after 2014 
Wimbledon and 2017 
Australian Open 

■ Dimitrov entered the US 
Open having won just one 
of his last eight matches 

■ The Bulgarian won his 
biggest title at the ATP 
World Tour Finals in 2017 
and finished the year ranked 
career-high No. 3 


breaking Federer to open the 
fifth and then a second time 
with the Swiss unable to 
mount any defence as the 
Bulgarian went on to claim 
the biggest win of his career. 

“I just needed some treat¬ 
ment on my upper - what is 
it - back, neck,” said Feder¬ 
er. “Just needed to try to loo¬ 
sen it up, crack it and see if it 
was going to be better.” 

The 37-year-old Serena 
was dominant from the start, 
firing off 25 winners, com¬ 
pared to zero from 18th-seed 
Wang, and winning 90% of 
her first serve points. “I nev¬ 
er thought that I would get to 
100,” said Serena. 


Match stats 


Federer 


Dimitrov 

6 

Aces 

6 

1 

Double 

Faults 

7 

61 

First 

Serve (%) 

69 

64 

Net Points 
Won (%) 

65 

4/14 

Break 

Points 

Won 

5/15 

40 

Winners 

35 

60 

Unforced 

Errors 

41 

135 

Total 

Points 

Won 

139 

11.70 

Distance 
Covered/ 
pt (m) 

11.86 


THE RESULTS 


Quarterfinals: Men: 5-Daniil 
Medvedev (Rus) bt 23-Stan 
Wawrinka (Sui) 7-6(6), 6-3, 3-6, 
6-1; Grigor Dimitrov (Bui) bt 3- 
Roger Federer (Sui) 3-6, 6-4, 
3-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

Women: 8-Serena Williams 
(USA) bt 18-Wang Qiang (Chn) 
6-1, 6-0; 13-Belinda Bencic 
(Sui) bt 23-Donna Vekic (Cro) 7- 
6(5), 6-3. 


Smith and Labuschagne steady the ship 

Duo bails Australia out on rain-marred day, after another failure for the openers 


Onus on me to keep doing well, says Vihari 

The first objective was to seize the opportunities that came my way’ 



Child's play: Steve Smith came to Australia's rescue with his eighth straight Ashes half-century, 
on the opening day of the fourth Test. ■ reuters 


THE ASHES 


REUT ERS 

MANCHESTER 

Steve Smith continued his 
outstanding Ashes form, 
striking an unbeaten 60, as 
Australia recovered from 
another failure by its open¬ 
ers to reach 170 for three at 
the close of the rain-affected 
first day of the fourth Test 
against England at Old Traf- 
ford on Wednesday. 

Rain caused a delay of ov¬ 
er two hours after lunch but 
plans to extend play to re¬ 
gain that lost time were 
abandoned after rain came 
in again during the break for 
tea. 

The afternoon delay did 
little to disrupt Smith, re¬ 
turning from missing the last 
Test due to concussion, mak¬ 
ing his eighth straight Ashes 
half-century. 

Smith and Marnus Labus¬ 
chagne put on 116 for the 
third wicket before the latter 
was bowled by Craig Overton 
for 67. 

It was a much-needed 
stand after England had 
made a great start, bringing 


its supporters to their feet 
with just the fourth ball of 
the day. 

Warner’s agony 
Stuart Broad claimed the 
wicket of David Warner for 
the fifth time in this series 
with the left-hander caught 
behind for a duck as he 
made a belated decision to 
leave the ball. 

Australia found itself at 28 
for two when Broad rapped 


SCOREBOARD 


Australia - 1st innings: Marcus 
Harris Ibw b Broad 13, David 
Warner c Bairstow b Broad 0, 
Marnus Labuschagne b Overton 
67, Steve Smith (batting) 60, 
Travis Head (batting) 18; Extras 
(b-4, lb-8): 12; Total (for three 
wkts. in 44 overs): 170. 

the pads of Marcus Harris 
and, after some considera¬ 
tion, umpire Kumar Dhar- 


Fall of wickets: 1-1 (Warner), 2- 
28 (Harris), 3-144 
(Labuschagne). 

England bowling: Broad 10-2- 
35-2, Archer 10-0-28-0, Stokes 
8-0-36-0, Leach 6-2-18-0, 
Overton 10-0-41-1. 

Toss: Australia. 

masena raised his finger and 
his verdict was upheld by vi¬ 
deo review. 



Silver lining: Despite falling short of a century, Hanuma Vihari 
said his 93 in the first Test gave him lot of confidence. ■ ap 


exclusive 


V.V. SU BRHAHMANYAM 

HYDERABAD 

High on confidence after be¬ 
ing the lead performer with 
the bat in the just-concluded 
Test series in West Indies, 
Hanuma Vihari said it was 
important for him to come 
up with substantial contribu¬ 
tions to cement his place in 
the Indian team. 

“It was definitely a crucial 
tour for me and the first ob¬ 
jective was to seize the op¬ 
portunities that came my 
way,” Vihari said in an exclu¬ 
sive chat with The Hindu. 

“The 93 in the second in¬ 
nings of the first Test gave me 
lot of confidence. Though I 
was disappointed at missing 
the century, I was glad that I 
could contribute my bit to a 
winning cause on a difficult 
wicket to bat,” he said. 

Simple advice pays 

“But, I must say one simple 
advice by Ravi (Shastri) sir - 
to correct my stance as he 
felt I was standing more 
upright, and let the knees be 
more flexible - made a lot of 


difference on this West In¬ 
dies tour,” the 25-year-old Vi¬ 
hari said. 

“I was waiting for the big 
day - to score my maiden 
Test century. I felt it was an 
important knock,” he said. 

According to Vihari, the 
conditions in West Indies 
were a mix of England (seam 
and swing) and Australia 
(bounce). “If you have not¬ 
iced, most of them were 250- 
plus wickets and I think we 
did really well to score 400- 
plus in the series,” he said. 

Vihari hopes to do well 
again in the forthcoming 
South Africa Test series at 
home. “It is always good to 
take any tournament or se¬ 
ries match by match. Hope to 
do well again,” he added. 

On his captain Virat Koh- 
li’s comment that that dress¬ 
ing room feels calm when Vi¬ 
hari bats, a smiling Vihari 
hoped it was a sign of bigger 
responsibility in the days to 
come. “To be honest, to be 
given a chance ahead of oth¬ 
ers itself meant the kind of 
confidence the team man¬ 
agement had in me. So, the 
onus is on me to keep doing 
well,” Vihari said. 


Dhawan keeps India-A in the hunt 


Unadkat swings day one Red’s way 


Bulls snatch a thriller 


Rain forces contest into reserve day; Hosts need 137 more 


Green batsmen start well but fall to excellent bowling 


SA-A IN INDIA 


M.R. PRAVEEN CHANDRAN 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

In the end, the morning’s 
bright sunshine turned out 
to be a mirage. Rain kept its 
date and played spoilsport in 
the fourth unofficial one-day 
match between India-A and 
South Africa-A at the Sports 
Hub on Wednesday. 

Two rain interruptions 
spilled the contest into the 
reserve day, with India-A, 
chasing a revised target of 
193, needing a further 137 to 
win off 17.2 overs. 

Shikhar Dhawan showed 
glimpses of his old self in 
compiling an unbeaten 33 as 
India-A was 56 for one off 7.4 
overs when play was stopped 
for the second time due to 
rain. 

Delayed start 

In the morning, wet outfield 
delayed the start by more 
than an hour and the match 
was reduced to 43 overs. 

Put in to bat, the South 
Africans enjoyed their best 
start of the series. Matthew 
Breetzke, opening for the 
first time, and Reeza Hen¬ 
dricks attacked the medium- 
pacers and picked up boun¬ 
daries. The duo raised a 50- 
run partnership in quick 
time. However, the introduc¬ 
tion of spin through Rahul 
Chahar brought an end to 
the promising stand as 
Breetzke (25) swept Chahar 




Shikhar Dhawan. 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

straight to Tushar Desh- 
pande at the square-leg 
fence. 

Fluent 

Captain Temba Bavuma was 
fluent and rotated the strike 
while Hendricks played the 
big shots to keep the score- 
board moving. 

South Africa was well 
placed at 108 for one off 22 
overs when rain interrupted 
play for the first time. After a 
three-hour delay, the match 
restarted and was reduced to 
25 overs. 

Bavuma retired hurt and 
his replacement, Heinrich 
Klaasen, smashed 18 runs 
from an Ishan Porel over. But 



Deshpande bowled a splen¬ 
did last over and conceded 
just a single. 

In reply, Shubman Gill 
struck two pleasing boun¬ 
daries in Beuran Hendricks’ 
first over to start the chase 
on a positive note. However, 
in the next, he pulled Anrich 
Nortje straight to Marco Jan¬ 
sen at fine leg. 

Dhawan swished and mis¬ 
sed but also played a few de¬ 
lectable shots. At the other 
end, Prashanth Chopra was 
all at sea, and thankfully for 
him, the rain came at the 
right time. 

The scores (match reduced to 
25 overs): 

South Africa-A: Matthew 
Breetzke c Tushar b Rahul Cha¬ 
har 25, Reeza Hendricks (not 
out) 60, Temba Bavuma retd, 
hurt 28, Heinrich Klaasen (not 
out) 21; Extras (w-1, nb-2): 3; 
Total (for one wkt. in 25 overs): 
137. 

Fall of wicket: 1-46. 

India-A bowling: Tushar Desh¬ 
pande 5-0-26-0, Ishan Porel 4- 
0-29-0, Washington Sundar 5- 
0-25-0, Shivam Dube 4-0- 
25-0, Rahul Chahar 5-0-18-1, 
Nitish Rana 2-0-14-0. 

India-A: Shubman Gill c Jansen 
b Nortje 12, Shikhar Dhawan 
(batting) 33, Prashanth Chopra 
(batting) 6; Extras (lb-4, w-1): 
5; Total (for one wkt. in 7.4 ov¬ 
ers): 56. 

Fall of wicket: 1-13. 

South Africa-A bowling: Beu¬ 
ran Hendricks 3-20-0, Anrich 
Nortje 3-0-26-1, Marco Jansen 
1-0-5-0, Bjorn Fortuin 
0.4-0-1-0. 

Toss: India-A. 



DULEEP TROPHY 


ASHWIN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

India Red pacer Jaydev Un¬ 
adkat exploited helpful con¬ 
ditions to the fullest to pin 
India Green down to 147 for 
eight on a rain-affected first 
day of their Duleep Trophy 
final at M. Chinnaswamy Sta¬ 
dium here on Wednesday. 

Through a lovely exhibi¬ 
tion of swing bowling under 
overcast skies, Unadkat re¬ 
corded figures of four for 58. 
The Saurashtra left-arm fast 
bowler moved the ball both 
ways, and created awkward 
angles from around the 
stumps. 

Unadkat got going by trap¬ 
ping opener and captain 
Faiz Fazal (12, 22b) leg-be- 
fore with one that came back 
in sharply. Siddhesh Lad fell 
for a golden duck, a loose 
drive going straight to the 
hands of Priyank Panchal at 
cover. Unadkat reserved his 
best for four-drop Akshay 
Wadkar (6), getting a length 
delivery from over the wick¬ 
et to straighten and hit the 
middle stump. Tailender Ra- 
jesh Mohanty was his fourth 
victim, nicking one to wick¬ 
etkeeper Ishan Kishan. 

A pleased Unadkat stated, 
“I can move the ball both 
ways, and when you can do 
that from over and around 
the wicket, it makes it all the 
more difficult for batsmen. 
That’s what I work on in the 




Jaydev Unadkat. 

■SUDHAKARA JAIN 


nets - to be accurate from 
both angles.” 

A beauty 

For India Green, Akshath 
Reddy (16, 56b) and Dhruv 
Shorey (23, 37b) put on 34 
runs for the second wicket, 
before Shorey came undone 
to a beauty from Sandeep 
Warrier. 

Kerala speedster Warrier 
got Shorey to edge a perfect 



outswinger - moving away 
from just outside off. The im¬ 
pressive Warrier was un¬ 
lucky to end up with just the 
one scalp. 

Akshath, meanwhile, 
drove Unadkat straight to 
Avesh Khan at mid-on, and 
senselessly took off for a sin¬ 
gle. His partner Akshdeep 
Nath did not respond, leav¬ 
ing Akshath stranded. Avesh 
had enough time to wait for 
Kishan to come up to the 
stumps before lobbing an 
underarm throw. 

Akshdeep (29, 46b, 5x4) 
played well, but let his side 
down with poor shot selec¬ 
tion. 

Intermittent showers res¬ 
tricted play to only 49 overs 
for the day. After five delays, 
action was called off in the 
late evening. 

The scores: India Green - 1st 
innings: Faiz Fazal Ibw b Unad¬ 
kat 12, Akshath Reddy (run out) 
16, Dhruv Shorey c Kishan b 
Warrier 23, Siddhesh Lad c Pan¬ 
chal b Unadkat 0, Akshdeep 
Nath c Panchal b Sarvate 29, 
Akshay Wadkar b Unadkat 6, 
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja c & b 
Avesh 15, Mayank Markande 
(batting) 32, Rajesh Mohanty c 
Kishan b Unadkat 0, Tanveer 
Ul-Haq (batting) 8; Extras 
(nb-1, b-4, lb-1): 6; Total (for 
eight wickets in 49 overs): 147. 
Fall of wickets: 1-19, 2-53, 3- 
54, 4-65, 5-92, 6-99, 7-107, 
8 - 112 . 

India Red bowling: Unadkat 18- 
1-58-4, Warrier 13-3-25-1, 
Avesh 12-0-45-1, Sarvate 
6-1-14-1. 

Toss: India Green. 


Delhi edges Jaipur earlier in the day 



Leading by example: Skipper Rohit Kumar, jersey No. 9, 
turned in a much-improved performance to help 
Bengaluru Bulls to its second successive win. ■ k. murali kumar 


PKL 


N. SU DARSHAN 

BENGALURU 

Star raider Pawan Kumar 
Sehrawat starred yet again, 
scoring 17 points, as Benga¬ 
luru Bulls snatched a thrill¬ 
ing 40-39 win over Patna Pi¬ 
rates in the Pro Kabaddi 
League (PKL) at the Sree 
Kanteerava Indoor Stadium 
on Wednesday. 

Fellow raider and skipper 
Rohit Kumar turned in a 
much-improved perfor¬ 
mance (7 pts) as the home 
side overturned a 29-37 def¬ 
icit to record its second suc¬ 
cessive win. With just se¬ 
conds left and the Bulls still 
trailing 35-37, Pawan reeled 
off four points on the 
bounce to help his team 
nose ahead. In the process, 
he also went past 500 raid 


points in the PKL. 

The Pirates, in fact, led 
even at half-time (22-16) 
courtesy a fine showing by 
Pardeep Narwal (14 pts). At 
7-7, the skipper showed his 
class as he came up with a 
three successful raids fetch¬ 
ing nine points, including an 
all out (4 pts) and a super 
raid that scalped four 
players. In the end though, 
it all came to nought. 

In the day’s first match, 
Dabang Delhi KC edged Jai¬ 
pur Pink Panthers 46-44. 
With less than two minutes 
left, Delhi was 39-43 behind, 
but a super raid by Naveen 
Kumar, which took out two 
players, followed by Chan- 
dran Ranjit effecting an all 
out turned the tide. 

The results: Bengaluru Bulls 
40 bt Patna Pirates 39; Dabang 
Delhi KC 46 bt Jaipur Pink 
Panthers 44. 
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A settled side should do India good 

Against Oman it will be time to implement coach Igor Stimac’s vision 


WC QUALIFIER 


ANIRU DH VELAMURI 

GUWAHATI 

India gets its FIFA World Cup 

2022 and AFC Asian Cup 

2023 qualification underway 
when it hosts Oman at the In¬ 
dira Gandhi stadium in Gu- 
wahati on Thursday. 

It will be Igor Stimac’s first 
competitive game since tak¬ 
ing charge of the Blue Tigers. 
Since he came in, the Croa¬ 
tian has gone about making 
wholesale changes to the 
team - from personnel to 
playing style. 

His predecessor Stephen 
Constantine’s direct football 
has been replaced by a pos¬ 
session-based, controlled 
game with an emphasis on 
building from the back. 
Those changes have had sev¬ 
eral players talking positively 
about what the Croatian has 
been trying to implement, 
and captain Sunil Chhetri 
stressed on it in his pre¬ 
match press conference. 

Great preparation 

“It has been a great (pre- 
World Cup) training camp 
minus the Amarjit (Singh Ki- 
yam) debacle. The players 
have a lot of time to gel, to 
understand the new tech¬ 
niques and the boys are opti¬ 
mistic about the game,” he 
said. 

While there has been pos¬ 
itive talk about everything 
Stimac has brought in, the 
results, however, haven’t 
gone his way. India played 
five games across two friend¬ 
ly tournaments, the King’s 
Cup in Thailand and the In¬ 
tercontinental Cup at home. 
It won only one game, lost 
three and drew one - scor¬ 
ing seven goals but conced¬ 
ing 13. Stimac though isn’t 
concerned about those re¬ 
sults. “These two tourna¬ 
ments were organised before 
I was appointed, I would 
have done something diffe¬ 
rent if it was up to me,” he 
said, adding, “I did not like 
losing days for games rather 
than training, to be honest.” 

Best team 

Using 29 players across the 
five games, with as many as 
30 changes to the starting 
line-up, was one big reason 
for India’s porous defence. 
But beginning with the game 
against Oman on Thursday, 
there should be a more set¬ 
tled side on the pitch as Sti¬ 
mac has decided on what his 



■RITU RAJ KONWAR 

best team is. 

“The players are very 
clear about the starting 11 for 
tomorrow’s game. They have 
known for the last seven 
days,” he said. “The rest are 


there, ready and fit. Each 
one who is participating (in 
the training camp) is ready. 
And we will follow their per¬ 
formances and form in ISL 
and that will be base for 


sending invitations for future 
call-ups.” 

Like India, Oman also 
changed its coach since the 
Asian Cup. Dutchman Erwin 
Koeman has taken over the 


reins and he also hasn’t had 
enough time to impart his 
ideas. 

Winning run 

Unlike the host though, the 


visitor is on a three-game 
winning run. In Koeman’s 
first assignment, Oman won 
the Airmarine Cup in Malay¬ 
sia, a four-team friendly tour¬ 
nament, with a 5-0 trashing 
of Afghanistan and a penalty 
shootout win against Singa¬ 
pore. The third match was a 
1-0 win against Yemen in a 
friendly. 

India lost to Oman, home 
and away, at the same stage 
fours year ago. Three points 
on Thursday will be very vi¬ 
tal, both in terms of qualifi¬ 
cation and in boosting the 
team’s confidence ahead of a 
daunting away game against 
Qatar on September 10, and 
Chhetri knows it. 

“I really hope the team 
has come along since our last 
meeting,” he said, taking 
about the 2-1 defeat in Benga¬ 
luru in 2015. “One part of me 
feels that we can do it (win 
and progress to the next 
round) and we do have a 
great team. But of course the 
other teams are stronger and 
we can’t make predictions. I 
just hope that when you 
compare (Thursday’s game 
with the 1-2 defeat), it will be 
done in a happy way.” 


Stimac plumps for gradual growth for the Blue Tigers 

Realistic aim is later stages of Asian Cup before targetting the World Cup 



SPOR TS REPORTER 

GUWAHATI 

With the Blue Tigers starting 
their qualifying campaign by 
taking on the two strongest 
teams in its group - Oman 
and Qatar - coach Igor Sti¬ 
mac is cautiously optimistic 
about their chances but em¬ 
phasised on the bigger 
picture. 

The Croatian stressed on 
the need for Indian football 
to grow “step by step” before 
dreaming of the big stage - a 
maiden World Cup 
appearance. 

“Oman and Qatar are fa¬ 
vourites in our group. Our 
first aim is to make sure we 
continuously participate in 
the last stages of the Asian 
Cup. In the meantime if we 
progress to the later rounds 
of the World Cup qualifiers, 
we will take it,” he said. 

Needs time 

“In football, you need to 
grow gradually. If there’s a 
chance to skip a step, yes we 
will take it. But realistically. 


this team needs time.” 

He also made it clear that 
it is difficult to replicate the 
success made by other coun¬ 
tries, notably his home na¬ 
tion Croatia. 

Stimac also does not want 
his team to stick to one style 
of play. “We are building dif¬ 
ferent styles. When we play 
Qatar in a few days, we need 
to be clever and smart. We 
should be ready to adapt our 
game.” 


So what was the most diffi¬ 
cult thing for him to deal 
with since coming to India? 
“Injuries,” said the 51-year- 
old. “It was the most difficult 
bit. I couldn’t see some of the 
players who were under Ste¬ 
phen Constantine. Jeje, for 
example. He was very impor¬ 
tant to the national team and 
we miss him. And now 
Amarjit (Singh Kiyam).” 

Stimac might have 
chopped and changed his 


starting line-ups throughout 
the King’s Cup and the Inter¬ 
continental Cup, but one 
mainstay in the team was 18- 
year-old Amarjit who played 
in all five games. 

Such was his impact that 
captain Sunil Chhetri admit¬ 
ted that the team will surely 
miss the 18-year-old. 

“Amarjit was our favou¬ 
rite. When I first saw him, I 
honestly thought it was too 
early (for him to be with the 
senior team). He is a livewire 
and his energy translated to 
every one of us,” he said. 

Impact of youngsters 

Speaking about the impact 
of youngsters, Stimac added, 
“Always believe in the youth 
because they bring great mo¬ 
tivation to the team, they 
bring freshness and a fight¬ 
ing spirit. 

“We have Amarjit, Sahal 
(Abdul Samad), Narender 
(Gahlot), (Anirudh) Thapa, 
Anwar Ali, Sarthak (Gouli) 
and many others. When the 
day comes for Chhetri to 


leave, we need to make sure 
we are secure about our 
future.” 

Despite the squad being 
filled with youngsters, Chhe¬ 
tri believes that all of them 
are “very aware” of what to 
do. “The leader in our team 
is our head coach. When I go 
into the dressing room, my 
only job is to be a good exam¬ 
ple. And I hope I can do 
that.” 

At 35, Chhetri doesn’t 
have time on his side though 
and is eager to lead his coun¬ 
try on the big stage. While he 
acknowledged that India’s 
two opening qualifiers will 
be tough, he does believe in 
the team’s potential. 

“We respect all opponents 
and what is important is to 
have a strong belief. No op¬ 
ponent is unbeatable.” 

And at this stage of his ca¬ 
reer, what are his goals with 
the national team? “I hope to 
play as much as I can. I am 
not Amarjit who is 18 and has 
time on his side. I just want 
to win every game.” 


Prajnesh goes past 
Tokuda, in third round 


INDIANS ABROAD 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

JINAN (CHINA) 

Top seed Prajnesh Gunnes- 
waran cruised past qualifier 
Renta Tokuda of Japan 6-2, 

6- 2 in the second round of 
the $162,480 Challenger ten¬ 
nis tournament here on 
Wednesday. 

In doubles, Saketh Myne- 
ni and Jeevan Nedunchezhi- 
yan made the quarterfinals, 
while Sriram Balaji and 
Vishnu Vardhan lost to Hiro- 
ki Moriya and Goncalo 
Oliveira. 

In the Challenger in 
France, Ramkumar Rama- 
nathan went down to Daniel 
Masur of Germany in the se¬ 
cond round after a bye, but 
made the doubles quarterfi¬ 
nals with Evgeny Karlovskiy 
of Russia. 

The results: 

$162,480 Challenger, Jinan: 
Second round: Prajnesh Gun- 
neswaran bt Renta Tokuda 
(Jpn) 6-2, 6-2; Doubles (pre¬ 
quarterfinals): Saketh Myneni 
& Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan bt 
Shintaro Imai & Toshihide Mat- 
sui (Jpn) 6-4, 6-3; Hiroki Mori¬ 
ya (Jpn) & Goncalo Oliveira 
(Por) bt Sriram Balaji & Vishnu 
Vardhan 3-6, 7-6(2), [10-7]. 
€137,560 Challenger, Genoa, 
Italy: Doubles (pre-quarterfi¬ 
nals): Attila Balazs (Hun) & 
Fernando Romboli (Bra) bt Ra- 
meez Junaid (Aus) & Purav Raja 

7- 6(2), 7-6(3). 

€46,600 Challenger, Cassis, 
France: Second round: Daniel 
Masur (Ger) bt Ramkumar Ra- 
manathan 6-3, 6-2; Doubles 
(pre-quarterfinals): Evgeny 
Karlovskiy (Rus) & Ramkumar 
bt Ivan Sabanov & Matej Saba- 
nov (Cro) 6-4, 6-1. 

$15,000 ITF men, Sao Bras Al- 
portel, Portugal: First round: 



Prajnesh Gunneswaran. -ap 


Maxime Pauwels (Bel) bt Te¬ 
rence Das 6-1, 2-0 (retired). 
$15,000 ITF men, Hua Hin, 
Thailand: First round: Dayne 
Kelly (Aus) bt Anirudh Chan- 
drasekar 6-4, 6-3; Sidharth Ra- 
wat bt Chien Hsun Lo (Tpe) 
6-2, 6-3; Nitin Kumar Sinha bt 
Worovin Kumthonkittikul (Tha) 
4-6, 6-0, 6-3; Seita Watanabe 
(Jpn) bt Arjun Kadhe 6-2, 6-2. 
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals): 
Ray Ho (Tpe) & Kelsey Steven¬ 
son (Can) bt Anirudh & Nitin 
6-3, 7-6(2). 

$60,000 ITF women, Chang¬ 
sha, China: First round: Rutuja 
Bhosale bt Meiqi Guo (Chn) 
6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

$15,000 ITF women, Sajur, Is¬ 
rael: First round: Tiffany Wil¬ 
liam (GBR) bt Mihika Yadav 
4-6, 7-6(5) retired. 

$15,000 ITF women, Yeong- 
wol, Korea: First round: Daye- 
on Back (Kor) bt Ashmitha Eas- 
waramurthi 6-0, 6-2. 

$15,000 ITF women, Tabarka, 
Tunisia: First round: Lilly Elida 
Haseth (Nor) bt Likhitha Kalava 
6-3, 1-6, 7-5; Ani Vangelova 
(Bui) bt Bhuvana Kalva 6-2, 
6-3; Doubles (pre-quarterfi- 
nals): Yekaterina Dmitrichenko 
(Kaz) & Antonia Schmidt (GEr) 
Kaaviya Balasubramanian & Ni- 
ditra Rajmohan 6-2, 6-3; Cora- 
lie Garrigues (Fra) & Likhitha bt 
Luna Meers & Zoi Meers (Bel) 
6-3, 6-2. 


India to open against 
the Netherlands 


FIH PRO LEAGUE 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Indian men’s hockey 
team will open its campaign 
in the FIH Pro League 
against the Netherlands at 
home in January, 2020. 

According to the FIH Pro 
League Season 2 schedule 
released on Wednesday, In¬ 
dia, which pulled out of the 
inaugural event, will play 
the Netherlands on Jan. 18 
and 19. 

India will then host World 


champion Belgium on Feb. 
8 and 9, followed by two 
more home fixtures against 
Australia on Feb. 22 and 23. 

The Indian team will then 
leave for away games in Ger¬ 
many (April 25 and 26) and 
Great Britain (May 2 and 3). 
India will return to play at 
home on May 23 and 24 
against New Zealand before 
travelling to Argentina on 
June 5 and 6. 

India will play the last leg 
of the round-robin matches 
in Spain on June 13 and 14. 


CG&CC makes Asian Tour comeback 


A record qualification 
for World Cup Finals 


GOLF 


RAKE SH RAO 

NEW DELHI 

Asian Tour makes an un¬ 
scheduled stop at Gurugram 
when the $300,000 Classic 
Golf & Country Club Interna¬ 
tional Championship debuts 
on Sept. 12. 

With the originally sche¬ 
duled Take Solutions’ event 
moved to early next year, 
the available slot was 
grabbed by the Classic Golf & 
Country Club (CG&CC). As a 
result, one of the oldest golf 
facilities in the National Cap¬ 
ital Region will host two dol- 
lar-events - the other one 
being the $400,000 Pana¬ 
sonic Open - in the same 
season. 

The Jack Nicklaus Signa¬ 
ture course, where the last 



Jyoti Randhawa. -file photo 


Asian Tour event was the 
2009 SAIL Open, will wit¬ 
ness a full field of 156 players 
from 24 countries. The win¬ 
ner’s share is $54,000. Even 
the 72nd-placed golfer will 
receive $600. 

Players to watch 

The Indian challenge will 
come mainly from a mix of 
youth and experience. 
Though Jyoti Randhawa, 


Rashid Khan and Chiragh 
Kumar are part of the field. 
Bangalore’s trio of S. Chiklca- 
rangappa, Viraj Madappa 
and Khalin Joshi will be 
watched with added 
interest. 

Ajeetesh Sandhu, rookie- 
pro Aadil Bedi, amateurs 
Harshjeet Sethi, Kartik Shar- 
ma along with Saurav Rathi, 
who turns pro with this 
event, add variety to the In¬ 
dian challenge. 

Among the overseas con¬ 
tenders, the recent winner 
of the Indonesia Open Mi¬ 
guel Carballo of Argentina, 
Taehee Lee (Korea) and Mal¬ 
colm Kokocinski (Sweden) 
along with several Thai pro¬ 
fessionals will seek to deny 
another home-grown chal¬ 
lenger from adding to the list 
of Indian winners. 


SHOOTING 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The four best women’s air 
rifle shooters in the country 
- Anjum Moudgil, Apurvi 
Chandela, Elavenil Valari- 
van and Mehuli Ghosh - 
have all earned their berth 
for the World Cup Finals to 
be staged at Pultan, China, 
from November 17 to 23. 

A record 14 Indians have 
qualified for the World Cup 
Finals in rifle and pistol as 
India had topped the me¬ 
dals table in each of the four 
World Cups in Delhi, Beij¬ 
ing, Munich and Rio de Ja¬ 
neiro. They collected 16 gold 
medals in all, which is also a 


record. Anjum has qualified 
for both the air rifle and wo¬ 
men’s rifle 3-position 
events. Manu Bhaker also 
qualified for two events, wo¬ 
men’s air pistol and sports 
pistol. 

The list of Indians: 

Men: Air rifle: Divyansh Singh 
Panwar; Rifle 3-position: Akhil 
Sheoran, Sanjeev Rajput; Air 
pistol: Saurabh Chaudhary, 
Abhishek Verma, Shahzar Rizvi; 
Rapid fire pistol: Anish 
Bhanwala. 

Women: Air rifle: Anjum 
Moudgil, Apurvi Chandela, Ela¬ 
venil Valarivan, Mehuli Ghosh; 
Rifle 3-position: Anjum Moud¬ 
gil; Air pistol: Yashaswini Singh 
Deswal, Manu Bhaker; Sports 
pistol: Rahi Sarnobat, Manu 
Bhaker. 


Welcoming the world 



The big reveal: The Official Emblem of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 was unveiled in Doha at 
20:22 local time on Tuesday. The Emblem was projected on to a number of iconic buildings in 
Qatar, like the Al Zubarah Fort, a UNESCO World Heritage site, and displayed on outdoor 
billboards in more than a dozen renowned public spaces in major world cities, including 
Mumbai, -gettyimages 


Sixth leg of Indian Grand Prix offers athletes chance for qualification and improvement 



Aiming high: Punjab's Davinder Singh Kang was one of the few athletes who were practising on 
Wednesday ahead of the Indian GP. -file photo: v. raju 



UTHR A GANESAN 

PATIALA 

The sixth leg of the Indian 
Grand Prix has already seen 
a number of changes. The ve¬ 
nue has been shifted from 
Chennai to Delhi to here, cit¬ 
ing weather and logistics. 
The number of events too 
have seen an increase - from 
seven to 11 in men including 
sprint events and from four 
to eight among women. 

All in the hope of either se¬ 
curing a few more spots at 
the upcoming World Cham¬ 
pionships or giving the ones 
already there - like the 
men’s 4x400m relay side - a 
chance to improve its perfor¬ 
mance and bolster its rank¬ 
ings. On Thursday, the AFI 
would be hoping its objec¬ 



tives are finally met. It won’t 
be easy though. 

On Wednesday evening, 
the National Institute of 
Sports here had a laidback 
feel. Apart from a bunch of 
javelin throwers, including 
Davinder Singh Kang, and 
steeplechaser Sudha Singh, 
triple jumper Arpinder Singh 
was the only one sweating it 
out, running endless loops 
on the jump track trying to 
get his speed, technique and 
take-off in perfect sync un¬ 
der the watchful eyes of 
coach Antony Yaich. The 
weather, sultry after a sud¬ 
den downpour earlier in the 
day, was a relief though. 

Disappointing 

The federation had hoped 



for the same at the Lucknow 
Inter-State Championships 
last week but things didn’t go 
according to plan with the 
number of qualified indivi¬ 
dual entries remaining at 17 
(Jinson Johnson has since 
made the cut, taking the 
number to 18). 

The only one to get the 
qualifying mark was quarter- 
miler Anjali Devi, who had al¬ 
ready made the cut last year. 
Disappointing performanc¬ 
es, farcical anti-doping mea¬ 
sures and less than satisfac¬ 
tory marks marked the 
inter-State meet. 

Thursday’s IGP would be 
the last opportunity for 
those still missing to get their 
act together. The federation 
has already marked out its 


hopefuls from the event. Be¬ 
sides Arpinder - who missed 
qualifying by 12cms in Luck¬ 
now - the AFI has hopes 
from Dutee Chand in 100m 
and Archana Suseendran in 
200 besides securing yet 
another spot in javelin to 
make up for Neeraj Chopra’s 
likely absence with 
rehabilitation. 

Second shot 

Interestingly, some who have 
already qualified would be 
trying for a second shot in¬ 
cluding Sudha in steeple¬ 
chase, having qualified in 
marathon. But the spotlight 
would definitely be on the 
men’s 4x400m squad. 

After a farcical run in 
Lucknow that saw all three 


AFI teams disqualified or not 
finishing, barely managing to 
hold on to its 16th spot in 
rankings and injuries to Dha- 
run and Alex Antony, the AFI 
would be under pressure to 
not just ensure a better tim¬ 
ing from its star medal hope 
but also unsure of its final 
composition when the selec¬ 
tion committee meets to pick 
the Doha side on September 
9. Thursday’s outing would 
be keenly watched. 

Thursday's events: Men: 100m, 
200m, 400m, 1500m, 3000m 
steeplechase, 4x400m relay, 
long jump, triple jump, pole 
vault, javelin throw, shot put. 

Women: 100m, 200m, 400m, 
1500m, 3000m steeplechase, 
long jump, javelin throw, shot 
put. 
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TV PICKS 


US Open: Star Sports Select 
2 (SD& HD), 4.30 a.m. 
Bangladesh vs Afgh¬ 
anistan: Only Test, Star 
Sports Select 1 (SD & HD), 

9.30 a.m. 

The Ashes: Fourth Test, 
Sony Six (SD & HD), 3.30 p.m. 
PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 

Football: India vs Oman, Star 
Sports 3, 8.30 p.m. 

Euro 2020 Qualifiers: Sony 
Ten 2 (SD & HD), 9.30 p.m. & 

12.30 a.m. (Friday) 



Giorgio Chiellini out 
for six months 

ROME 

Veteran Juventus captain 
Giorgio Chiellini underwent 
successful surgery on a torn 
knee ligament the club said 
on Tuesday, saying it 
expected him back in action 
in six months. The eight-time 
reigning champion has signed 
20-year-old Dutch defender 
Matthijs de Ligt. afp 

Indian cadet paddlers 
finish runner-up 

ULAANBAATAR 

The Indian junior boys' team, 
seeded second, went down 
3-0 to top seed China in the 
final of the 25th Asian junior 
and cadet table tennis 
championships here on 
Wednesday. By finishing 
runner-up, India has qualified 
for the World juniors to be 
held in Korat, Thailand, in 
November. 

The results: China bt India 

3-0 (Xu Yingbin bt Raegan 
Albuquerque 11-7,11-8,11-9; 
Xiang Peng bt Manush Shah 
11-7,10-12,11-5,11-9; Liu 
Yebo bt Anukram Jain 11-6, 
11-4,11-5). IANS 



Misbah named 
Pakistan head coach 

Lahore Former captain 
Misbah-ul-Haq was named 
Pakistan's head coach on a 
three-year contract on 
Wednesday with pace great 
Waqar Younis joining him as 
the team's new bowling 
coach. Misbah and Waqar 
have worked together in the 
past when the former was 
the Pakistan captain and the 
latter was the head coach. 
Misbah will also take over as 
the chairman of selectors 
with head coaches of the six 
first-class associations sides 
as his fellow selectors. 

Easy win for 
Tamil Nadu 


BASKETBALL 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

CUTTACK 

Tamil Nadu boys crushed 
Karnataka 77-43 in the sub¬ 
junior National basketball 
tournament here on Wed¬ 
nesday. Tamil Nadu, with a 
strong show in the third 
and fourth quarters, 
quelled Karnatala’s chal¬ 
lenge. Yakson and Abhim- 
nayu, with 18 points each, 
shone for the winner 
which led 29-22 at 
half-time. 

The results: 

Boys: Chandigarh 70 (Jan- 
meyjay 25, Ajay 13, Gaurab 
Malil<12) bt Odisha 56 (Upa- 
sak 15, Shreyan 13). 

Jharkhand 32 (Prem Kumar 
Singhl6) bt Himachal Pradesh 
28 (Vedansh Ranot 12, Aarav 
Chandra 10); Haryana 73 (Ka¬ 
pil 19, Uday 12) bt Chattisgarh 
56 (Sanju Gajbhiye 18, Sha- 
landra Singh 12); Tamil Nadu 
77 (Yakson 18, Abhimnayu 18) 
bt Karnataka 43 (Milind Sa- 
hoo 14); Madhya Pradesh 74 
(Rohen Shejwal 19, Goutham 
Pal 15) bt Jharkhand 15; West 
Bengal 53 (Rajveer Mahali 12) 
bt Himachal Pradesh 20 
(Mayank BhardwajlO). 

Girls: Madhya Pradesh bt Od- 
hisa 33-23; West Bengal bt 
Himachal 40-26. 

Puducherry 30 (Manjari 13) 
bt Bihar 10; Kerala 43 (Tiyana 
Ann Pilipll) bt Haryana 17; 
Jharkhand 27 bt Manipur 13 
(Omega Devi 11). 

Himachal Pradesh 35 (Sap- 
na 10) bt Puducherry 25; 
Maharashtra 56 (Gunjan 17, 
Saheeksha 13) bt Punjab 30. 



Contrasting day for Srihari and Sajan 

Kenisha breaks 100m freestyle record; Likith completes breaststroke sweep 


Ashwin likely 
to join 

Delhi Capitals 



Simply superb: Thanks to their spectacular show, Srihari Nataraj, right, and Shivani Kataria were 
adjudged the best swimmers at the conclusion of the Nationals on Wednesday, -a.m. faruqui 


NADA turns up at last 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BHOPAL 

After staying away for the 
first four days, the National 
Anti-Doping Agency finally 
turned up to test 
swimmers at the National 
aquatic championships' 
last day here on 
Wednesday. 

“We were told about 
this only on Tuesday 
evening and we were asked 
to come here today and 


test five swimmers,” said a 
dope control officer with 
the NADA team. “We could 
only get three of them.” 

Srihari Nataraj, Sajan 
Prakash - two of the 
biggest names at the five- 
day Nationals here - along 
with Delhi's distance 
swimmer Kushagra Rawat 
were tested, according to a 
top official of the 
Swimming Federation of 
India. 


NATL. AQUATICS 


STAN RAYAN 

BHOPAL 

Despite returning from the 
Junior Worlds in Hungary 
just a week ago, Srihari Nata¬ 
raj walked away with four in¬ 
dividual golds, three meet re¬ 
cords and the best male 
swimmer award at the 73rd 
Glenmark National senior 
aquatic championships at 
the Prakash Tarun Pushkar 
pool here on Wednesday. 

The 18-year-old from Ben¬ 
galuru had eight golds in all, 
including four in the relay, 
and topped the final day with 
a meet record in the 100m 
backstroke, an event where 
he looks to qualify for next 
year’s Tokyo Olympics. 

But another big star, 
Olympian Sajan Prakash, 
was a very disappointed man 
though he won three indivi¬ 
dual events in the five-day 
meet, including two in the 
butterfly. 

Disappointed 

“I’m really upset and disap¬ 
pointed with my perfor¬ 
mance here, I feel burned 
out, I feel exhausted,” said 
Sajan, a very talented swim¬ 
mer who has probably been 
competing in too many 
events in the last few weeks. 

“Today’s event, the 200m 
fly, was crucial because I’m 
trying to qualify for the 
Olympics (’A’ standard) in 
this. Unfortunately, I did 


three seconds off my best 
time, it is totally a negative 
sign. So, I need to rest and 
start training again because 
last month, I did not train at 
all.” 

Meanwhile, Mumbai’s 
promising 16-year-old Ken¬ 
isha Gupta broke the wo¬ 
men’s 100m freestyle meet 
record of Harayana’s Shivani 
Kataria while Karnataka’s 
S.P. Likith completed his set 
of three breaststroke golds 


while winning the 100m on 
the final day. 

“Last year, I did not get 
any gold so it’s a huge im¬ 
provement for me this time. 
And timing-wise I’ve im¬ 
proved by one full second in 
the 100 breast and in the oth¬ 
er events too,” said Likith 
who had trained in Austria 
under a JSW scheme earlier. 

New coach 

“I have a new coach now in 


Partha Varanashi, he was in 
Australia for six years and is 
very passionate about swim¬ 
ming, he brought about a big 
change in me. He was willing 
to provide whatever I need¬ 
ed, he is more of a friend 
than a coach.” 

Karnataka, as expected 
won the overall champion¬ 
ship and men’s team title 
while Maharashtra took the 
women’s team trophy. Ha¬ 
ryana’s Shivani Kataria was 


adjudged as the best woman 
swimmer. 

The results (finals): 

Men: 200m freestyle: 1. Kusha¬ 
gra Rawat (Del) 1:53.44s, 2. A.S. 
Anand (Ser) 1:54.97, 3. Aaron 
Fernandes (Mah) 1:55.71. 

100m backstroke: 1. Srihari 
Nataraj (Kar) 55.63 (MR, OR: 
56.53), 2. P.S. Madhu (Ser) 
58.30, 3. Rakshith U. Shetty 
(Kar) 58.89. 

200m butterfly: 1. Sajan Pra¬ 
kash (Pol) 2:00.13, 2. Supriya 
Mondal (Rly) 2:03.41, 3. Tanish 
George Mathew (Kar) 2:04.23. 
100m breaststroke: 1. S.P. Li¬ 
kith (Kar) 1:02.69, 2. S. Danush 
(TN) 1:04.18, 3. M. Lohith (Rly) 
1:05.08. 

Women: 100m freestyle: 1. 

Kenisha Gupta (Mah) 58.26 
(MR, OR 58.51), 2. Shivani Kata¬ 
ria (Har) 59.21, 3. Sadhvi Dhuri 
(Mah) 1:00.06. 

800m freestyle: 1. Richa Mis- 
hra (Pol) 9:22.50, 2. Khushi Di- 


nesh (Kar) 9:24.81, 3. Bhavya 
Sachdeva (Del) 9:31.41. 

100m backstroke: 1. Ridhima 
Veerandra Kumar (Kar) 1:07.19, 
2. Suvana C. Baskar (Kar) 
1:07.22, 3. Soubrity Mondal 
(Ben) 1:07.41. 

100m breaststroke: 1. Kareena 
Shankta (Mah) 1:14.97, 2. Saloni 
Dalai (Kar) 1:15.89, 3. Chahat 
Arora (Pun) 1:16.36. 

200m butterfly: 1. Apeksha 
Fernandes (Mah) 2:23.17, 2. An- 
vesha Girish (Kar) 2:25.43, 3. B. 
Shakthi (TN) 2:25.78. 
Championships: 

Overall: Karnataka (268 pts). 
Men: Karnataka (138). 

Women: Maharashtra (129). 
Diving (team): Men: Services 
(30 pts). Women: Railway (27). 
Waterpolo (finals): Men: Ser¬ 
vices 9 (Aneesh Kumar 4) bt 
Railway 5. 

Third place: Kerala. Women: 
Maharashtra 8 bt Bengal 4. 
Third place: Kerala. 


IPL 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

R. Ashwin is all set to join 
Delhi Capitals for the next 
edition of IPL after Kings XI 
Punjab decided to release 
its skipper of last two sea¬ 
sons. 

KXIP releasing Ashwin 
was on expected lines after 
the franchise finished se¬ 
venth in 2018 and sixth in 
2019 under his leadership. 

“Ashwin’s release appro¬ 
val is already with the BCCI 
and an announcement is 
likely soon. Delhi Capitals 
showed interest in him and 
KXIP, after thinking it 
through, felt they needed a 
younger spinner in the 
squad,” a source close to 
the development said. 

After finishing runner- 
up in 2014, KXIP has not 
made the IPL play-offs. 

The franchise has un¬ 
der-performed since IPL’s 
inaugural season in 2008. 



R. Ashwin 

■ FILE PHOTO: ROHIT JAIN PARAS 


India set to dominate youth meet 


CHESS 


RAKE SH RAO 

NEW DELHI 

Indian age-group talent is set 
dominate the inaugural 
Western Asian Youth chess 
championship which begins 
at the Tivoli Grand Resort 
here on Thursday. 

Over the next six days, 
competitions in all 16 age- 
groups for boys and girls, 
will be played in classical, ra¬ 
pid and blitz formats. In all 
795 players from 10 coun¬ 
tries, including 647 from the 
host, are taking part. 

Though India is expected 
to win most of the 48 medals 
at stake, some serious chal¬ 


lenge can be expected from 
Uzbekistan and Bangladesh 
(22 entries each). An odd 
surprise from Sri Lanka (34 
entries) cannot be ruled out. 

On the opening day, when 
the rapid format is sche¬ 
duled, 16 gold medals will be 
decided. 

The biggest lure for the 
participants is the titles and 
norms for the medallists in 
almost all categories. For in¬ 
stance in the under-20 open 
section, the winner will re¬ 
ceive an International Mas¬ 
ter title plus a Grandmaster 
Norm. 

Similarly, in the under-20 
girls’ section, on offer is a 
Woman International Master 
title and a Woman Grand¬ 


master norm. In case of a tie 
(not more than three 
players) for winner, after ap¬ 
plying tie-breaker, will re¬ 
ceive the IM or WIM title 
while the silver and bronze 
medallists will get an IM or 
WIM norm. 

In the under-18 section, 
too, the winner gets an IM/ 
WIM title whereas the other 
medallists receive IM/WIM 
norms and FIDE Masters tit¬ 
les. The under-16 winner 
claims the FIDE Master title 
besides the IM/WIM norm. 

Similarly, in the lower 
age-group categories, 
players will be awarded 
FIDE Master and Candidate 
Masters titles, as per the stip¬ 
ulations. 


Sourabh Verma starts well 


CHINESE TAIPEI OPEN 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

TAIPEI 

Former champion Sourabh 
Verma made a positive start 
at the $500,000 Chinese 
Taipei Open, progressing to 
the second round with a 
straight-game win over Ja¬ 
pan’s Kazumasa Sakai in 
men’s singles on 


Wednesday. 

The 26-year-old National 
champion, overcame Sakai 
22-20, 21-13 in 38 minutes to 
set up a clash with top seed 
and local favourite Chou 
Tien Chen. 

Sourabh emerged as the 
only surviving Indian in the 
World Tour Super 300 tour¬ 
nament following the loss of 
women’s singles player Riya 


Mookerjee and women’s 
doubles pair of Aparna Ba- 
lan and Prajakta Sawant in 
the opening round. 

The results: Men: Sourabh Ver¬ 
ma bt Kazumasa Sakai (Jpn) 22- 
20, 21-13. 

Women: Supanida Katethong 
(Tha) bt Riya Mookerjee 19-21, 
21-11, 21-13. Doubles: Cheng 
Yu-Pei & Juang Tz-Ren (Tpe) bt 
Aparna Balan & Prajakta Sa¬ 
want 21-19, 21-23, 21-15. 


Bangladesh Krida Shiksha Pratisthan, Nilmani in final 


SUBROTO CUP 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Bangladesh Krida Shiksha 
Pratisthan (BICSP) defeated 
Tamil Nadu’s Govt. Girls 


High School 5-0 to enter the 
final of the Subroto Cup (un- 
der-17) girls international 
football tournament here on 
Wedneaday. 

In the other semifinal, Ma¬ 
nipur’s Nilmani English 


School defeated Assam’s 
Simbargaon High School 
4-0. 

The results (semifinal): Ban¬ 
gladesh Krira Shiksha Protis- 
than 5 (Sapna Rani 2, Aklima 
Khatun, Unnoti Khatun, Surma 


Zannat) bt Govt. Girls Higher 
Secondary School, Tamil Nadu 
0 . 

Nilmani English School, Ma¬ 
nipur 4 (Hoineihat, Babina, Kip- 
gen, Kim Langel) bt Simbar¬ 
gaon High School, Assam 0. 


Yubarani outguns fourth seed Avika 

Samhitha sails past Rutvi; Vaidehi advances 


ASIAN TOUR TENNIS 


KAME SH SRINIVASAN 

NEW DELHI 

Yubarani Banerjee unleashed 
the big serves and whipping 
strokes to outgun fourth seed 
Avika Sagwal 6-1, 6-1 in the 
first round of the Asian Tour 
women’s tennis tournament 
at the DLTA Complex here on 
Wednesday. 

Having moved to train with 
coach Aditya Madkekar in 
Pune recently, Yubarani re¬ 
vealed new dimensions in 
her game to outwit her oppo¬ 
nent, who tried hard to keep 
pace with her. 

In the pre-quarterfinals, 
Yubarani will play qualifier 
Ananyaa Bhargava who en¬ 
dured three sets in taming 
lucky-loser Deepshikha Saw. 

Top seed Sai Samhitha 



Yubarani Banerjee. 

■KAMESH SRINIVASAN 


timed her single-handed 
backhand with a touch of as¬ 
surance to sail past Rutvi 
Chaudhari, while second 
seed Vaidehi Chaudhari 
smashed her way past Seerat 
Pannu with equal ease. 

Samhitha will face one of 
the bright juniors in the coun¬ 


try, Salsa Aher, in the se¬ 
cond round. 

Four-time national cham¬ 
pion Prerna Bhambri han¬ 
dled the sharp game of Adri- 
ja Biswas with conviction to 
set up a second round 
against Arthi Muniyan, who 
weathered a three-set fight 
against qualifier Bela 
Tamhankar. 

The tall and strongly- 
built Kashish Bhatia fought 
hard to tame qualifier Sri- 
nidhi Sridhar in three sets 
and will play Sonashe 
Bhatnagar. 

Entertaining match 

In an entertaining match, 
Soha Sadiq beat wild card 
Sanvi Ahluwalia, who de¬ 
monstrated a good all¬ 
round game and free flow¬ 
ing strokes in her first wo¬ 


men’s circuit match. 

The results (first round): 

Sai Samhitha bt Rutvi 
Chaudhari 6-1, 6-0; Salsa Aher 
bt Vaibhavi Trivedi 6-3, 6-0; 
Priyanka Rodricks bt Kriti To- 
mar 6-2, 6-1; Sara Yadav bt 
Sunskrithi Damera 7-5, 6-1; 
Prerna Bhambri bt Adrija Bis¬ 
was 6-0, 6-0; Arthi Muniyan 
bt Bela Tamhankar 3-6, 6-2, 
6-4; Kashish Bhatia bt Srinidhi 
Sridhar 7-5, 4-6, 6-3; Sonashe 
Bhatnagar bt Shefali Arora 
6-3, 6-3; Prathiba Narayan 
Prasad bt Tejasvi Kate 6-4, 
6-2; Vanshita Pathania bt Shil- 
pi Das 6-0, 6-1; Ananyaa Bhar¬ 
gava bt Deepshikha Saw 6-1, 
3-6, 6-1; Yubarai Banerjee bt 
Avika Sagwal 6-1, 6-1; Akank- 
sha Nitture bt Harshita Chugh 

6- 4, 6-0; Soha Sadiq bt Sanvi 

Ahluwalia 6-2, 6-2; S.B. 

Apoorva bt Rashi Malviya 6-3, 

7- 6(8); Vaidehi Chaudhari bt 
Seerat Pannu 6-1, 6-0. 


RACING 

Side Winder wins feature 
on a truncated day 


Knotty Ash well prepped 


La Liga live on 
Facebook 


MYSURU: Side Winder (Chetan 
G up) won the K.T. Shamaiah 
Gowda Memorial Trophy (Div. 
I), the main event of the races 
held here on Wednesday (Sept 
4). 

The winner is owned by Mr. 
H.R. Pai and trained by M. Ra- 
jendra Singh. 

The Stewards of the Mysore 
Race Club decided to cancel 
the last two races of the day 
due to inclement weather and 
the wet track condition. 

1 SQUANDERER PLATE 
(1,200m), rated 00 to 25, 5- 
y-o & over: sky jasmine (John) 
1, Ayahuasca (S. Shareef) 2, 
Italian Stallion (Jagadeesh) 3 
and Queenofgoodtimes 

(Nazerul) 4. Not run: Scorpene 
and Velvet Rose. 4-1/4, Hd and 
2. lm, 14.38s. Z34 (w), 14, 42 
and 48 (p), SHP: 149, THP: 88, 
FP: 1,920, Q: 549, Trinella: 
18,949 and 5,414. Favourite: 
Queenofgoodtimes. Owner: Mr. 
Gnanadeva Rao. Trainer: J. 
Sharavanan. 

2 LT. col. d.k. mistry me¬ 
morial PLATE (DIV. II), 
(1,400m), rated 00 to 25: GIRL 
with pearl (Arshad) 1, Safe 
Bet (K. Raghu) 2, Ultimate 
Power (Darshan) 3 and Ro¬ 
mantic Haven (Rayan) 4. 3-3/4, 
1 and Snk. lm, 28.28s. t22 (w), 
11, 42 and 13 (p), SHP: 174, THP: 
48, FP: 810, Q: 194, Trinella: 
1,620 and 424. Favourite: Girl 
With Pearl. Owner: Mrs. 
Sangita Vashisth. Trainer: Im- 
tiaz Khan. 

3 SANCTITY TROPHY (DIV. Il), 
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45: 


STARS IN HIS EYES (Mark) 1, 
Birthday Babe (Sai ICiran) 2, 
Winning Force (Dhebe) 3 and 
Industrialist (Vaibhav) 4. Not 
run: Sandarina. 2-3/4,1 and 1/2. 
lm, 14.75s. ?93 (w), 10, 36 and 
46 (p), SHP: 156, THP: 57, FP: 
3,012, Q: 947, Trinella: 6,394 
and 2,740. Favourite: 
Aerospeed. Owners: Mr. K.V. 
Bhaskarraju, Mrs. Radhika 
Narredu & Mr. Vasant Shankar 
Yadav. Trainer: S. Narredu. 

4 SANCTITY TROPHY (DIV. i), 
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45: 
SUN POWER (S. Shareef) 1, 
Spanish Beauty (John) 2, Mus- 
terion (Srinath) 3 and Morrane 
Gabriella (R. Pradeep) 4. Not 
run: Stari Grad. 2-1/2, 5 and 2- 
1/4. lm, 13.67s. ?100 (w), 26,17 
and 10 (p), SHP: 44, THP: 52, 
FP: 763, Q: 322, Trinella: 758 
and 321. Favourite: Spanish 
Beauty. Owner: Mrs. Sangita 
Vashisth. Trainer: Imtiaz Khan. 

K.T. SHAMAIAH GOWDA ME¬ 
MORIAL TROPHY (DIV. I), 
(1,200m), rated 40 to 65, 5-y-o 
& over: side winder (Chetan 
G) 1, Noahs Ark (Rayan) 2, Star 
Cracker (T.S. Jodha) 3 and Class 
Above (Darshan) 4. Snk, 3 and 
1/2. lm, 14.17s. ?160 (w), 29, 15 
and 29 (p), SHP: 36, THP: 53, 
FP: 1,752, Q; 783, Trinella: 
10,718 and 2,297. Favourite: 
Fair Warning. Owner: Mr. H.R. 
Pai. Trainer: M. Rajendra 
Singh. 

Jackpot: ^43,083 (12 tkts. paid 
on 3rd leg); Treble (i): 1,440 
(carried over); (ii): 104 (60 tkts. 
paid on 1st leg). 


MYSURU: Knotty Ash, who is in fine 
fettle, may score an encore in the 
H.H. Sri ICrishnaraja Wadiyar Me¬ 
morial Trophy (1,400m), the feature 
event of the races to be held here on 
Thursday (Sept. 5). False rails (width 
about 6m from 1,600m to the win¬ 
ning post) will be in position. 

1 YELAHANKA PLATE (DIV. Il), 
(1,100m), rated 00 to 25, 2-30 
pm: 1. Odyssey (1) John 60,2. Master 
Of War (9) Chetan G 59, 3. Premier 
Premises (8) Arshad 58.5, 4. Honey 
Queen (4) S. Qureshi 58, 5. Dont- 
breaktherules (10) Nazerul 56, 6. 
Lady Diana (2) T.S. Jodha 56, 7. 
Majestic Rajkumari (3) Md. Asif 
Khan 56, 8. Archive (11) M. 
Prabhakaran 55.5, 9. Hunters Moon 
(7) Rayan 55,10. Ireland (12) Rajesh 
K 54.5,11. Kruger Park (6) S. Shareef 
53.5 and 12. High Hawk (5) Dhebe 
52.5. 

1. ODYSSEY, 2. PREMIER PREMISES, 
3. DONTBREAKTHERULES 

2 B. SHETTIGERI PLATE (1,400m), 
rated 20 to 45, 5-y-o & over, 3- 
00:1. Ascendency (9) Arshad 62.5, 
2. Admiral Act (8) S. Manohar 61.5, 
3. Dean’s Gal (5) Imran Ashraf 60,4. 
San Vinto (3) Srinath 60, 5. Perfect 
Legacy (6) John 59.5, 6. Green 
Meadow (7) H. Rahul 57.5, 7. Vijaya 
Arjun (2) Madhu Babu 55, 8. All In 
(4) Rajesh K 53 and 9. Tough Sussex 
(1) C. Umesh 52. 

1. TOUGH SUSSEX, 2. ASCENDENCY, 

3. ALL IN 

3 CIVIL SERVICES TROPHY 
(1,400m), rated 40 to 65,3-30:1. 
Coorg Regiment (3) S. Manohar 60, 
2. Good Time Indeed (11) Sai Vamshi 
59, 3. Greek Goddess (2) Shivnath P 
58,4. Glorious Destiny (1) C. Umesh 
57.5, 5. Standout (12) Srinath 57.5, 6. 
Turf Legend (10) Madhu Babu 57.5, 
7. Thea’s Gift (7) Mukesh K 56.5, 8. 
Export Quality (4) H.M. Akshay 53.5, 
9. Beat The Odds (6) R. Shiva K 52.5, 
10. Monte Greco (5) N. Jodha 51.5,11. 
Reczai (8) Arshad 51.5 and 12. 


Charmed Life (9) Dhebe 51. 

1. STANDOUT, 2. RECZAI, 

3. GLORIOUS DESTINY 

4 H.H. SRI KRISHNARAJA WADI¬ 
YAR MEMORIAL TROPHY 
(1,400m), 4-y-o & over, (Terms), 4- 
00: 1. Knotty Ash (3) John 60, 2. 
Tutankhamun (7) Trevor 59, 3. 
Cavallo Veloce (5) A. Imran 58, 4. 
Aeolus (8) Zervan 56, 5. Dream 
Catcher (9) Darshan 56, 6. Grand 
Tenton (6) C. Umesh 56, 7. Smile 
Stone (4) Srinath 56, 8. Merlot (1) 
Antony 54.5 and 9. Shesmyscript (2) 
C.S. Jodha 54.5. 

1. KNOTTY ASH, 2. CAVALLO VELOCE, 
3. AEOLUS 

YELAHANKA PLATE (DIV. i), 
(1,100m), rated 00 to 25,4-30:1. 
Andra King (11) Tauseef 62.5, 2. Es- 
tella (7) Ajay K 62.5,3. Fantastic App 
(10) R. Pradeep 62.5, 4. Oceana (12) 
Rajesh K 61.5, 5. Arrogance (1) Tre¬ 
vor 62, 6. Hawking (8) Arshad 61.5, 
7. Lee and Grant (6) S. Shareef 60.5, 
8. Nerva (2) Chetan G 60.5, 9. Per¬ 
fect King (4) John 60.5,10. Genuine 
Star (9) Mark 60,11. Nostradamus (3) 
T.S. Jodha 60 and 12. Aqua Blessing 
(5) Chetan K 59.5. 

1. ARROGANCE, 2. HAWKING, 

3. PERFECT KING 

6 MONSOON PLATE (1,400m), 
rated 20 to 45, 5-00:1. Dancing 
Blues (7) Md. Asif Khan 62, 2. Un¬ 
imaginable (6) Shiva K 62, 3. Spir¬ 
itual Force (9) C. Umesh 59.5,4. Wil¬ 
low Glen (3) Janardhan P 59.5, 5. 
Tashkent (8) Arshad 57.5, 6. Astara 
(4) J. Paswan 57,7. Ashwa Vikrant (5) 
N. Jodha 55, 8. Grand Reward (2) 
Dhebe 55, 9. Masters Mind (10) L. 
Prashant 55, 10. Akimbo (1) Md. 
Mushraf 54.5 and 11. Festive Star (11) 
Jagadeesh 54.5. 

1. TASHKENT, 2. SPIRITUAL FORCE, 3. 
WILLOW GLEN 

Day’s best: knotty ash 
Double: TOUGH SUSSEX 

STANDOUT 

Jkt: 2, 3,4, 5 and 6; Tr: 4, 5 and 6. 


Indian Navy in 
last four 

K. KE ERTHIVASAN 

CHENNAI 

Indian Railways has been a 
team that plays with an at¬ 
tacking mindset and with a 
swagger normally associat¬ 
ed with a champion team. 
But seldom in the recent 
past of the MCC-Murugap- 
pa Gold Cup hockey tour¬ 
nament has its record been 
as patchy as this year. 

The 3-0 defeat to Indian 
Navy in their final Group-B 
tie here on Wednesday 
meant that the reigning Na¬ 
tional champion has just 
five points from four 
matches. Fater in a 
Group-A match, Indian Ar¬ 
my beat Indian Air Force 
2-1, for its first win. Navy 
has been the best team in 
its group. With 10 points 
from four, it has entered 
the semifinals in style. 

The results: Group-A: Indian 
Army 2 (Prathap Shindhe 45, 
Vishwa Thakur 49) bt IAF 1 
(Jagat Nachana 8); IOC 4 (Af- 
fan Yousuf 15 , Armaan Qu¬ 
reshi 45, S.K. Uthappa 59, Ra¬ 
hil Mosin 60) bt Bengaluru 
HA 1 (Nithin Thimmaiah 52). 
B: Indian Navy 3 (Ajinkya Ya¬ 
dav 32, Pawan Rajbhar 37, Ju- 
graj Singh 59) bt Indian Rail¬ 
ways 0. 


ANANT KAUR 

NEW DELHI 

This year Facebook will 
have the exclusive broad¬ 
cast rights of Fa Figa Santan¬ 
der for India to give fans a 
thrilling experience. 

Fa Figa has a massive fan 
following from India (over 
four million) on the Face- 
book page. 

Facebook Watch and Fa 
Figa want the fans to catch 
the football action live and 
exclusive free of cost on 
their mobile phones. 

They want to create an 
environment for fans to in¬ 
teract with other people on 
a global level. 

They also want the fol¬ 
lowers to connect with peo¬ 
ple by exchanging ideas. 

Manish Chopra, Director 
and Head of Partnerships 
India- Facebook said, 
“Younger audience will help 
the league grow with more 
than 82 percent of the au¬ 
dience less than 35 years old 
in India. 

“Fa liga for India is the 
number one followed page 
for Fa Figa globally. Face- 
book platform offers a won¬ 


derful way for the users to 
engage in conversations 
with their friends and fami¬ 
lies and other users. Voting 
and polling are the brilliant 
methods for people to be¬ 
come involved.” 

Talking about Fa Figa’s 
contribution in improving 
the performance of Indian 
kids, Jose Antonio Cachaza, 
Managing Director, Fa Figa 
India, said, “For kids the 
best way to improve football 
is to watch football on tv 
and then interact with their 
friends by discussing about 
the game. 

Football schools 

“We are also supporting 
them as we have opened Fa 
Figa football schools in In¬ 
dia, and are working with 
more than 3000 kids in 14 
cities like Delhi, Mumbai, 
Hyderabad and Kerala to 
name a few. Indian govern¬ 
ment, AIFF(All India Foot¬ 
ball Federation) and region¬ 
al associations need to take 
responsibility to develop a 
player from their initial 
years as we can only im¬ 
prove them.” 
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Rohit bats for 
conservation of rhinos 

MUMBAI 

Rohit Sharma, vice-captain of 
the Indian cricket team, is 
launching a 'Rohit4Rhinos 
campaign', in partnership 
with WWF India and Animal 
Planet, to improve awareness 
on rhino conservation. "The 
future is in our hands and we 
should do whatever we can 
to ensure that our children 
are able to enjoy the rich 
biodiversity this world has to 
offer," he said, pti 




Priyanka, Nick Jonas are 
People's best-dressed 


LOS ANGELES 

Actor Priyanka Chopra and 
her pop star husband Nick 
Jonas were named the best 
dressed of 2019 by People 
magazine on Wednesday, 
marking the first time in the 
celebrity magazine's history 
that a couple has shared top 
style honours, reuters 



A$AP Rocky will not 
challenge conviction 


STOCKHOLM 

U.S. rapper A$AP Rocky, who 
got a suspended sentence for 
his role in a brawl in 
Stockholm, will not appeal 
against his assault conviction, 
his lawyer said on Wednesday. 
The rapper was convicted on 
August 14 of kicking and 
beating a 19-year-old man 
after an argument. A$AP 
Rocky had told the court he 
acted in self-defence, reuters 


Vienna crowned ‘most liveable city’ 

Austrian capital retains its position for second time in a row; New Delhi drops 6 places to 118 th rank 

put increasing pressure on 
liveability scores in the com¬ 
ing years and for the number 
of cities affected to grow” 
Agathe Demarais of the EIU 
said. 

Climate change impact 

Improvements in liveability 
that had taken place in 
emerging markets’ cities in 
recent years - thanks to 
greater stability as well as 
better education and health¬ 
care - “are under serious 
threat from an increasingly 
adverse climate,” she said. 

London and New York 
rank 48 th and 58 th respective¬ 
ly as they continue to strug¬ 
gle under the perceptions of 
the risk of crime and terro¬ 
rism and overstretched 
infrastructure. 

The least liveable cities 
were Karachi, Tripoli, Dha¬ 
ka, Lagos and, at the very 
bottom, Damascus. 

Vienna also won top place 
in another survey, the an¬ 
nual quality of living index 
by human resources consult¬ 
ing firm Mercer, for the 10 th 
time in a row in 2019. 


Long list for 2019 JCB Prize for Literature is out 

Four debut books 
are among the 10 
selected this year 

STAFF REPORTER 

MUMBAI 

On a rainy Wednesday, a jury 
of five announced the long 
list of 10 books for the 2019 
JCB Prize for Literature. 

With a cash prize of Z25 
lakh and an additional 110 
lakh for translation, the 
award is the richest literary 
accolade in the country. 

The selected books in¬ 
clude four debut novels: lb’s 
Endless Search for Satisfac¬ 
tion by Roshan Ali (Penguin 


Random House India, 2019); 
Milk Teeth by Amrita Mahale 
(Westland Publications, 
2018); A Patchwork Family 
by Mukta Sathe (Speaking 
Tiger Publishing Private Li¬ 
mited, 2018); and The Far 
Field by Madhuri Vijay (Har- 
perCollins India, 2019). 

Complex mix 

The other six books are 
There’s Gunpowder in the 
Air by Manoranjan Byapari, 
translated from Bengali by 
Arunava Sinha (Westland Pu¬ 
blications, 2018); The City 
and the Sea by Rajkamal Jha 
(Penguin Random House In¬ 
dia, 2019); The Queen of Jas¬ 
mine Country by Sharanya 


These are novels 
about working-class 
struggles and upper- 
class unease, 
historical evocations 
and contemporary 
conflicts 

PRADIP KRISHEN 
Jury chair 

Manivannan (HarperCollins 
India, 2018); Trial by Silence 
and Lonely Harvest by Peru- 
mal Murugan, translated 
from Tamil by Aniruddhan 
Vasudevan (Penguin Ran¬ 
dom House India, 2018); My 
Father’s Garden by Hansda 
Sowvendra Shekhar (Speak¬ 
ing Tiger Publishing Private 


Limited, 2018); and Secret 
History of Compassion by 
Paul Zacharia (Westland Pu¬ 
blications, 2019). 

The books were selected 
by filmmaker and environ¬ 
mentalist Pradip Krishen; 
author and critic Anjum Ha¬ 
san; author K.R. Meera; 
author Parvati Sharma; and 
economist Arvind 

Subramanian. 

‘Distinctive voice’ 

Describing the long list as 
“varied, complex and risk¬ 
taking”, Mr. Krishen, who 
chaired the jury, said, 
“These are novels about 
working-class struggles and 
upper-class unease, histori¬ 


cal evocations and contem¬ 
porary conflicts, each writ¬ 
ten in an absolutely 
distinctive voice.” 

The 2018 JCB Prize for Lit¬ 
erature was awarded to Jas¬ 
mine Days by Benyamin, 
translated from Malayalam 
by Shahnaz Habib and pu¬ 
blished by Juggernaut Books. 
Described as an “intense and 
brilliant novel”, the book 
was lauded for “raising pro¬ 
found questions about the 
relationship between crime, 
punishment and forgive¬ 
ness”. The jury will an¬ 
nounce the shortlist of five 
titles on October 4. 

The winner will be an¬ 
nounced on November 2. 




A touch of history: A carriage passes by the St. Stephen's cathedral in Vienna. ■ afp 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

VIENNA 

Austria’s capital Vienna has 
retained its ranking as the 
world’s most liveable city, ac¬ 
cording to an annual report 
from the Economist Intelli¬ 
gence Unit (EIU), the re¬ 
search division of The Eco¬ 
nomist Group. 

Vienna once again came 
ahead of Melbourne - which 
had held the top ranking for 
seven years until losing it to 
Vienna in 2018 - according 
to the report released on 
Wednesday. 

The top two cities were 
followed by Sydney, Osaka 
and Calgary. 

Each year, the EIU gives 
140 cities scores out of 100 
on a range of factors such as 
living standards, crime, tran¬ 
sport infrastructure, access 
to education and healthcare, 
as well as political and eco¬ 
nomic stability. 

Vienna - known for its 
convenient public transport, 
refreshing Alpine tap water 
and varied cultural life - 
scored 99.1 points out of 100, 
as it did last year. 


“Western Europe and 
North America continue to 
be the most liveable regions 
in the world,” the EIU said in 
a press release. 

Europe claimed eight of 
the top 20 spots, with cities 
in Japan, Australia, New Zea¬ 
land and Canada making up 


the rest. However, the City of 
Light, Paris, dropped six 
places to 25 th due to the anti¬ 
government “yellow vest” 
protests - images of which 
went around the world. 

For the first time, the in¬ 
dex noted the effects of cli¬ 
mate change on liveability. 


with New Delhi plunging in 
the rankings to 118 th (a drop 
of six ranks) and Cario at 
125 th place due to “poor air 
quality, undesirable average 
temperatures and inadeq¬ 
uate water provision”. 

“We expect problems re¬ 
lating to climate change to 



Quick work: A woman buying groceries at an IFureeGo 
self-service supermarket in Tianjin, -afp 


Chinese shoppers 
adopt facial payments 

But concerns over privacy remain 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 
BEIJING 

No cash, no cards, no wal¬ 
let, and no smartphones: 
China’s shoppers are in¬ 
creasingly purchasing goods 
with just a turn of their 
heads as the country em¬ 
braces facial payment 
technology. 

China’s mobile payment 
infrastructure is one of the 
most advanced in the world, 
but the new systems - 
which require only face re¬ 
cognition - being rolled out 
nationwide could make 
even QR codes seem 
old-fashioned. 

Customers simply make a 
purchase by posing in front 
of point-of-sale (POS) ma¬ 
chines equipped with came¬ 
ras, after linking an image of 
their face to a digital pay¬ 
ment system or bank 
account. 

“I don’t even have to 
bring a mobile phone with 
me, I can go out and do 
shopping without taking 
anything,” says Bo Hu, chief 
information officer of We- 
dome bakery, which uses fa¬ 
cial payment machines 
across hundreds of stores. 

The software is already 
widely used, often to moni¬ 
tor citizens - it has been cre¬ 
dited with nabbing jaywalk¬ 
ers and catching criminals. 

But authorities have 


come under fire for using it 
to crack down and monitor 
dissent, particularly in Chi¬ 
na’s surveillance-heavy re¬ 
gion of Xinjiang. 

“There’s a big risk... that 
the state could use this data 
for their own purposes, 
such as surveillance, moni¬ 
toring, the tracking of politi¬ 
cal dissidents, social and in¬ 
formation control, ethnic 
profiling, as in the case with 
Uighurs in Xinjiang, and 
even predictive policing,” 
says Adam Ni, China re¬ 
searcher at Macquarie Un¬ 
iversity in Sydney. 

Ecommerce push 

Despite the concerns over 
data security and privacy, 
consumers seem unper¬ 
turbed as facial recognition 
payment hits the high 
streets. Alipay - the finan¬ 
cial arm of ecommerce giant 
Alibaba - has been leading 
the charge in China with 
devices already in 100 cities. 

The firm is predicting 
enormous growth in the 
sector and recently 
launched an upgrade of its 
“Smile-to-Pay” system, us¬ 
ing a machine roughly the 
size of an iPad. Tencent, 
which runs the WeChat app 
with 600 million users, un¬ 
veiled its new facial pay¬ 
ment machine called “Frog 
Pro” last month. 
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Upgrade to SUV Life with your favourite mahindra SUVs 




Get niaxiniimi benefits upto ^ ILatiti*. Offer valid ori boofyrig till 25 ffl September, 2019 


* Terms & Conditions apply. Rs. 1 Lakh benefit highlighted in the creative is inclusive of cash discount, Exchange (through Mahindra X Mart/First Choice counters only), Corporate, Insurance and Accessories wherever applicable. This offer cannot be clubbed with any other offer. Offer will vary depending on the brand and model purchased and may Q Q 

vary from city to city. Contact your nearest Mahindra dealer for exact details. Terms of the offer may be altered/amended/withdrawn without prior notice. Accessories shown are not part of standard equipment. Special Offers for Government Employees, SME, Leasing, CSD and CPC. For Bulk / Corporate enquiries write to 
sabharwal.ankur@mahindra.com&forfleet enquiries write to gaur.ravi@mahindra.com. VISIT YOUR NEAREST DEALERSHIP TODAY! 


WEST DELHI 


SRI DURGA INDRAPRASTHA AUTOMOBILES 
MOTINAGAR: PEERAGARHI: 

7290055624 7290055618 


SOUTH-WEST DELHI 

SOUTH DELHI 

EAST DELHI | 

! NORTH DELHI 

I GHAZIABAD 


SRI DURGA 
DWARKA: 
7290055624 


SYNERGY CARS GENESIS CARS K0NCEPT AUTOMOBILES 
SAFDARJUNG ENCLAVE: MATHURA ROAD: LAJPAT NAGAR: 

7290055630 7290055632 7290055631 


SHIVA AUTO SHIVA AUTO INDRAPRASTHA AUTOMOBILES 
PATPARGANJ: DILSHAD GARDEN: G0KULPURI: 

7290055615 8929172582 9953424546 


INDRAPRASTHA AUTOMOBILES SHIVA AUTO SHIVA AUTO SHIVA AUTO 
WAZIRPUR: LOHIA NAGAR: LONI: HAPUR: 

7290055619 7290055612 7290055612 7290055614 



NOIDA 

GREATER NOIDA 


GURGAON 



FARIDABAD 

1 

KONCEPT AUTOMOBILES KONCEPT AUTOMOBILES 

KONCEPT AUTOMOBILES KONCEPT AUTOMOBILES 

DEE EMM KONCEPT AUTOMOBILES 

DEE EMM 

KONCEPT AUTOMOBILES 

KONCEPT AUTOMOBILES 

UNITED AUTOMOBILES 

PRIME AUTOMOBILES 

PRIME AUTOMOBILES 

PRIME AUTOMOBILES 

NOIDA (SEC-2): 

NOIDA (SEC-63): 

GREATER NOIDA: 

JEWAR: 

ATUL KATARIA CH0WK: S0HNA ROAD: 

PATAUDI: 

MG ROAD: 

S0HNA: 

NHPC CHOWK: 

YMCA CHOWK: 

HODAL: 

PALWAL: 

7290055627 

7290055628 

7290055629 

7290055629 

8929648021 7290055621 

8929648021 

7290055620 

8448488226 

9711611390 

7290055625 

7290055625 

7290055625 



A ND-NDE 





























































